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Newspaper of the War for photographs 



rmv 6 Mvdi >998 45p (R 50p) No 3^ 


“IRAQ’S CHILDREN are going- 
ti*rougii heU.” Robert Fi^ potes to- ■ 
day in his latest dhpatdi froan Iraq. ^ 
The Iraqi regjma deserves no ' 
fenders. And yet, as J&Jc*s . jiqi oito. 
this week have made dev, it is the/; 
innocent who have suffeviMi iBosti ' ' 
Readers telephoned thran^ioiiit . 

the day yest e r da y, ptedgmgaiityort 

for The Independat^ app^ to col- . 
lect funds for sick, diildren'ih Irhq. ' 






you can save them 


KCS-j'?- :.T -1. 

i.weresE^- 

iadoBS ma^ 



^ . . wedcs -of delay - 

gimteii Eve^ ^plicadbn for 
of Biedkmes mutt be separate^ ap- 
proved by three ministries: tlie De-' 
partment of Health, the Foreign 


Office, and the DqMrtmeot of Itede 
and Industry. 

7%e Independent will remain iot- 
volved with ensuring dial the drags 
ffX direct^ to those vriio most need 
them. The Red Cross and the Binn- 
ingham-based Islamic . Relief are 
among those who have said they are 
read^ to oSer -practical help in get- 
ting dievital drugs to, the ri^ place. 

Officials of the .UN sanctions 


NDEPENDENT 



IRAQ APPEAL 


committee said that authorisation for 
medidnesof the kind which 7he/n- 
d^Mnden/ is planning to send could 
be issoed “vrithin n«o or three days’*. 

Medidnes may be eaported to 
Iraq, but remain in deq)erate]y short 
sui^. The drugs indude vinodstine 
and methmtrexate, uigently needed 
fc» treaih^ leukaemo. There has 
been an eiqriQsion in the number of 
leukaiemia cases in Iraq, as reported 


in Robert Fisk's hamming reports; 
The cases appear to be connected 
whh the bombardment of Iraq dur- 
ing the Gulf Vikr. perhaps from 
fumes from bunting o3 refineries 
which contained carcinogens, or 
even from the bombing of Saddam 
Hussein’s chemical warfare factories. 

Many victims are Shia Muslims, 
the group which rebeOod against Sad- 
dam in the south of Iraq in the wake 


of the Gulf War of 1Q*M . That Is one 
reason wh\* the Iraqi p.ivvrnmunt has 
seemed determined lo turn » blind 
cyu to the tfuguiy. Thu dcUvcrtc« oC 
drugs would be with the assistance 
of international .'igcncics hut w-inild 
not be euntniUud ly the Iraqi regime. 
■ The Indepemiem Iraq .•Ip/nviA PO 
Bax687Q, I Canada Si^uurc, Ltmdon 
EI-/5BT. 

Robert Fbk, page 18 



and Blair 


isolate 


I rvi ne 


By.'Aitthoiiy Bevins end 
Colin Brown 


LORD Irvine of Laii 5 ..tbe be- 
leaguered Lord.ChaoeeUor, has 
been left beaten and isolated af- 
ter a behind-the-scenes battle 
over the future price and prof- 
it regulation of gas. electriciQr. 
water, and leleoonmiunicatioos 
industries. 

The Independeni has been 
told that Lord Irvine, who chairs 

thd cabinet committee on future 

legislation, was standing out 
against an earty Bill to ref<^ 
regulation of the privatised 
utilities- But roUowing an iuter- 
ventiun bv Gordon Brown, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer - 
who does not sit on the com- 
mittee - Lord Irvine was forced 
inio retreat. Some ministers be- 
lieve his defeat signals a “with- 
drawal of lave" by Tony Blair. 

The Ti’easuiy and the De- 



some commercial deciriODS - 
particularly for low income and 
disadvaniaged consunjeis”. 

-- IheWhitehaU review is dne 
to report in the next feww^ks 
- with public consultaticm due 
to be conqdeled by the summer. 

lacAmet committee wraxi-;. 
glin^ Lord Irrine is under- 
stood to have been told that any 
delay in l^islation would cre- 
ate aloss of momenmiD and ai^ 
scandal invoMog prices, prof- 
its, or “fot-cat” executive re- 
wards would immedmtefy be 
pinned on the GovernmenL 
But Lord Ixvine obstinately 
d««g in, and it was only after In- 
terveotioD by Mr Brown that be 
was over-ruled. A Whitehall 
insider told The Independent 
last night that the question had 
been “reMlved^ to the satisfac- 
tion of Loid Irvine’s opponents. 

That defeat in Cahmet com- 
mittee comes hot on the heels of 
the row over the lavish deco^ 

tion of his official quar^-and 

numerous di^xuies with other 
cabinet coUeagues, including 
Jade Straw, tbe Heme Secretaiy, 

and DooaW Dewar, the Secre- 
taiy of State for Scotland. Tins 


Lord Irvhies retreat 


partment ofTtade and Indas- 
trv had wanted the Begulatopr 
Rkorm Bill to be included m 
the Queen’s Speech pro- 
gramme lomtetf aut^ s ^ 

Son of wirlianw*"^ But .Loid 
Irvine asuonished colleagues by 
saving that he did nois^ ^e 
Bfll as a prion^’ to pohn^ 

terms. His opponents orgu^ 

I ffSSS&w 

f;]S.^Jcoinc.Jbyihe^c^ 

u;' n.,.47.ittsaidthenu3 


ihc Budget Red Book. 

ihcTJwshPdpulto 

a„gBlaloo-nS>^:'=^'S 


■ f' 


weeirssiauaiioiMwu«.g^-.-- — 

ako seen as a ratreat on earner 

plans that provoked outrage in 

the legal profession. 

The Lord Chancellor found 
in even more hot water 
yesterd^. following dahiB that 
te misled a Conmioiis com- 
mittee over the secret talks be- 
ing held between Labour 

ministersandlbryleadeiSOT 

refonn of the House of Lorct 
Conservative members oi 
the Commons Public Adminifr 
iration Cominittee accused 

Lord Irvine of misleading them 

after he gave the hnpression on 
Tuesday that PO talks were tak- 
ing place between the parties 

over Lords reform. 

The Lord Chancellor oa- 

the value of siich talks in 

the past, sayinp “A mudde lot 
of good it did them". But on 
Thursday night. Lord Cran- 
borne, the Tbiy leader in tiw 
Lords, revealed that he hadat- 

tended two conSdential meeting 

vith Lord Ridiard, Lord Privy 

Seal and Leader of the 

The Prime Minister’s official 

..l.amnan lait inBht HlWlUlSSOd 



SpOKetazuiu " — 

thedaimsasa *Tbiyget-Irv^ 
campaign. “There is a world of 
difference between the sort of 

soundings that have been made 

and substantive talks." he »d. 
Lord Ihrine could now face 

ademandtoretumtoffiecom- 

fliittee far ariodier ^ 

faSs to satisfy the chairman 
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A guanlsman and a Sikh officer cadet facing the ftiture yesterday Rtotograph: Tory Harris 


Army tries trooping other colours 


TWIT ARM Y aaMyesteday that it was Unallvfac- 
ly to ifareapansfliilfty to give wnial treatment 

toedmif 

writes Ian BumlL 

Ibarists pMirfng tile Byde Park 
headquarters of the Hoosdiold Cavalry 
yestortlay may have been surprised to see 
denens of yoni^ Uack meii from Lmidon and 

BinniiQfiara and a busload of SiUhs from 

-f^^L.^ef ft-d rinwig QB the parade gFonnd. The 
pftlfiirtai ragmits were undcrgoiiig a foonday 
course to gfye them a taste of Ufa in the 
Guards raiments. 


For the notary it was an opportnntiy to 
tranpet its commitnientto eqnal opportunities 
anH television cameras were summoned to 
ffhn the top brass’s promises to rid the ranks 
oftiie*^stigma of rndsn^. 

hfilHaiy chiefs fear high-proGe 
discrimination casts hroo^t by black sddien, 
and damaging reports by race watchdogs, art 
a serions disincentive to potartbl ethnk 
remiits. So the Honsdidid Cavahy 
yesterday launched a new race-consdons 
j ce crui i men t video, Otangftig qfXfte Guardf 
inteoded to make blade iteraitt more at hone. 


Formula 
One to 


drop its 
links with 
tobacco 


Bf Andrew Buncombe 


FORMULA One could sever 
its ties with fobacoo adveitisifig 
within four years. Max Mosley, 
president of the FIA, motor cac- 
ing’s world governing body, 
took the ^rting world by sur- 
prise by anDOOEdCmg that a ban 
could be in place tQT 2002 in ad- 
vance of a European Directive 
deadline aimed at outlawing 
tobacco sponsorship. 

The European Directive 
would have banned the £200m 
a year qient on the qxsrt by to- 
bacco companies by 2007 if 
proof were foi^ that it caused 
people to start smokii^ Yes- 
terday, however, during prepa- 
rations for the Grand Rrix in 
Melbourne, Mr Mosley said 
the sport would act weO in ad- 
vance of the deadline if the link 
could be proved. 

‘The FIA has cousistently 
said that, if presented with ev- 
idence of a direct link between 
Tobacco advertising-qionsor- 
ship and smoking it would act 
to eliminate tobacco advertis- 
mg-^x)asorship from Fbnnula 



Breathtakmg rugby action captured by David Ashdown 


‘Independent’ wins 
another top award 


■ DAVID ASHDOWN, Chief Sports 
Photographer of The independent and the 
Independent on Sundoy, was last night named 
Spo^ Photograpl^ cf.dne Year. 

■ The prize was announced at the f¥ess Goze^ 
British Press Awards dinner in London. 

Ashdown, who is currently in the West Indies for 
the Englaiid cricket tour, has been with The 
independent since the newspaper^ launch in 1986. 

■ David Rose, also of The independent and the 
Independent on Sundeyf was commended in the 
Photographer of the Year category. 

■ Last nightis awards fbnowed other recent 
Independent honours for photo|ptqshy, including 
the Newspaper of the Year prize in the British 
ncture Editor Awards. 


Oue,** he said 

The news was music lo the 
eais of the European Oommis- 
sioD, vriiich feared that a Eu- 
rope-only ban would result in 
more Grands Prix bea^ held m 
other continents, particularly 
Asia A spokeswoman for soda] 
afiaiis commisdoner Padiaic 
Ffynn, who has consistently 
campaigned ^inst tobacco 
advertising said* “Ws strongly 
welcome today’s announce- 
ment. They have the power to 
make a worldwide ban 
while we can only oppose it at 
EU level. 

“We can furnish the FIA 
with any evidence or studies 
they want to show link.” 

Thhacm manufaf ft i r pT S were 
less pleased ‘*Wb feel the FIA 
has bowed to political prcssuFc,'* 
said John Carlisle, spokesman 
for the Tobacco Manufacturers' 
Assodation in London. “All 
the evidence points to adver- 
tising not being linked to peo- 
pfe Starting smoldng." 


Murdoch’s ‘Angel of Death’ descends 


By Steve Boggan and 
Andrew Bunoombe 


RUPERT Murdoch’s Ameri- 
caniased “Angel of DMth” 
swooped on Haipgrf^ Hins io 
London yesterday amid specu- 
lation that the media fy^n’s 
retribution over the Chns 

.ten book affair^ nigh. 

Anihea Dispey 'Bras locked in 

talks all dt^ with the senior ex- 
ecutives who Mr Murdoch said 
badleft him m an“toBXcasaWe 

position" after- dumping Mr 
Patten's book £ast ^ Jlto, 


vriiidi is critical of the Chinese 
regime. Ms Disn^, ebair- 
woman News America pub- 
lishin^ parent company oif 

HaiperCoDins, a woman rdten 
descifoed by colleagues as a 
“eoiporate assassin", flew in 
from New York yesterday 

jnni rnng and iimnediatcly went 
into a meeting with Eddie BeD, 
chaimtan of HtoperCtiSns, and 
other senior executives. Her ar- 
rival coincided with a decision 
}jj Mr Patten’s lawyers to in- 
dude Mr Murdoch personalfy 

in an action for breach of con- 


tract Mganifii HarperCoHins. 

. The company refused to 
wt^ Ms Diso^.was in London 
but her presence foeDed spe^ 
Illation that sackhtp, retigna- 

tions or mutual partings were 
imminent. 

“She’s not here to hand out 
tenners," said one Haiper- 
COllins source. Another said: 
“Ws’re eiqieetingtfae carpets to 
turn blood red. She's re^ed 
here as something of an Angel 
of Death.” 

Ms Disney, a former British 
tabloid repwter, has a reputa- 


tion for doing Mr Murdodi’s 
more brutal tudffiog. Last year, 
she axed more than 100 Amer- 
ican titles on the grouixis that 
they were either late or no 
lOD^ commerdally viable. 

“She only comes in once a 
year," said another Harper- 
rftlHnfc ingder. “And it’s unxaj- 
ly wboQ there is a crisis of one 
form or another. 

**Tfae atmo^ere isveiy jit- 
tery. People are very expeofant 
and there is a widespread belief 
tiiat a number of b^ds are go- 
ing to have to ron.” 
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Recycled paper made 
up 41 .4% of the raw 
material for UK new 
f^pers in the first half 
of i997. 


Blair brings Adams in from the cold 


By David McKhtridc 

Ireland CorrespondEsit 

TONY BLAIR yesterday aonouflced thai 
he is prepared to meet Gerry Adams oen 
week, following the eiqiiiy of Fein's 
period of exclusion firw the multi-party 
talks. 

The Prime hfiaistei's official ^kesman 
said, however, that the meeting was not ex- 
pected to take place before the second half 
of next week. This may create timetabling 
problems in that Mr Adams is due to fly 
out to the US on Wednesday for St 
Patrick's Day activities. 


Sinn 'Fein was temporarily barred from 
tbe talks after the British and Irish gov- 
ernments conchidcd that the IRA had been 
involved ui two Belfost kOltags. Th^wiZI 
1 m allowed to re-enter on Moodey but 
Sinn Fein sources have made it dear they 
do not intend to go back until after the 
prime ministerial meeting. 

Mr Blair is also to see Social Democ- 
ratic and Labour Parly leader John Hume. 

Ulster Unionist MP Ken Ma^nnis yes- 
terday described the decision to bold any 
meeting with Sinn E^in as foolish, while die 
Rev Ian Paisley, leader of the Democrat- 
ic Unionist Pa^, accused die Prime Min- 


ister of acting in “obscene haste" and of 
"dmicing to Geny Adams' tone”. 

And efforts to move the peace process 
along coatinuedysscefriay a telqdaxie 
call between Mr Blair and Bertie Ahem, 
the Irisb Prime Minister. 

. Meanwhile, pcditiciaas of aQ parties pem- 
dered the intiiguing results of the latest 
opinion surv^ ever earned out in Ulster, 
whidi among other thin^ produced strong 
evidence that nationalists may not insisum 
a unhed Ireland in die short term. The poll 
was carried out for BBC Northern Ire^d 
teleyisioa's respected pcAitical programme, 
Hearts and Minds. 


Ninely; per cent of SDLP suppoiteis; 
and half Sinn Fein supporters, said they 
would accept an outcome ftom the present 
briiw whtch fell short of a united Ireland. 
This will be of keen interest-to the Gov* 
enuaetn in a process where success will de- 
pend 6b a anllmgneas 10 compiomi^ 

A less encoui^XDg finding, however, 
was the opmion of no fewer than 82 per 
cent thatviolence ftom groiqs wbonre not 
on cebefire, such as the INLA and LVF, 
"could doail the whole process”. Anoth- 
er pessimistic finding was that 87 per cent 
thought the parties would hot come to an 
agreed setdemect by the target date of May. 


- A narrow m^'orily of Unionists beDeved 
Ulster Unionist l^er David Trimble 
should now talk directly to Sinn Fein. Tlie 
ptHi'indicaled-tbat nationalists have ap- 
predabiyinore confidence m Kfr Hume and 
MrAdamstiianUnkioistehavetaMr'lrim- 
ble and Mr The Iv^iest tatii^ went 

to Mr Hume and David Ervine, leadcrof 
the Progressive Unioaist par^. 

■A fourth oian was arrested yesterday in 
coimection vrith Thesday night's Idllmgs of 
two foeo, a Protect and a Catholic, in 
the Go Aftnagfa village of Poyntzpass. T^ 
others arrested on Wedn«day were last 
fli^t stfll*in RUC custody. 



Sit! A family settling down to a picnic on the first day of Crufts y este rday, complete with pet (stuffed toy) dog. The foui^day show, at the National Exhibition 
Centre in Birmingham, will see more than 20,000 dogs in competition and culminatttln the prestigious Best in Show event on Sunday Photograph: Brian Harris 

Masons surrender o^er police scandals 



r*aeajr-" 


By Jason Bennetto 

Cnme Com“sp«xident 

THE leaders of England and Whies' 
Freemasons last night reluctantb^ 
surrendered the names of members 
of ibuir secret society who are 
linked to a series of police scandals. 

The dedsha to provide the list 
followed an extraordinaiy dispute 
with a committee of MPs who 
threatened to find the masons in 
eoQlerapi of Parliament if tbi^ re- 
fused to cooperate. 


Tbe United Grand Lodge, which" 
represents 340,000 Freemasons in 
England and Wiles, is to write to the 
Prime Minister, Lord ChanceUor, 
and Home Secretary, to express their 
anger and ‘‘concerns'' at the affair. 

The brotherhood provided 17 
names of fellow masons out of a list 
of 161 people, mostly police officers, 
connected to three scandals 
The affair comes at a time when 
Jack Straw, the Home Secretary, has 
proposed measures to set up regis- 
ters of Freemasons working in the 


criminal justice system. For months 
the Freemasons resisted requests 
from the Home Affairs Select CtXDr 
mittee for the names of their mem- 
bers as part of an inquiry into 
whether the brotherhood was re- 
sponsible in anyway for a number 
of notorious scandals. 

A formal order was issued by the 
Sergeant at Arms after the Lodge’s 
Grand Secretary, Commander 
Michael Highom, refused to release 
the names at a bad-tempered bear- 
ing of the cammittee two weeks agP- 


Howeverthe Freemasons yes- 
terday provided a list of eight out 
of about 60 police officers, a small 
number of journalists, magistrates, 
judges and a barrister, connected to 
the IRA pub bombing mve^igadon 
that lead to the wrongful conviction 
of the Birmingham See seven names 
from 96 membeta of disbanded 
West Midland Serious Crime Squad 
; and two out of seven officers con- 
nected to the John Stalker affair, in 
which the deputy chief constable of 
Greater Manebester was suspend- 


ed from his investigation into 
whether tiie RUC operated a shoot- 
to-kill policy. 

In a letter to the Committee 
chairman, Ltixxir MP Chris MuUin. 
Cmdr Higham said: ‘The Board is 
extremely uncomfortable about this 
compulsion and has been reluctant 
to provide the informatioo, be- 
cause in its view the Committee's in- 
quiry is an invasion into the privacy 
of themen concerned, who tmve not 
consented to their names being 
disriosed." ; 


Prescott 
digs in 
on sale 
of Tube 


By Colin Brown 
and Randeep-Ramesh 

JOHN Prescott, Deputy Prime 
Ministtf, has risked putting the 
Old back into Labour by guar- 
anteeing Lc«don Underground 
wffi remain "public^ controlled 
and publicly accountaUe**. 

The pledge was in a letter to 
former Ibiy MP Hugh Dykes, 
an (^ipoDent of raO privatisa- 
tion. The phrase echoes words 
used by Labour in' opposition. 
The commitment was dropped 
from the election manifesto, de- 
spite being sf^noved by the par- 
ty's membership. 

Mr Prescott has taken an in- 
creasing hard line with the pri- 
vate sector, perceived to be 
lining directors’ pockets while 
providing a poor service. The 
week has seen the Deputy 
Prime Minister weighing in for 
the taxpayer after the Nation- 
al Audit Office criticised the 
handling of the sale of British 
RaD's rolling stock. Sold in 
1996 for £l,8bn, months later 
they were bought up for 
£265bn, netting directors mil- 
lions. Mr Prescott said: “The 
rolling-stock companies have 
been getting fot at the taxpay- 
ers' expense. It is oompleiety un- 
acceptable." 

He also put paid to plans by 
FlistBus to buy up Great West- 
ern. Again, fbimer British Rail 
direcfois stood to make tniUioas 
despite providing a service 
where almost one in five trains 
is “officially” late. FirstBusyes- 
ter^y met the franchising di- 
rector. John O'Brien, who has 
taken “guidance" from the 
Deputy Prime Minister. This 
means any change in owneishq) 
will require tough new punctu- 
ality targets, investment on new 
trains and lower fares. 
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Today^ forecast 
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Outlook for tile next few days 
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High tides 
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1 HAVE just met a formula that 
Europe’s weather. Go- 
ing by the name of Gcirczyns- 
td's Cootinentality Indea^ it 
says: 

K>1.7(A/sinB)-20.4 
where A is the annual temper^ 
ature range in degrees Celtios, 
and 8 is the latitude angle of the 
location under consideralion. 

The idea of the formula bto 
obtain a precise measure of the 
Uiilereoce in climate between 
places near the sea and those in 
the middle of a land mass. In 
general, places with a maritime 
climate will have a lower range 
of temperature (A) than land- 
locked locations. With the 
oceans reieasing their stored 
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heat at a slower cate than the 
land, Uuty provide a sort of ther- 
mal lagging for anywhere near 
the coasL Britain, for example, 
has a generally moderate cli- 
mate because foe sea is colder 
than the land in amimer and 
warmer than foe land in winter, 
thus cooling us down when it's 
hot, and warming us when it’s 
cold 

So foe value of K in the for- 
mula will be higher in places fisr 
from the sea where A takes a 
larger value. The “sin 8" term 
simply enables foir compa^ 
Isons fo be made between 
places on different latitudes. 

When all foe values of R have 
been worked out, they are then 
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scaled to produce a range from 
zero ai the most ocsanic sites to 
100 at extreme continental lo- 
cations. Wues of the scaled fig- 
ures in Eurc^ indude 10 for 
London, 21 Berlin and 42 for 

Moscow-vrtiich is a fair reflec- 
tion of foe bitter Russian printers. 

Britain is parked in a par- 
ticularly fine ^t because it 
benefits from the North At- 
lantic Drift (foe extension of foe 
Gulf Stream) by which the pre- 
vailing soufo-westerly winds 
bring waxin water from Florida 
slowty in our direoibn (the wa- 
ter takes almost a year to com- 
plete foe joum^). So whfle our 
maritime dimate brings us low- 
er extremes of temperature. 


foe oyerali temperatures arc 
higher than might be expected 
aiiyway. 

Even takiDg all this into ac- 
oouot, it is siril^g just bow dif- 
ferent climates can be at places 
at foe same latitude. The north 
of Scotland, for example, etgoys 
January temperatures some 20C 
higher than the world average 
at foe same latitude, while tem- 
peratures ht certain kxsUiODS in 
the souilMast of Siberia — again 
at foe same latitude -r. may be 
45C lower than average. 

It’s not just how niucfo sun- 
shine a place receives - it’s bow 
weO (Ik oceans store and spread 
that energy that determines 
foe climate. 
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A good man to know if you’re broke 
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Did his loan to 
Moscow secure 
telecom deal? 


Scott 


digs in 
sale 
of Tube 
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By PhU Reeves i n Moscow 

MOSCOW WAS foiwd to go cap- 
m-hand to the American Gnander 

y Soros, last year for a quick- 

le loan. ^ 

Mr Soros gave the Russian cov- 
«J^ent a one-week bridging loan 
or severe hundred million ddOai^ 
June in oiderto he4> It pay some 

of Its he% debts in ba^ wages. 

Although foe sum is trifling when 

rao^>arBd with foe couutiy's SlSObn 
(£94bo) mostly long-term foreign- 
held debt (or even its more urgent 
$60bn hi^interest short-term rou- 
ble bonowings), the loan has ni^ 
eyebrows in Moscow’s finann al dr- 

ctes. It was granted only a month be- 
fore Mr Soros put up nearly Jibn 
to help fond a successful bid for 
S'Tasfovest, one of foe most sou^- 
af^ arid viciously fou^t-over prizes 
of Russia's privatisation process. 

The sell-off of the teleconuno- 
nications company has long been 
shrouded in controvert. It triggered 
a squabble between foe losing bid- 
ders and the govennneoL And it was 
at foe centre of a political 
after it was revealed last November 
that Anatoly Chubais, Boris ’Vkhsm's 
right-hand man and economics gmu, 
and several other offidals each ac- 
cepted $90,000 advances for an un- 
published book from a publishing 
company linked with Userixnbank, 
whicfo foe winning consoithniL 

Three ofBdals were pronqrtfy 
sacked over the scandal by Mr 
Yeltsin, delivering a blow tO'Mr 
Cbiibais^s lefomnst team from which 
it has yet frilly fo recover. "There is 
obvious^ 00 evidence that Mr Soros 
did anything untoward,” said one 
^tfestero fioasd^ amlyst in Moscow, 
"But you have to wonder if his loan 
may wdl have a been a sweetener for 
foe Svyasinvest deal” 

Intriguingly, the Russian gov- 


ernment approadied Mr Soros for 
a second loan in Dece n foer, which 
he declined^ aiguri^ tiiat "he (fidn’t 
want to mnW; a hatrit of jt*. 

Mr Soros— vdio has qient SSSOin 
on diaxxtdile pregects m Rosaa m the 
las decade —‘sad his loan was to 
bri^ agaphefiore a $2ta eurobond 
issue in July. The fi n a nei^r Hag sug- 
gested that the govemmenl turned to 
hhn because h-cSd nm want to un- 
dennioe foe confideooe of '<Ustem 
bankeg i n w e rfv cd in the issue. 

But the move is also a measure 
of foe anzieQF of the govermnem 
about the social and poUtical con- 
sequences if it &fled to do somefon^ 
to ease foe masave criris of unpaid 
wages and pehakms, which have 
prompted strikesand protests across 
foe country. Mr Yeltan bad set a 
deac&ine frir paying offpensioDS of 
1 July 1997, xaiang foe posatuli^ 
that Mr Soxo^s money was, in fact, 
used for this purpose. 

Sources indicated yesterd^ that 
foe fritenutional Monetary Fund . 
(IMF), which is dcisely monrtoring 
Russia's finarw^ W8S DOt informed 
of the SOFOS loan. But neither has 
it caused its officials gcAt concern. 

However, the IMF wQl be close- 
ly watching for further evidence foal 
Russia is discreetty bomiwing from 
Western banks and finandeis in ca- 
dertooffretiispnfolein^wlucfaiD- 
(Jode an foOTtM mievNmes c^more 
than $Sbn. At the height of the 
Asian crisis at the end of last year, it 
quietly borrowed $950m from West- 
em banks, again tomeet its wag^ UL 

Matters are unlike^ to improve 
soon, desphe foe vote tluswi^ by - 
tbeStateDumaQo^houseofpar- . 
liament) to approve a 1998 budget 
Observers say foe bn^et could 
deepen foe ntm-pa^nents crisis as 
it oveiestiniates icvemies. If this cash 
does hot come in foe ^goyenimeiit. 
will have to'start slashing anew. 



HE'S not sbonofe few quid, that George Soros, 
writes Andivw BwBttiifoe. Even by foe standards 
of the world of hi^ finance, be is conadeitd 
anexcepciotLHeniakesaniinsoafacru, losesa 

rtaiiftn there. It doesn't really matter; he's al- 
ways inihetdack. 

And is certainly an apt colour with 
ifoieh to link Mr Sores. 

t>v»r»f hkTnnafainnus flnartrialfyMijK--and 

certainly foe one which lodged foe speculator 
in the wider public consdousuess - occurred in 
September 1992, when he bet against Sterling. 
The then Ibiy Chancellor Norman Lamom 
scored one of foe financial own goals of foe cen- 
niry and Kitain lost billions before the Bank 
of En^and finally cooceeded that it bad to de- 
value foe pound. They called it Black Wsdnes- 
day. but it wasn't a bad day for Soros: be made 
£600m. 

In 1993 he was ledeoned to be foe biggest 
earner on Whll Street and analysts estimated 
he around £2,500 a minute. 

So when foe Kremlin fell into finandai dif- 
ficulties last summer and needed a friendly fi- 
nancier to befo them out with a few huncted 
mfllicm poonds or so, Sraxs was foe 

And aD this wea^ comes from just belting 
on the fwMTiTMi markets, guessing which cur- 
rencies are going to boom and w’hkfa are go- 
ing to bust When to buy, and when to sdL 
to invest and when to get out Hu makes Gor^ 
don Gekko look like and amateur 

% genera] ooosensus he has set the tone for 
BDewgcDecatiaDctfIaige,profesaona] investois. 
who run so-called bed^ funds- for wealthy 
clients. It is s^ ma^ts often hang on his 
piedkiatibns on the fortunes of gold,, silver and 
shares. An interview be emoe gave on Gennaiw's 
fortunes caused foe Marie to fall. 

^ his own admission. Soros is a gambler. 


IN THE NEWS 


GEORGE SOROS 


albeit, a very good one. "It just so happens that 
I |day the game butter and bigger ihao must peo- 
ple,” he once said, sitting in foe .^.^rd flour of 
his New York offices. 

But It hasn't always been midtowu Manhattan 
for Mr Soros. He was bom in Hungary, and fled 
asa lecnagerwbtm the Nan's invaded. Budapest 
was no place for Jewish family. He arrived in 
Britain at the end of the war, penniless and 
desparaie to build himself u himre. He .stud- 
ied at foe LSE before moving to Nuw York 

There he learnt foe trade of finance and in- 
vestment and ty 1969 Soros, then agd 39. was 
in a position to start his now famous Ou:uitum 
ofGfoore fund. He told piviential investors foe 
purpose of the fund was to "cnabfe sophist iuaiud 
investors to participtue in an inleroatiunalls di- 
versified mvedmuni portfolfo”. Bv’ 1 972 the fund 
- regisiered in the Dutch Antilles but run from 
New York by Soros Fund Management - w;lh 
worth £20m. These di^ it's worth about £ 1 2hil- 
lion and Soros ranks as America's 27th richest 
person. 

He 1& oonunitted to issues such as Btvsnia. 
the arts, minority rights and demiKTac}’. He has 
foundations in Rmsa and Eastern Eun^‘ which 
distribute around S3tX)m dollars a year, the imwt 
he was allowed to donate under US tax law. 

Soros could be described a.s a philosiipher, 
a theorist, a phnanthropLsi and a financial genuLs. 
But above aU. he's a good man to tap up if rou'rc 
cversborL 


No time to lose: Soros Is said to earn £2,500 a minute 


Photograph: AP 


MAN WHO BROKE THE BANK 

George Soros, word) an estinaaed £2,500m and 
one of the worlcTs 150 richest penile, is most 
famously known as the Man who brete the Bank 
of England. The title ame from his actions in 
September 1992. when he bet against the for- 
tunes of sterling as the chancellor. Nenm La- 
mom; tried to prop up the pound Brii^ lost 
billions as (ir Latnont squandered is gold re- 
serves before the Baltic En^and got out the 
white flag and devalued the currency The event, 
which was to cost Mr Lamont his job, was known 
as Bbdc Wecfriesdqf; but it vvas a rnarveltous (fay 
for Mr Soros, who made more than £6Q0m 1^ 
speculating ^inst sterling. 

AND ALSO LOST MILUONS 
Often overlooked by those chronicling the 

legendary exploits of Mr Soros is day he 
lost twice as much as hts Blade Wednes- 
.dqr..!Winnfaigit when the worMwide mar- 


kets tumbled in October (997. MrSoros^ 
Quantum Fund alone lost £600 m, while 
five other Soros furtcls, managed by his 
right-hand man, Stanl^ Drucirenmiller, 
lost a similar amount. Bu^ perhaps sur- 
prisn^, tills was not the first time had 
lost millions. In 1987 he lost £450m 
overnight after wrongly predicting there 
would be a crash in Tok)w and selling up. 
He shrugged the loss o^ taldng his wife 
to a dinner party. 

QUANTUM LEAPS AND BOUNDS 
Mr Sorosk most famous fond is the Quantum 
Rjnd, which he launched- in 1969 with £4m. It 
operates by charging cDents CO invest their mon- 
ey in currency comnmdity and traeresMate mar^ 
kecs as well as securities and equities. Anyone 
who invesced ^,000 in 1969 and reinvested their 
(fivkimds w3l be pleased to learn that their mon- 
ey is now worth flOm. 
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First performance of the play 
that was too hot to handle 


FIRST NIGHT 


Not About Nig h tingal es 

National Theatre, London 
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A PIECE of 20tb century 
theatre hiistoiy took place last 
night as foe National Theatre 
; presented foe worid premiere 
ofa Tennessee Wmiains play — 
a work which has never been 
seen nor even read until now, 
writes David lister. 

The late author of such emo: 
tionally charged dassies as A 
StrKtcarNamedDesnvAOu 
On A Hot Tin Foof, who died 
in 1983. is footi^t to have 
written the piece when he was 
26, six years before maldiig his 
name wlfo Thc Gloss Meruj^oit. 

No! About N’^ttbtgaUa was 
never produced, and.does not 
appear in ai^ (rf foe author's 
collected works. It was brought 
to light by Vfanessa Redgrave, 
who read a reference to it in a 
biography, persuaded the 
. \^filUanis estate to release foe 
manuscript and then ap- 
proached National Theatre 
artistic tUreclor Trevor Nunn to 
gta^ it in a co-prodilction_vrith 
her own company. • 

Nunn's staging opened last 
night in the National's small st^ 
dio foeatre, foe Cotlesloc. 



Premiere: net ne^ jiM lost 

Set in a men’s prison, foe 
play partly concerns bom()sex- 
ual r^tionships — foe proba- 
ble reason wt^ American 
publishers and theatre man- 
agements were waiy. 

lyevor Nunn, wbo directed 
1^ mgbt*s world premiere,' 
he b^d found foe work 

‘ foarm wiq g .”Ithas,hesaid,**el- 

ements of foe ^*ch you 

would assodale with Tfcnnessee 
uu niiamsj but is not realty like 
aTennesee ^‘amspl^.lt is 


Phooogr^ih: Ganlnc Lewb 

abom ayouqg laistxierwbo has 
a poetic sense of himsejf and 
wfaac he wants to achieve’'. 

The play, which emerges as 
an impassioned plea forjustioe 
andhumamiy. was sparked off 
fay a oew^per lejxMt of a 
prison riot in. the Thirties in 
whid) four convicts w ere bni- 
tally murdered. 

' Nunn has recruited an An- 
glo-American cast in which 
Irisb actor Fmbar Lynch stars 
as the hero, Camiy.fim, oppo- 


site American Sherri Parker 
Lee and Corin Redgrave, 
.Mmessa’s broilber, as foe prison 
warden. 

\fanessa Redgrave came 
across a reference to foe pl^ in 
a new biography about foe 
youog Thnnessee Williams. She 
became intrigued and went to 
New York to urge Wniiams's 
long time friend, Maria St Juste, 
who managed his estate, to re- 
lease foe manuscript 

Maria St Juste, wbo has 
since died, had never released 
the play b^use she felt that if 
WHliams had not released it in 
his tifethne he must have had bis 
reasons. 

However, Ms Redgrave and 
she had been friends for some 
time and she agreed to release 
it to her. The annotated type- 
set^ was found among the bte 
playwright’s papers, and Ms 
Redgrave secured foe rights 
for its perfonnaoce. 

The one misfortune for her 
was that foe main female pait 
isa 19year-(ildseaetazy,whkh 
she is too old to pl^. The one 
mid(fle-agcd woman in foe play 
appears onty foe a brief scene. 
Nevertheless, foe was keen to 
play 'that role, until 'B^vor 
Nunn told her it would be in- 
appropriate for her to take 
sufo a small Idle. 


Bride of Wildenstein must pay for surgery 


By Marcus Thnner 


JOCELYNE . Vildenstein, 
whose addiction to plastic 
surgciy has famously wrought 
havoc with her face, wiD ha'® 
to pay for her own obsesaon m 

That was foe verdict of a "US 
i iiHpe. ending foe bitter ttivorce 
battle between Jocetyn and hw 
wealthy but ^ col- 

lector ex-husband, Alec ^den- 

**Thc wife sba^^ ^ Tcspoosi- 

ble for all elective plastic 
suigery and cosmetic pio^ 
dui«andshaUber^n^je 

for their cost,”said Manhattan 


Supreme Cburl Judge Marilyn 

Di^ond. 

Jocelyn may have to pay for 
hw own scahsel work, but foe 
will get a slice of her hufoantTs 
money, in the fonn of 
main tenance a year and to 
town honse in New York’s 

per East Side where she cau^ 

her husband in bed last Sep- 
tember With with his tecna^ 

. giijfiiend. hfr wadensicm ^ 
also have to throw in foe 15^ 
yeaw)ld chateau oui^e Pans 
M Tgnv. a ranch in Kenya 
foat comes with 66,000 acres 

and 55 artificial lakes. 

Mr VWdeostein need wt 

foel too nnich ouf of pocket Hti 


fether, 'Daniel, is reputed to be 
foe rifoest dealer in the 
world, the judge said, with ait 
galleries in New. Ybik, Paris and 
Tbkya 

Jooetyne, onfoe ofoerhand, 
w31 have to cat beck, and not 
just on those facial etperiments 
foal have given rise to sudbcni- 
ul jibes as ‘^ide of ^den- 
stein” (foe prefeis to think her 
stretched widerapart 

and inflated lips look feline). 
Her new allowaDce, vfoich 
wocks out at about $140,000 a 
nionfo, would scarcety cover the 
cost of a sin^ haute couture . 
dppsp from foe Paris fashion 
sbows she loves to attend. The 


judge said Jocetyn Wfldensteio 
alw nseri to q>end abput Slto 
. a year on jcweOeiy at Cartier. 

\li^2deiBtein Ibii^t hk wife's 
finandai demands, saying he 
onty eained $175,000 a year as 
ins father's peisonal asststant, 
and owned no real property. He 
said to oc-coi^^ houses were 
owned by he SOyearmld father. 

The judge said >XfiIdeastein 
had never hK&catcd tbat bis wife 
too much, aside from 
opposisg what he called '‘her 
bizarre pjycbologieal procfiviiy 
to have continuing plastic 
surgery and hair transplaDls 
and tatibomg, whidi has sub- 
mitted us -to public ridicule". 
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Pollution disaster 
at power station 




i.v; 


Bjr Nicholas Sehoon 

Enwwirneni Correspondent 

BEinAIhrS most expend anti- 
poUuCioa equipment has broken 
down after just four years, lead" 
ing to a surge in emiaoQs of acid- 
rain gases from Western 
Europe’s largest power station. 
Now Nationai Power Ls seeking 
permission to run its Drax pow- 
er Station near York for at least 
the next few months with its 
fume-deaning plant out of action. 

The JE640m flue gas desul- 
phuiisation (FGD) equipment 
removes about 90 per cent of the 
sulphur diojdde from the 4.000 
ffl^awatt coal-fired station's ex- 
haust fumes. The gas is a lead- 
ing air pollutant and a major 
amtdbutor to acid rain, which 
riaini^p* forests and buSdi/igs. 

The shut down is due to 
cracks in the 12 fans, each 15 
feet across, which blow the hot 
gases through six FX3D units. 


They were discovered during 
emergen^ diecks made after 
a similar fan at an Italian pow- 
er station shattered at speed. 

In^Kctois found aO of Drax's 
fans were faDing, but while some 
had only tiny cracks otheis had 
spread more than halfway 
through inch-thick steel. The 
smictuies cany vast stresses, eadi 
weighing 1 1 kxb and spinning at 
10 levolutioDS per second. 

All the fans, buUt by How^ 
dens in Belfast, will now have 
to be replaced, which may take 
two years and will cost millions. 

Under its aulhonsation - or 
licence to pollute - from the 
Government's Environment 
Agency, Drax can produce 
100,000 tons of sulphur dioodde 
a year. But with the PCD out 
of action, the power station wiU 
break this linut by mid-summer 
if it carries on burning coal. 

National Power has applied 
for a temporary increase in 



annual emission levels up to 
270,000 tons. The agency has 
not yet decided wbethCT to 
gi^t this, but has asked the 
company to eqilain how it vrill 
get the FGD equipment re- 
' paired as fast as po^ble. 

The company said it was 
tal that Dras was aDowed to car- 
ry on working. *Tbe fact ia, that 
even with the FGD out of action, 
it is still one.of the two cleanest 
coal-fired power stations in 
Britain,’* a spokesman said. It is 
a modem, h^-e£6cieoqr plant 
using low-sulpburooal from the 
nearby Selby piL The only oth- 
er British power statum with 
FGD is PowerGen's Ralclifie cm 
Soar plant in Nottingbamshire. 

Don Ridley, the Environ- 
ment Agenqr manager han- 
dling the Drax shutdown, 
accepted this argument for 
keeping Drax running. **But 
we also want to ensure pollu- 
tion b mmimised,'' he said. 





VVbmenimlted:Somaliai>bonisupennodelWhrwDirie, United Naliom special ambassador on fcraategentelmut^^ 

Ito to Face campaign fcrwomen^equal rights yesteetlayta London. She vvasarictim of geiutaljTiutilationattliea^ of five Phoeo^aph; Rui Xavier 
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University 
relief as cuts 
reversed 


ByBea RusseH 

Education Correspondent 

ACADEMICS won a reprieve 
yesterch^ as frmdmg chiefr an- 
nounced increased budgets for 
the vast xiiajority of univeraties. 

All but 24 of England's uni- 
veraties and college of higher 
educatiott will get a real-terms 
increase m grant, and no insti- 
tution will be cut by more than 
one per cent next year, the 
Higher Education Funding 
Coundl for England said. 

Professor Brian Fender, 
HEFCE chief executive, said 
the £3.8bn budget reprinted 
a 2.7 per cent increase on (be 
current year, sligfatiy above 
inflation. 

The ahocadc^. would Ifmit 
cuts in fiindmg per student to 
one per cmii: s^nificantfy bet- 
ter than the 35 per cent foil ab- 
sorbed by nniveisities over the 
past eight years. “Some move- 
ment in the i^t directiOD is how 
we would describe it,” he said. 

The allocations indude pro- 
ceeds from the £l,000-a-year tu- 
ition fees to be imposed on 
undergraduates for the first 
time in October. 

^ce chancellors welcomed 
the announcement, but warned 
the settlement did nothing to 
meet Sir Ron Dealing's rec- 
ommendation that an extra 
£? 00 m ^xxild be plou^ed into 
improvements to ’ university 
buildings and equipment 

Diana Whrwick. chief exec- 
utive of the Committee of Vice 
Chancellors and Principals, 
said:'”While this is a wefeome 
step in the right direction for 
Ellwand, there is a long way to 
go in addressing tiie financed 
crisis still facing universities 
and colleges.” 

Lecturers praised funding 
chiefo for limiting the cuts, but 
warned of the effects on the 24 
utuvei^Ues and colleges fadng 


a fall in income in real terms. 
Institutions fodng a slight real- 
terms cut include Oxford, Man- 
chester and the London School 
of Economics. 

An LSE spokeswoman said: 
“It’s really not very good, but 
it’s a lot better tiian we thought 
it was going to be.” 

David Iriesman, general 
secretary of the Association of 
University Ifeadieis, sai± The 
universities are hanging on by 
their finger nails. MVh recognise 
a serious effort b being made 
to inject stability but it remains 
acoDstant problem while aD the 
big policy dectsions for higher 
etfocation are on rce.” 

Professor Fender said be 
hoped the Govenunent’s fiin- 
dame'ntal spending review 
wouM yield extra rnoney for uiii- 
versities in future years. 

llie total number of uni- 
versity places funded wQl rise by 
6,000 to 738,000 next year, uni- 
versities wfll learn later this 
month whether their numbers 
can increase. 

But Piofesaor Fender said be 
had DO d^ails about how many 
people would enter university 
as of Prime Minister Iboy 
Blair’s pledge to offer 500,000 
extra univeirity and college 
places by 2002. 

“We have been arguing for 
a fair ^are of these 500,000 
places, but they certainly can- 
not be ofiered on the dieap: we 
will need this to be fully fimd- 
ed.” 

This year’s allocatioos wiU 
not affect college fees, which 
chann el an eAia £35m into 
Oxford and Cambridge. The 
HEFCE had seal a confidential 
report to mmisters, and was 
awaiting a decisioD on the issue, 
ProfesMr Fender said. 

Last week it emeiged that 
Torty Blair had backed down 
over plans to cut the extra 
Ori>ridge grant 


Peers block move 
for cheap medicine 


By Colin Brown 

Chief Fbliticat Correspondent 

PEERS last night Stopped the 
Government from launching 
a court challenge which could 
have gtyen supermarkets the 
right to sell non-prescriptioG 
drugs, such as headache pills 
and cough mixture, at cut 
prices. 

ASDA, the supermarket 
chain, accused the peeis of ig- 
noring consumers’ interests 
and warned they “could legal- 
ty enshrine price-fixing by man- 
ufacturers on . everyday 
medicines and vitamins”. 

The Consumers' Associa- 
tion attacked the Lords' ded- 
sk)Qasa”taxontheziifiiiD” and 
said it would mean people 
would continue paying inflated 
prices for over-the-counter 

wiedirinajL 

The defeat - the third for tile 
Government- in a week - came 
I during the final stages of the 


Cornpetition Bill vriien a cross- 
party ameodmeot was ap- 
proved by 138 to 81to stop the 
Office of Fair Trading chal- 
lenging resale price mainte- 
nance On over-the-counter 
medicines in the retricUveprae- 
tioes court 

The President of the Board 
of Irade, Margaret Beckett 
could seek to overturn the de- 
feat in the Commons, but the 
Govenmeot now faces a 
dfl^nma. Frank Dobson, the 
Health Secretary, and a group 
of 133 Labour Mlb are back- 
ing the pharmadsts, who warn 
they will be forced out of busi- 
nes if supermarkets are al- 
lowed to slash the price of 
non-prescriplioo dru^ 

The corrununity pharmacy 
action group bss bwn success- 
ful in the Lords, and will be 
stsf^Ang up its efforts to prevent 
the Government reversing Che 
vote mth its majority in the 
Commons. 
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Nasa spacecraft detects water on the Moon 


ByChwIes Arthur 

Saence Editor 

there fe water on the 

Moon: U nriUion to 330 imni^ 
^ disperaeToS 
square mfles at the satd- 

form of ice, is present in W 

amounts beneath the sor&i^ 


^fuchooiild makeiipostilfefO ' 
set a pexmaneni base m 
space, 

Inooatosttolhebidbfa^- 
It 18 tnombs ago, wbeo ihs SCH 
mitists said that t^ hadfonnd 
fossil evidence ofiifeonMaxs, 


leaa (dmectsd by the 


It said the ice is **w*n hi>ted in 
“scattered poActs”, TnM>nTng 
its ttsefiihiess is “not inzme^ 
ateb^ dem. Wlifle the evidenoe 
of water ice is quhe stxDQ& the 


at«is^'«eak,* wniiam 

a Dqx^^ 

eigr«sewdigj-0!ir data are 
coBsisent wHb fteiaesence of 
ice m veny concai- 

tcations acnns a significant 
n u mber of cntera” 

Hie qnesdon wiD be how 
ea:^ h is fo “mioe** the ice and 
tom ft into watei^'dien info hs 
constituent h y d roge n and oaq^ 


gen. Spealdng at Nasa*s Ames 
Research Centre m Moffet 
Ffold, Cafifunia, chief hxvesd* 
gator Alan Koder said: “tfyon 
jadoed-op a aibicyard of soil in 
the cold asM of the pole, you 
migbt findis mudi as one; two, 
maybe five gallons of water 
per cubic yard. If ... we are 
dealingwith 100 million metric 
tonnes, that’s equjval|nU to a 
lake two miles cm a si^ four 
sqnare mDes, and about 35ft 


deep. That’s a lot of water." 
Most of it is at the hin»y north 
pole, where 18,000 square mSes 
are redumed to be water-bear- 
ing, compared to 7,^ square 
miles at the south pole. Since 
landings 1969-72, sd- 
eodsts thought the Moon was 
probably diy. 

Last ^ar the Oemendne 
mission found evidence sug- 
gesting water at the poles - per- 
haps from comets which 


crashed there. The $6Sm 
(£41m) Lioinr Prospedon 
in Itnuiiy, 

htea’s first ictUTD to the Moon 
dboe the last mamiM! lantfing 
tniarintn, ApoBo 17, m 1972. 

Limm'/VoqwesBr carried ffl- 
smiments to detect afotaa par- 
ticles, gamma nys and 
neutrons, with a radar esperi- 
mcnL The data meant sdeofisis 
could anahee the Ixamr suifoce’s 


ity and magnetic feaiure& The 
^lacccraft will q>end the rest of 
year map p ing the Moon's sur- 
face. When it runs out of fool, 
it will crash into the Moon, so 

as not to become a hazard to fu- 
ture 

if water can be mined on the 
Moon, it would ease the need 

of senifing a suppfy from Earth. 

ter weighs ^ per litre ‘ the 
minimum daily requirement 
for a human - and it could take 


t hem sands of gallons to mamla?T ^ 
a pennonent Moon complex. 

The presence of water could 
also enable astronauts to make 
their own biealhing oxygen and 
to use the Moon as sort of a 
^>ttCe-based filling station. Vth- 
ter can be split into its compo- 
nents, hydrogen and ojn^n. 
O^gen could he used for 
breathing and the combination 
of hydrogen and o^^'gen can he 
used as a rocket fuel 
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A BRANCH of science that has been lan- 
guishing for decade will be revived. In the 
1970s, the Moon was declared dry (by the 
Apollo missions, which landed on die 
equivalent of the Equator) and Mars de- 
cided dead (1^ the VDciiig landers). 

People who wanted us to set up per- 
manent bases on both those boifies were 
turned bade from thw grand plans; as oth- 
ers asked: adQi q>end tnllions of dollais or 
pounds of pubUc mom^ to go to places 
which are so hostile, and useless? 

In the past 18 months though, Mars has 
been declared to have had life (at least, sd- 
entists reckoned so) and now the Moon to 
have water. 

Suddenb^. space travel is bade on the 
agenda. Fnr not onfy does the Moon have 
water at its poles, but jdanetaiygeolo^sts 
reckon there is water at h^is’s poles too. 

'Water matters because humans need at 
least two litres a day to suvive. However, 
canying it out of the Earth’s gravitational 
field is veiy esqiensive because h is heavy 
and can 't be compressed: two litres of wa- 
ter will alw^ take up two litres of qnce 
and weigh two kilograms. Raising that out 
of the Earth's gravi^ wSl cost £14,(XX) in 
fuel. ProNiding enoii^ fora permanent hi- 
nar colony woold leqoire regular siqspb' 
ships and foat makes a ba& cm a dry Mood 
impracticaL ' 

But if foere is water already tiieie, 



Man on the moon: An artisA 
Irnpression of how« permanent 
lunar base might look. Such a base 
could be used to build and launch 
rockets, allowing man to go even 
further into space. 

Rcture: OaMd Hardy 
Sdence Photo Library 


everything changes. “When you’re think- 
ing of n pennanent lunar base, this makes 
it possfote," said Dr Ellen Stofon, a Nasa 
sdentist who is planning studies fw water 
oahfoxs. - 

Ice can be melted for drinking; and it 


can be electrolysed (using tbe free solar 
power) into oxygen for breathing; and I7- 
dipgen as a rodtet frieL 

‘Tfs terribly e xc i tin g in terms cS po- 
tential, as a sdeoce base if nothing el^* 
It would be a perfoa rite for astronomical 


observation: if you thought the HaUile 
Space Telescope produced hnpresrive 
tures, wait un^ here’s a Mo^ Observa- 
tory. 

But it's not the sdence value tiiat peo- 
ple see. The Moon could be used as an as- 


sembly base for new rodrets which would 
take oS for more distant targets; initially 
Mars, but in time even further afield. 

A low-gravity base would be an ideal 
staging post on the way to other planets. 
For instance, a Mars mission could send its 


rocket to the Moon parlly-fucUed, or even 
partlybuhi; then you could finish buDding 
it in low gra^aty. ^Anything that we don't 
have to lift out of ibc Earth's gnirih' is a 
saving,” said Dr Siofan. 

A fonher advantage is that if something 
goes wrong, it's caricr to escape from Ihc 
Moon than from a mission to Mars. "It's 
only three days away.” explained Dr Sto- 
fan. “You can bail out more easily - it's a 
whole diSerem thing if you're eight or nine 
months out.” 

How soon will it arrive, and how big wQl 
it be? That depends on how ea^’ it is to 
buikl teliabte rivdtas - safe from meteorites 
- and to mine the ice. Certainly, by the mid- 
dle of the nest century there will be some- 
thing permanent there. 

How much will it cost? Certainly, bil- 
lions. “It will take an international effort.” 
said Dr StoCatL “But I think that's the way 
everybody would want to do h.” However, 
she doesn’t see it sui^lanting the present 
efforts ID build an International Space Sta- 
tion to replace the aging Mir. “Tlie space 
station is the first step in working outride 
tbe Earth's atmo^ere,” said Dr Stofan. 
“But you have to do it slowly. We've nev- 
er tried to build anything in space. People 
forget bow complex U is: they see Star Trek 
on TV and think ‘Oh, we’re there already'. 
Really, h'k much more conqiUcated, and we 
have to do it one step at a time.” 


Navy hit by broadside over 
buying endangered wood 


By Nicholas Sdioon 

Environment Corresponden t 

THE MINISITCY of Defence 
has bought huruireds of tonnes 
of endangered Brazilian ma- 
^ bogany from a company in- 
volved in Qlegal log^g, the 
eavironmental pressure group 
Friends of the Earth alleges. 

The lough, dark hardwood 
from the Amazon zainfoiests is 
becoming ever scarcer. While 
logging companies routinely 
flout Brazil's own laws and 
controls on tbe trade, there is 
hardly any regrowtii because 
mahogany is drfficnlt to 
grow in plantations. 

Yesterday, the MdD admit- 
ted it had puidiased more than 
200 tonnes of tbe tropical tim- 


ber, but said ft had seen no 
“condnsive” evidence that it 
had been coz down and ex- 
tracted illegal^. It admitted 
th^ftrefiedcmitssiqiplier’sde'- 
daration that the wD^ was pro- 
duced legally, rather than 
carrying out its own chedcs. 

The ministry declined to 
say exactly why the Navy need- 
ed mahogany, what ships it 
would be used for, and vdiy oak 
- the tzaditional shipbufiding 
timber - fr'om sustainable 
sources in Britain conld not be 
used instead 

‘Tfsveiy disable and work- 
able, and we use it only for re- 
frsbistaing decking . and 
sheeting,'’ said a qtokesman. 

But the British govezmneni^s 
own view is that tiie mighty ma- 


hogany ft in trouble. That is 
ft pressed last year for exports 
to be contrdled under the Con- 
vention on the Trade in En- 
cUo^Bred ^lecaes •- even thoi^ 
Britrin ft one of tbe world’s 
biggest inqxirteis. 

Friends of the Earth have 
sent a report on the iliegal log- 
ging to the Secretaiy of State 
Defence, George Robertson, 
foUowing a nme'^motOh inves- 
tigation m Brazil during whidi 
both timber shipments and doc- 
uments were tracked from 
forests and Indian reserves. 

The MoD’s supplier was a 
UK company, Fari» Ejsling- 
bniy, winch in torn purchased 
the timber from a major Biazi]- 
Jan timber tradeiy. 

Riends of the Earth say 


their investigation found the 
RraTTlian firm had takwn thou- 
sands of toDoes moie mahogaz^ 
from forests than it was entitled 

Brazilian environment agency. 

Parker IQsIingbuiy’s manl 
aging director. Ole Salven, in- 
risted his firm done aO it 
reasonably could to ensure tbe 
mahogany was extracted legal- 
ly. “We've shown due dili- 
gence,” he said. 

FbE rainforest campaigner 
Sarah *^ck said: “Illegal 
loggiog ft rife and the whole 
certification system ft com- 
pletefy flakey.” 

Gwen the that sur- 

Tonnds the trade, tbe MoD 
should not take ai^mahogai^ 
from BrazO at all, she added. 


ock move 


p me 


dici"' 




Mass killer buried 
lover under patio 

A former Broadmoor, inmate and 
m^c.:iHiia-nniriteiedhft lover and buried 
her under a patio, then shot hims e lf , an 
inquest at Wndsor’s corc»er*s court was 
told yesterday. 

P^ul Beediam, 55, killed Rfta Rid- 
diesworth with a singfo blow to the bead, 

buried her in the gaito and told her sons 
rile had DD^tovisitafiiead.'ft'O weeks lai- 
I 


in Bracloidl, Berisihire. East Berkdnte 
Itobert WOsoh recorded a ve^ 
that MIS lUddlesworth, 5L was untew^ 
yjled and Beecham oonniutted aiickle. 

Beecbam, sent to Broadmoor in 1969 
for the manslaughter c£bis mother, felher, 
grandfather and ^andinoAer, was 

teased to 1985. He met Mis RKMesworth 

through the League of Friends in 1981. 

Sex abuse inquiry 

Li^lBShire police have laimch^a 
ior investigation into allegations of mt^ 
iency at three children^ homes m tiie 
county. Tlte inquiry wiU emtre ^ aUe-. 
™Sofi»decenc,.ttt.cha^ 
mM 1980*s and mid 1990 s. . 

ouesi of Lincolnshire Sociai SetvTO The 
^ miirv revolves around the activities^ 

department^ 



New beginning for 
police inspector 

A FEMALE police officer ^ brou^t 
. ■- aAOIfflCt T 9fk 


cohishire Frilice has rerigned and ^ 
ffaasfer next week to the Humberside 
fOi«,which investigated her emptoyere 

hBpector Cycleoa Fleming (pwtDred) 

was^Mded on foU for two ye« 
oendtog discfolinaiy charges brought ^ 
J^cSShire PoBw after she.i^ 
nying to secretly tape-record coheres, 
industrial tribunal condemned ^ 

nforpoliceofScersfora“deplorable at- 

So equality, and 

^ehadcherwanaDicardapdunrform, 


Prescott’s Jag gets 
green replacement 

JAGUAR ft teidadng John Iftosooti's 
^4XX) ministerial carwith a P-registered 
model that can be converted to liquid gas 
to underline his commitmeat to green 
transport policies. 

The Deputy Prime Minister last night 
told MPs Aat Jaguar had been unable to 
convert faisminftterialJagbutliad agreed 
to it^dace h at i» com cost m the tmqi^ 

The car win be one of OD^ two Jaguars 
. m tltocomitiy whkh are craverted to take 
gas power. 'Tte car ft sfoondhand, and was 
usedhy Jaguar as a test vehicle. 

He ft take deliveiy of foe car 

very shord|y and is ggrtain to be hoping 
to have the keys in time for the Chas- 
cetlorft Budget on 17 Mazdi, which is ex- 
pected to contain higher tastes on “gas 
guzzlers”. 

On the run again 

TEENAGER Peter Kerry, who hit foe 
headlines in 1996 when he ran aw^ to 
Malayria whh his fetber’s passport and 
credit card, has gone mftring again. 

Thft trip could cost him a scholarship 
to a top public school worth neatly 
160.000 over two years. Harrow school, 
m north London, where Peter, 17, vroo a 
place to do A Le^ has said be may have 
to forfeit foe award when he returns. 
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Siiice Gateway 2000 be^n life on a fetxn, we undeiscand 
more than most the importance of a feesh pioducL Thatk wly 
we build your computer oo^ when you order it. This way 
you know your FC hasnk been sinir^ in a warehouse 
gathetiitg dust The G5233 system shown here is only one 
exanqjfe of vvbat Gatewsy 3000 can znake for you. Wd like to 
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our fresh tedhnobgy together with ourtedmical sup^)orc for as 
long as you own your GATE\Swy“ system, 
makes Gateway 2000 unbeamUe value. Call 
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not foigetting to ask about our fiodUe 
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Ringing the charges: Transport of delight 0^)> the rugby player Rob Andrew; a night-clubber keeping in touch; cricketer niil Tixfiien sbnnplng a businessman with essential tool of the trade; and a waiKer 

Watchdog accuses mobile-phone firms of rip-off 


By Glenda Cooper 

SmsJ Alfan Correspondent 


CONSUMERS who call mobile 
phones are being ripped off with 

high prices, the telephone watchdog 
Ohel said yesterday. Its dircctor- 
generah Don Cniickshank said be 
wanted to sec the cost of calls from 
fixed lines to mobiles slashed 
more than a third, from 3^ to 20p. 

He has referred British Telecom 
and the two biggest mobile net- 
worls, Madafbne and Cellnet. to the 
Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission. The networlcs stand to 
lose £2QQm a year if the MMC 
agrees vrith OfteL ”>A>dafbae, Cell- 
net and BT are using their control 
of this bottleneck and their market 


power to charge customers too 
much," said Mr Cruidshank. “I 
think it is fair to say being tipped 
off is the right pfarase." 

He hoped the MMC would use 
the opportunity to look at pricing 
of motriles as a whole. Around 5 bO- 
Uon minutes are spent on mobile 
phones every year and the number 
is growing 40 per cent. In Jan- 
uary the networks revealed record 
connections in the run-up to Christ- 
mas and current S million people 
own fflobQe phones. 

The networks argue that the cost 
of calls was reduced from 37p to 32p 
last October but Mr Cruickshank 
said it had been "progress under 
duress" and it was not enough. 
While local day calls now cost 3.5p 


per minute and nadonal calls cost 
dTp, caQs to mdifle phones oast 3^. 
**10 the ordinary consumer that in- 
stiDctively looks wrong, and they ate 
dead right,” Mr , Cruickshank 
added, “^^at worries people, for 
example, is when th^ have made 
a five-minute call to a plumber or 
a friend for a quick chat, and th^ 
then get a bill for around JEZ30.” At 
the moment the customer is charged 
32p for a minute's call to a mobQe 
from a fixed line. Of that 19p goes 
to Vsdafoae or Cellnet and 6.9p to 
BT The rest is accounted for by Y4T 
and discounL 

Oftel says that it should be re- 
duced to 2Gp, with \bdafbue gettiog 
13p and BT 4p. Tb^ feel there is 
□o justification for ETT charging rig- 


nificantfy more for a mobile than a . 
iandZioe. “This is business BT are 
not making any effort to generate. 
This is business Aat the advertisiiig 
campa^ns of oomi»aies like Mxla- 
fooe and Orange, are generating,** 
said Mr Cruickshank. “Quire why 
BT*s take should be . higher for 
calling to mobQe phones than fixed 
lines escapes me.” 

Yescer^y’s annooncement fol- 
lows an 18-month investigarion by 
Oftel into diaiges made from a mo- 
bile phone to a landlfne . The smd|y 
found British custraners are paying 
some of the highest charges in the 
world. Cellnet azKl ^fodafone were 
also smgied out for charges imposed 
on customers when calls to their mo- 
bfle phones go unanswered or are 


diverted to another oundrer. A 
spokesman for BT said yestend^ 
that the cpmpaty would co-opesate 
with the MMC investigatxon but 
added: “We emphatically rqect the 
su^estion-that we are ripping off 
callers. “The m^or component of 
the price diacged to our customers 
is what we have to pay the mobile 
companies for delivermg the calL . 

Chris Oent, diief executive of 
Vadafooe, said: “Competition is the- 
best form of regulation and the UK, 
with four mobile phone operators, 
is the most oomp^tive market in 
Etmspe ^ Wh bdieve the refererice 
to the MMC was not necessary, as 
the gap between the actual rate ^ 
declhie of the cost of calls to mo- 
biles and Oftel's target is not that 


gt^” Securicor,40pcrceaat share- 
holder in Cellnet, the conv- 
oy would be giving “constructive 
siq^rt” to the hMC review but 
oonaidered that its cates were “ftil- 
.ly justified*'. 

Mr Cruickshank said he would 
like to see unifonn prices fbr'all calls 
to all mobile networirs, including 
smaller operators IQoe Orange and 
0rre20ne, introduce within the 
next two years. 

But he added that the overall 
prices paid bycnstomecs, including 
the cost of handsets, line rentaland 
caD diarges, put Britain in the top 
of the wo^ league for bosiness cus- 
toizieis, although prices for resi- 
dential users remained less 
competitrve. 


Comparing costs 

daytFne rates, psnee 

35 
30 
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Price Of a 3 minute call 
korriflx0dtDmoUe,£ 
Coa^^.TMpiles BtrimOagbx 
Franco 1.24 _ 0.63 

GwftiBV ; v^g? ■ Ml 

MM . 1.06 ' 0.67 

' 0-« 

Spda . 1,15 0-66 

.W ‘ i’». • 0.92 



Lookinglbr a fixed 
rate mortage as low as 



4.95% 5.3% APR? 




Then look no further. With a Halifax ^ed r^‘ mortgage deal, not only do you get a range of mortgages from 
as low as 4.95% 5.3% APRr but with our IV^rt^g^romise you'll also be able to know how much you can borrow in 
just 15 minutes. We will even give you a fr^ vaJuaJibn of up to £405f as well as expert help and advice. So if you’re 
looking for a great deal on a fixed rate mo^a^/^rything points to the Halifax. 


FOR A 15 MINUTE MORTGAGE DECISION CALL IN lO A BRANCH OR PHONE 0800 20 3049 
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HAUMX 


GetalrttleextrahelpL 

www.haB^ULco.uk 
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YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 


Mardi Gra 
hunt has 
cost £1 m 


By Jason Den n ett o 

Crime Correspondent 


SCOTLAND YARD has spent 
mote than £lm hunting the 
Mai^ Gra bomber, who struck 
for the 33rd time on Wednes- 
day when a package eiqstoded 
firing sholgim pellets into a 
teenager’s leg. 

A psychologist has provided 
the police with an “offender 
profile’’ of the exiortibiiisc in an 
attempt to obtain clues into his 
character and motivation. De- 
tectives hope the use of a 
profiler, ma^ famous by the 
Cracky television series, will 
help open new lines of tn- 
quiiy. There is also speculation 
that the police m^be ttyingset 
up a dialogue with the offisoder. 
possibly through personal 
adverts in a newspaper. 

The vast amount of money 
bmng^pent by the Metropolitan 
Ptdice on trying to uncover the 
self-atyled Mardi Gra terrorist 
shows the growing concern that 
someone could be seriously 
maimed or killed by one of his 
home-made explosve devices. 

The darker was ilhistrated in 
the most recent incident on 
Wednesday night in which a de- 
vice containing a shotgun car- 
tri(}ge exploded outside a 
Sainsbuiy’s store in {forest HiU, 
south-east I^mdon, injuring a 
17-year-old youth. 

Last month, the same store 
was targeted when a motorist 
suffered shock after a small de- 
vice, hidden in a plastic bag he 
had foond near the supennar- 
ket, etqploded in his car. 

The 17-year-oId suffered 
wounds to Itis leg, although the 
injuries were not' serious. A 
spokeswcMnan fix' Scotland ThTd 


said; “OfBoeis tiavc examined 
the device and by the way it is 
cmistructcd can confirm it is the 
work of the Mardi Gra b(xnlx:r.” 

A senior Scotland Yard 
source confirmed that more 
than £lm had been spent on the 
investigation so far arid that an 
offender profile bad been ob- 
tained. He said: “Profiling can 
give us a range of options and 
a range of motivations.” 

He added* “(This is] a per- 
son who is st^hlsticated enough 
to put together Che devices and 
has evaded detection for many 
months. Although no one has 
been killed so for, that's more 
by hick than derign.” 

Profiling has had mixed suc- 
cess, altbou^ usualfy it can only 
provide extra clues rather than 
unveiling the name of the 
criminaL 

The Mardi Gra bomber is 
deaify very skQlftil at tearing few 
dues. This has lead lo specula- 
tion chat be - or at an outside 
chance, she - is a former or serv- 
ing police officer, or member of 
the security services. 

The bomber began in 1994 
and first targeted Barclays Bank 
and moved to Sainsbury's in 
1996. It is believed he has already 
struck three times this year. 
The second most recent attack 
was on 12 Bforuaiy near the {for- 
est H31 store. The motorist in- 
volved threw the bag out of his 
car in shock after it oqrioded He 
had pideed it up after he saw it 
unattended near the store. A 
week earlier, a device eiqaloded 
at a bus stop near a Sainsbury's 
in Ealing. No one was hurt 

Anyone with information 
should call the police confi- 
dential hotline on 0800789321. 


Nuclear fuel firm 
to sponsor Scouts 


ENVIRONMENTAL cam- 
paigners have attadeed a spon- 
sorship deal which will see 
scouts' pro&ieiiGy badges car- 
lying the logo of the country’s 
nudear power oooqsany. 

British Nuclear Ifoels 
(BNFL) announced that it is to 
pay the Scout Association 
£30,000 over three years in re- 
turn for its name to be carried 
on the popular sdentisfs badge. 

But Bieixls of the Earth crit- 
icised the plans as a “cynical” 

eKidse and an attempt to cash 
in on the scouts’ good image. 
Tbtiy Juniper. FoE campaigns 
director, said; “This is the 
^ical strategy of a company 
which finds itself fielding fierce 
public criticism and turns to a 
carii-strapped gcxxl cmise to buy 
an advantage through relmcve- 
ly small amounts of money. It 
Is the most tynkal PR one can 
una^e.” 


As part of the deal, scouts 
will be given access to BNFLs 
sdemists, laboratories and vis- 
itor centre at Sdlafield nudear 
power station in Cumbria to 
help them compklc the tasks 
needed to earn the badge. 

John Bagg, qix^usman for the 
Scout Assodation. said the 
movement’s founder. Lord 
Bttden-PoweU, would have ap- 
proved because of his interest in 
new technology. “As far o.s 
BNFL itMlf is concerned, wc do 
oot have a \*iew or judgment 
that is adverse about this 
organisation. 

Ann Johnson, spokeswoman 

for BN^ said: “Our involve- 
mentwith the project not only 
enables us to offer some thing to 
young people in the communi- 
ty but also may well encourage 
of them to think about sci- 
ence and engbeering as n future 
career.” 
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Once again we were 
nowhere to be seen in the 
Off -roader category. 
Maybe we should think 
about making one. 



Best SupeTmini: ' Best Family Car:' Best Medium Car: . Joint best MPV: 

Volkswagen Ftolo Volkswagen Golf Volkswagen Possot Volkswagen Sharon 
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Best Off-roader: 
Jeep Cherokee 
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Lords to study 
cannabis risks 


Ety Anthony Bevins 

Fblrtical Editor 


THE scientific risks of taking 
cannahu for meUkal and tecre- 
ational purposes ate to he ex- 
amined by a Lords 
inx'cstuatton. it was announced 
yesterday. Lord Perry of WfeJ- 
ton. who said the conunittec of 
peers had agreed not to discuss 
whether any of them had tak« 
en the drug, told a press con- 
ference (he invest^tioa was 
not expected to result in a call 
/or legalisation. 

But it uuuld offer an in- 
formed scientific assessment 
of the balance of risks relating 
to the drug. The inquiiy the 
Lords Committee on Science 
and Technology, half of whose 
memben are mcdtcaiJy quaJr- 
fied. will be advised by Leslie 
Iverson, visiting Professor of 
Phannacologv* at Oxford Uni- 
versi^. who specialises in the ef- 
fects of dnjgs on the brain. The 
two key questions to be ad- 
dressed are: ‘*How‘ strong is the 
scienlifle evidence in favour of 
permitting medical use?" and 
‘'How strong is the scientific ev- 
idence in £i\’our of maintaining 
prohibition of recreational 
use?" 

Lord Perry, a Liberal De- 
mivrat peer who is a former 
Professor of Pharmacology and 
founding vice-chancellor of the 



Perry: Silent on tastes of 
the committee members 


Open University, said: ‘The 
recreational use of alcohol and 
tobacco are attached Ity risks. 
There is no ban on either at the 
momenL 

“The question then arises, at 
what level of risk should peo- 
ple be allowed to make their 
own judgment about whether 
they’re prepared to lake that 
risk'? It's a question of whether 
die risks that are obtained in ev- 
idence are n^an^ assufBdent 
to warrant a gowrnment ban. 
or whether they are risks that 
individuals mi^t be expected 
to take for themselves -like to- 
bacco, like alcohol, like any of 
the things, like coffee, like tea. 
They're all drugs that have 
risks." 

Asked what drugs he took 


himselt Lord P e rry s^d: “We 
did discuss this in coinmictee 
and decided tiiat what we took 
was private.” When pressed, he 
said he did drmk cofiee and tea, 
aod occaskmaOy diauk akobol, 

but did not smoke tobacco. 

The comniitcee had dis- 
cussed cannabis and members' 
personal use of iL “"Ws decid- 
ed not to make puUk ... that 
that was not a matter we were 
going to make public.” The 
committee, which will take 
written submisaons as well as 
evidence in public sessions, 
Stans its bearings witb the Ad- 
visory Council on Misuse of 
Drugs on 7 ^)riL ^rith ondence 
later in to be taken from 

the British Medkal Assodatkm 
and the authors of its lepoct on 
foeiapeutic use of cannabis; the 
Alliance for Cannabis Thera- 
peutics; and the Multiple Scle- 
rosis Sodety. 

Evidence is to be sought on 
a number of questions, includ- 
ing: “What axe the pltysiolqgx- 
cal effects (immediate, 
long-term and cumulative} of 
takii^ cannabis, in its various 
forms? What are the ptycho- 
logical effects? How do these 
effects vary witb particular 
methods of pfepaiatioo and ad- 
ministration? lb vriiat extent is 
cacnatns addictive? lb wfaat ex- 
tent do osexs devek^ brieranoe 
to cannabis? 
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Starting over? Student John Busby being tutored by Richard M^tiand at the Second Chance School in Leeds yesterday Photograph: Guzetian 

School gives young a second chance to learn 


By Ben Russell 

Education CorresporKjent 


BRITAIN'S fiist school for young 
people who missed out on educadon 
was opened yesterday by David Bhm- 
kett. Secretary of State for Eduction. 

The Second Chance School in 
Leeds will help 300 people between 16 
and 25 catch up witb sldlls deigned to 
imprm« their chances of gettmg a 


Ministeis hope simQar projects win de- 
velop in another 17 cities. 

Mr Bhmkett said: “In the past we 
failed many of our youngsters; 45,000 
of (hem have no qualifications by the 
time they leave sdiooL There al- 
ways be a need for people to learn and 
relearn. Sdiool failuie can be a life sen- 
tence to unempioymeat and poverty.” 

He said he hoped the project would 
have a “nation-wide influence”. 


Ibe European Commissioner for 
sdeoce and research, Edith Qresson, 
was also at the launch and sud that 10 
to IS per cent left school in the EU 
without basic literaqr skills. ‘This need 
is a leal one and we’re trying to find a 
way to answer it,” she added. 

Keith Hall, 23, vriio is unemployed, 
is one of the first students. He said: 
sdiooliqg wasn’t up to scratch. It was 
terrfole and the sykem failed me." 


■ Universities should review their ad- 
missions to ^ve more opportunities to 
people wiffiout traditional qualifica- 
tions, Baroness Blacfcstone. education 
minister, told vice chancellors at a con- 
ference in London yesterday 

Lady Blackstone told the confer- 
ence, sponsored by The Indtfpemlmi: 
“Wb want higher education to offer 
more qjportunities later in life for those 
who missed out first time." 
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Tory old guard under 
fire over hunting Bill * 


ByCoBn Brown 

Chief Fbliticai Correspondent 


FIVE fonnercalmiet ministets, 
attacted yestetd^ as the tiled 
old guard” of die lory party, wiS . 
today lead die movesto stop the 
private member’s Bill baxming 
fox-hunting. 

Donbas the fonner 
agriculture mmister, who was 
i^ified by the farmers over the 
BSE cdsis durii^ his term of of- 
fice, has tabled 124 separate 
amendihents of his own which 
wQ] slow progress on the anti- 
huntmg Bin to a snail’s pace. 

Midiael Heseliine, tte for- 
mer deputy prime nnnister, u4io 
led the agtdnst the BQl’s 
second reading, has been joined 
fay John MacGregor, Tim King 
and Sir Brian Masidsoney in 
tabling amendments. 

Ibity Blair wQ! be in Scotland 
today to a Isynote speech to the 


party cooferenoe Jn Per&, and 
wiQ fto be in the House to sup-' 
port the Bin by NCke Foster, the 
Labour MP for Wxcester, In 
spite of the massive vote to 
support of the Bill, gover nm ent 
-sources hawe made no secret that 
they would prefer to see it 
stopped before it reaches the 
Lor^ where it would threaten 
the asm fegslaxive programme. 

The Gtnernment’s embar- 
rassment over the Bill has been 
heightened follomng lost 
week’s eountrytide march in 
London, whidi forced a series 
of pre-emptive concessions on 
countryside issues. 

Mr Foster’s Bill is likely to 
survive a full day of debate to- 
day but is expected to be killed 
next Friday through lack of 
parliamentary time. 

Home Office ministers are 
alarmed that anfi-buniiog MFs 
will then seek to attach a ban 


on fox-hunting to the Govern- 
ment’s Orune and Disorder 
Bill in the next session, 

Tb head off that threat, 
there is icicreasu^ support with- 
in the Government for a ban on 
toc-hunring to be subjected to 
an independent cross- party in- 
quiry by two select committees 
- home aftois and agriculture. ^ 
Both pro- and anti-bunting 
groups delivered have peti- 
dons to Downing Street, each 
signed by more than a million 
people. Faced with such strong 
emotions, Mr Blair is expected 
to support any move which 
can put the hunters and their 
opponents in the long grass. 

Mr Foster mid: The type of 
people that are kxikiiig to block 
the Bill are the old guard: 
they're yesterday’s politicians 
and there's a vast difference be- 
tween the politics of today ... 
and pre-1 Mtty." 
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new customers in unexpected places 


(On the Internet, for example.) 



IBM has helped one of the world's largest airlines to 
link their established reservations- and ticketing 
systems to the Web-allowing them to sell tickets over 
the Net The processing cost of a conventional airline 
ticket is around £5- an e-ticket only costs about 6Sp. 


Chelsea Football Club has launched its online MegaStore. built 
and hosted by IBM Global Services. Supporters worldwide, can 

purchase official merchandise and gather up-to-the-minute 

information on match results and players The site gets an 
average 35OJ000 hits a day- thafs a staggering four per seconrf. 


You can use a Web site to talk about your company, 
to display products, to whet the customer’s appetite. 

What if you used it to sell something? 

QBM is helping thousands of businesses to turn their 
Web site into a veritable market place. And makiiig it a safe 
{dace jbr cnsfomers to buy. In short, making e-oommerce woik. 

Whatever business you’re in, IBM can provide advice, 
hands on technical know-how, in fact whatever it takes to 
turn your Web site into a dynamic sales channel. 

\Wth decades of experience, IBM is uniquely qualified 
to link all your vital business processes, via Internet 
technology, to your Web site: bringing together inventory, 
b illing s shipping, warehousing, the works. 

Transforming your company into an e-business. An 
electronic busiuess. 

Search: wwwJbm.com/e-bDsiness 

For e-business case studies, facts and solutions relevant 
to e-commerce in your business, visit our Web site. Or call 
0800 675 675 (Quoting IE3). WeVe expecting you. 



e-business 


Solutions for a small planet 
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Doctors give rare good news for meat eaters 


By Jeremy Laurance 

Htijith Editor 

RED-MEAT eaiers breathed 
a si^ of relief yesterday when 
the Government watered 
doun on esriicr warning abou t 
the risk of cancer. 

In an embarrassing turn* 
around, ministers issued new 
scientific advice that the largest 
meat eatent. consumiztg 140 
grams or tnoTB a day, should cut 
down hut that those eating the 
average amount of 90 grams a 
day need not change. People 
eating less than the average 
amount should not reduce 
their consumption because 
they may not get enough iron 
and other nutrients. 

Last September, ministers 
published advice that even av- 
erage meat eaters should “con- 
sider a reduction", after an 
extraordinary row among the 
members of ^ Committee oa 
Medical Aspects of Food and 
Nuiriiinn Mky (Coma) which 
hdU been preparing a report on 
the subject for more than two 
years. That announcement 
triggered a storm of protest 
from the beleaguered meat in- 
dustry which claimed that the 
advice had no scientiEc basis. 

It has emerged that sden- 
lisis on the commfnee could 
not agree the precise wording 
of the report leaving Frank 


DtAisoa, the Secretaiyof State 
for Health, in the awkward po> 
sition of having to change the 
advice. A panel set up by 
Coma to examine the link be- 
tween meat eating and colon 
cancer concluded that the peo- 
ple consuming over 14Q grams 
a day should cut down. 

However, just before pub- 
l i rario n, ProfessoT Philip James 
•> a member of Coma but not 
of the paoeL and Uk instigator 
of the Fcx>d Standards Agency 
- warned ministeis that the ad- 
vice was confu^g and weak. 

Prof^sor James is also a 
member of the 'W^rld Cancer 
Research Fund, whidi recom- 
mended an upper limit of 80 
grams of red meat a day in a 
report released on the same 
day as the Coma advice last 
year. He argued that if the 
“ dang er" level was set at 140 
grams a day that could en- 
courage average meat eaters 
consuming 90 grams a day to 
increase their consumption. 

Mr Dobson, worried about 
beingseen as soft on consumer 
issues, halted printing of die re- 
port and ordered the commit- 
tee to re-draft its advice which 
it didiDtheabsenceofthepan- 
eL The result was much slKHiger 
advice which was issued as a 
press release on 25 September 
but without the fiill lepoit. 

Problems arose when the 



Chewed over: Differences of opinion 
among health experts and protests 
from the meat industry after 
publication of the original 
resulted in yesterda/s revised 
guidance Phocogriph: David Rose 

WEIGHT WATCHING 

the Coma recommendations apply to 
red meat (beef, pork, lamb) but not to 
poultry and the quantities quoted arc the 
cooked weight (meat loses weight during 
cooking). People eadng more than MO 
grams a day (5«) - about one in six of 
the popiHadon - should cut down. One 
hundred and forty grams of cooked meat 
is approximately 200 grams raw. 

hlam sandwich ^ 

Bacon (two rashers) ^ 

Pork pie («nalt) ^ 

Quarcerpounder hamburger 9Qg 

Roast beef (three slices) 9Qg 

Spaghetti bolognese 90g 

Sausages (3-4) 

Steak (mcidium 6-7 o:^ ITOg 


panel, led by Alan Jackson of 
SouthaxoptoQ Uoivetsity, was 
asked to ratify the new advice 
that had been issued m its ab- 
sence. It refused to do so be- 
cause. it said, it was not 
justified by the scientific evi- 


dence. This led to the new, 
modified, version published 
yesterday with the hill report. 

The report, “The Nutri- 
tional Aq)Mts of the Devel- 
c^iment of Cancer”, kxAs at an 
afreets of the (tiet and rec- 


ommends eating more fruit, 
vegetables and fibre and avoid- 
ing getting £at. It also warns 

that liigh rinses nf vi taTTiin xtirf 

mineral supplements could be 
lisl^ and recommends avrad- 
ing beta-carateoe supplements 


ndiidi have been linked with an 
increased risk of lung cancer. 

It s^ the findisgon beta- 
caiotene “raises the possibili- 
ty that a rhange in the usual ' 
balance of caretenoids in the 
diet might lead to potentially 


adverse perturbations in their 
absorption, metabolism or 
function. Su^ findings caution 
against the widespread use of 
moderate to hi^-dose mi- 
cranutrient supplements, 
which cannot be assumed to 


be without adverse effects." 

Sir Kenneth Ciilman. Chief 
Medicul Officer, sud: “Diet is 
a matter of personal choice but 
it is important that people iunt; 
the information they need lo de- 
cide what thev wnnt to cal.*' 
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Heart pill 
linked to 
suicide risk 


By Jeremy Lusmnee 


A COMMON drug prescrit^ 
for heart problems may b- 
crease the ri^ of depression 
and suicide, doctors Imve 
found. 

A study b Sweden has 
shown that suicide rates are 
higher among patients takbg 
catrium channel Uodreis pre- 
scribed for nnppq (chest pab) 
and high blood pressure. 

In one part of the stuify. b- 
vohring a survey of 152 Swedish 
muofdpalities with a total pop- 
ulation of 73 minion, the 
searchers found a five-fold 
inoease m suicides among those 
taking ^.alchim channel blockers 
compared with other treatments 
for hi gh blood pressure. 

In absolute terms this meant 
one extra suicide a year for 
every 1,0(X) people taking the 
drugs. 

b the pasL several groups of 
heart dru^ have been Unk^ to 
depresdotL Dr Anne Melander 
and colleagues of Malmo Ucu- 
versiiy HospitaL suggest b the 
British MetUcalJounud that one 
reason for the higher suicide 
rate m men observed b many 
Western countries could be 
that they have more heart dis- 
ease and are therefore more 


likely to be prescribed heart 
drugs, and m particular caldum 
channel blockers. 

Caldum channel blockers 
penetrate the blood brain bar- 
rier more easily than other 
heart drugs and “hence they 
^ve access to and may bter- 
ferc vnth' neurones and recep- 
tors involved b the regidaiion 
of mood," the researchcRisay. 
The drugs should be cemsiderDd 
a possible cause of depression 
and suicide. 

Tbe study is the latest to ring 
abmi bells obcai( caldum dian- 
nel blockers, which have also 
been linked to a hi^r risk of 
heart attack m some patienU*. 
Those concerns were attributed 
to the early policy of giving 
high initial dostt which were not 
tolerated well by patients with 
weak hearts. The new policy is 
to step up the dose mure slow- 
ly over a longer period which ap- 
pears to cany less risk. 

Doubts remain however, 
and the current isaie of the Nor 
Engfand Journal of Mcdiciric 
says that in the light of them, 
caldum channel blinkers 
should be used as a seeond-lmc 
treatment only where other 
drugs, such as diuretics or beta- 
blockers, are unsuitable or have 
foiled lo work. 


Drug testing 
ignores women 


By Jeremy Lauraim 


MORE women take medicbes 
tbag men at every stage of life 
yet dni^ are tested on bmost 
esdnsively male groups, a re- 
port says today. 

Tbe sex bias a gginst women 
b drug testing is reflected 
throughout the National Health 

Service which tends to focus on 
male coucens even though 
women are its mab users. 

The poor health care givea 
to women is hi g hii ghted in the 
report vriiidt says £Ibn a year 
could be saved if the needs of 
those aged over 45 were better 
understood. 

It says more attention 

should be gjveo to heart disease, 
often seen as an exetusivefy 
male condition, and screening 
for breast cancer, currently of- 
fered to women aged 50-64, 
should be extended to those q( 
65 and over. 

The report Ify the Pennel Ini- 
tiative. set up last year to raise 
awareness of the health needs 
of older women and funded by 
the drug company ^fyeth, says 
the results of drug trials in 
men ate often generalised to 
women although they may not 
affect them b the same v/ojf. 


In the prc-mcnopausal 
group, almost one-quarter of 
women take raedtdncs, exclud- 
ing (he contraceptive pQl, com- 
pared with one b six men. 
Post-menopause, more than half 
of women take them compared 
with more titan one b three men. 

“Development of new drugs 
should spccificallv t.iifi* account 
of the choractciistks of wrimcn, 
particularly older women and 
those from ethnic minorities." 
it says. 

Dame Rennie Fritchic, chair 
of the initiative, said: "Sivicty 
thinks that women have a suU- 
fcy dale of hciwcttn 30 and 55, 
Women become more and 
more invisible as they gel old- 
er and they don't have u voice. 
However, many of the ihing.s 
that affect women ttiuld lie al- 
ter^ By speaking out on their 
behalf it could make a real dif- 
ferentx-." 

The report .says nuwl 
^'^seareh into coronaiy heart 
tiisMse (scurried out cm men and 
then $merali«d lo women, even 
though it is the b^est cau.se of 
among women over 45. 

It also soys women iwer 45 are 
twice as likely to suffer from 
dcpwasion as men of the same 
age. 
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Doctor^ 

boyfriend;. 

*was like a^ 

timebomb 


Str^sed Eric and Famous Fred are the talk of the toons 


Uiter 

Arts News Etfitor 




the munJered doctor Joan 

Frant^ was warned that her 


It “ '• — . . » ^ 

a waDdng time bomb", the 

High Court heard yesieidav 
^ I^cSsco’s eSw^ter 
, CeKa said that sbe^Boceaw am - 

^etter to her in December 
19^ 80 . years before the 27- 
ycar-old gynecologist was fixtnd 
strangled with a vacuum eiean- 
er cord at her flat in St John’s 
Wood, north-west London. 
Celia,33,w4io isbased in the 

United States, -wrote that she 

h^ beard some very distuAiog 
dungs firom their mother abom 

Joan's then boyfiiend-“tbe in- 

faxnotxs Ibne” — and an incident 

with a broken light-bulb. 

It went on: “It seems to me 

he is a walking time bomb and 
hooey, your time is running out 

Don t forget he is £om an ex- 
tremety [underlined] violent 
background which has obvi- 
ously bad a lasting effect upon 
bm plus the incident with his 
girlfriend’s nose. So why 
shouldn't he hurt you? It seeiro 
to be in his nature." 

She told Joan that she 
shonld count herself lucky that 
the glass didn't catch her eyes. 
“Is the end of your medical ca- 
re^wordiitfor'KxiyDiedrick? . 
... does compai^ and conve- 
nience outwei^ the possibili- 
ty of serious disablement? 
Think about iL" Celia added 
diat Joan was attractive, intel- 
ligent and articulate and shonld 
not sell herself short. 

The letter, w4iidb was found 
among Ms Erancisoo^ proper- 
Qr after her death, was read Out 
m court after Mr Justice .MBott 
rejected objections .ly Mr . 


Diedtick's counsel, Ronald 
Thwaites QC. 

Mr Diedrick, 38; who al- 
J^edBystalked Joan fa months 
. out of a "vicdentand perverted 
obsesskm" before JdSEug hex, B 
Si t ing an mqaecedeated tn- 
-fl action broq ^ ly the Raxn 
cisco famify. Iniriitfis tiioi^it 

to be the Srst <ay3 tak- 
en against someone when tiaae 
has been no c ri n iinH t prosecu- 
tion cormected to a murder, 
they aie sedm^ iq> to JESD.000 
compensation for-aScged as- 
sault and batteiy. . 

Mr E HerfriAj who was in 

court yestcxday, was iyiested in 
Mard} 1994 and released with- 
out diarge. But the fom^s 
counsd, Patrick O’CcMUKu; says 
there is compelling drcmn- 
stantial evidence wfakh ‘*poiDX- 
edinenacddy" towards bis gnflt. 

Celia ftancisco said that 
while her sster and Mr Diedtidt 
were going out, she had 
aiiangedajobfafaimBiAmer- 
ica.“Hewas...socialIymaikd- 
^isted I woidd say be w^*t that 
trustiiQ ...However... tfhef^ 
he thi^yoii,fae'woaldbeooDe 
somewhat obee&sivepverycw.** 

Ms Francisco said that she 
learned aftm- writing the letter 
that Joan and Mr Dieddck bad 
sfrfit up. After an inddent in 
which Mr Diedrick broke into 
the family home in Acton, in 
February 1989, Joan didn’t 
want anything to do with hnn. 

. “^e feared for her life ... 
She bad come to the deciaon 
that they vraze ^ tte end of the 
relationsh^ and it was final. 
However, hfrlUediidc tfidn’t 
wantto-acct^ that* 

'^hcaray oriirfitfiiftB lnfiiy. 


Crack found in 


il'. ;*>«■* .■ 



By David Lister 

A^Naws Editor 


A HAIRLINE cradt has been 
discovBted ou The Three (^ocer, 
theworid%most^)en6iveacuh)- 
tute, while it was on an overseas 
loan to a Maddd faene&ttic, xoD- 
seom offidals confioned tochy. 

The “very small &ult", not 
vis3detothenakedqie,wasds- 
coveied last November wbea the 
£7.6m sculpture arrived in' 
Madrid from Edmbur^ It was 
discowned, above the shoulder 
of caie of women, when the 

groiywasbehtgnqpectedinDder 
strong U^itiiig upon is anivaL 

The work was .oh loan to 
Baron Heiniicb Hessen-.. 
Btmiennsa, who gave £8004)00 
towards its purdiase. It is jcfat- 
ty owned by the hhitional Mu- 
seums of Scotland and the 
Victoria and Albeit Museum in 
LcmdoQ. 

The discovery alarmed both 
museuntt. Bq)erts at the V & A 
T iidiM rBrt to Madrid when they 
heard the news. And Ridbard 
Coc^ i ts ^edalist conservator, 
tiavdied bade the scu^jtnre 

tppdinbaighinafrucfctbmon- 
itor its condtioa Bm-die mu- 
seum does sot rule wt the 
possfality that die cra^ m^. 

have always been prcK^ 

The disclosure could revive 
the debate abort the risks of 



Faute hawlifie crack found 
after scupture moved 

overseas leodm^ wtricb last sur- 
focedmSoofl^vAieattaeBar- 
rdl.. Collection trustees in 
Glasgow unsuccessfully chal- 
lenged a move by Gla^ow mu- 
seum gfBdafe to change the 
tenns of liu4 bdpied to enable 
the cdlection to be diown over- 


Thc Three Gbscer, commis^ 
sioned from the Italian Anto- 
nio Canova by the Duke of 
Bedford at the start of the 19th 

ceotuiy, has been the pride of 
tfa'eNalional Galleries for Scot- 
land sincehs purchase in 1995. 

A spokfiSWQoanfor the gal- 
leries said yesterd^ “Detail 

examinatiocs of die statue in 
Edinburgh revealed that so 


DAILY POEM_ 


We were separated 

By Sophia de MeHo Brener (transbEed ly Rkhard Zenith) 

were separatedbyidiher^and sons 
jirtdtysynaMyersesitfiongpoems 

And between us twerkykndse^fes 

us imnudnie 9nd dzstani 
j)emUe the secret fire efwtffds _ ;• 

Andthefierwasbfthesong^me^s 


And the rrust that ffveied our faces 

ff/e were s,^jaratedby2itheryar^s/»v 
Like others bypnsons and swords 


TTris poem in Opor- 

is published by Carcanet Tress ( . _ 
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fcopto clictcet flatwwW by PanM G r eaves was pkkaid by l era an audiences as both fovourice fBm and best for 
n^pM jpnctfvLi. A^ove Cart G orhamTi Stran arf Erie won b eat fatemadonal ce-production and bast acanario 


OSC^ bop^ lotooB Ocnon 

: received a boost last n^bl when 

die won a top prize at the 
British AnimatiOD Awards. 

The film maker who has 
been nominated fa best ani- 
minftri short film m the Oscars^ 
later this month won the best 
cfaSdien’s special &r her Chazii' 
oel 4/S4C film famous Red. 

Based aionnd a cat vdio has a se- 
cret life as a rodehrYcdl star and 
wears Elvis fttsicy outfits, it was 
fa unaimiXNJS dKMCe of the diQr 
dren's jury from sdKxA in Lon- 
don andNottii^hain. 

A previous Oscar wumer. 
Daniel Greaves, woo two of fa 
four public dioice awards vot- 
ed for by audiences at the Na- 
tional IRlm Theatre and 
Museum of the Movii^ Image 
last mouth. His BBC film flat- 
worid won both fovourite fQm 
and the new peispoctives award. 

Another vriimer in two c^- 
egories was Carl Gorham’s 
adult animated series Stressed 
Erie for BBC2, vdiich stars ul- 



cer-growing hero Eric FceMc. 
Jonathan Hodgson's RiHu}: 
Wn* won for most cnalhv UNc 
of new tcchnologicii and Surah 
Cox's 77ow to Gr> wus best 

Sim under 10 minutes. Tvn^ i4u- 
dentswon awards: Jim LefesTu, 
of the Edinbuigh College t4 
Aru fa best dhuxixia] debut with 
the fiinriy LUtit Pruictss’s Birth' 
de^\ and Andrew Higgitts, of the 
Royal College vX Art, fa craft 
aw^ for Gourmand. 

The awards were presented 
at the National Film Theatrv. 


At Business Link we offer 
the widest range of business 
services, expert advice a.nd 
information. 

To contact the Business Link 
that serves your area cal! 
0345 567 765. 
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Brimful of hope: MiPitary delegates at the opening of tfie National Pteople^ Congress In Pfelcing 


Photograph; AP 


Blair warns Indonesia 
to stick with IMF plan 


Bjr Ridnrd Lloydhrry 


BRITAIN yesterday warned 
XDdcmesa sett to abandon an Oh 
temarionaBy sponsored reacue 
plan, amid growing tensioD 
between Emepe and Ada over 
wqis to solve the econennk 
aids m the Iv EasL 

In a meetmg in Jakarta with 
President Suharto, the foreign 
oEBce mmisiei, Denk Aicfaetl, 
delivered a letter £tom Ibi^ 
Blair wanting the Fre^dent 
that an agreem e nt with the In- 
ternatio^ Monetary Rind for 
$60bn (£37i5ba) of emergency 
funds in reoizn far ecODOCoic re- 
forms was “not n^otuble”. 

Bat Asian governments are 
imp a ti e u icfwfamtheyseeasEo- 




n^^le ebie r es ponse to the re- 
gion’s n ii'iy nry er fek, compared 
to the reaction of ^ United 
States and Japan. “European 
countries have been free-dden 
on Asia's economic success, but 


PresideRt Suharto: Urged 
to accept 11^ terms 

unwiDtogtodiarerespoosilnli- 
^ for he^mig it out** nid MOde 
ICyoi. of the Japanese forego 
ministiy, m a letW to ^ounotii 

Times tl^ weeL 

The row between Europe 
and Asia threatens to ^)Q1 over 
into next months Aaa-Euiope 


Mcetntg (Asem), lo he hoded in 
London fay the ft i n » MhuSler. 

The summit, vdndi win be at> 
teodedfayEUheadsofgDWi^' 
nuot and 10 Asian coantiks, is 
the second meeting of its Jdnd. 
It comes when Einopean gov- 
ensDcnis are tijing to mqxove 
theh lektivelty weak ties with a 
region sdB doaunatedly the US. 
Bui the Asian crisis,' caused tsy 
the near cdQapse oCthe reg^'s 
currencies, has raised iIk stakes 
dangerously h<gK. "There's been 
an exchange cd accusations be- 
tween the two r^foos.” said one 
Wesiem official. 

Mr Ivtchett is the latest in 
a suing of intematioiial vidtois 
to urge General Suharto to ac- 
cept the IMF lenns. “The Pres- 
ident said to me that th^werc 
committed to the programme 
and I hope that is the case," be 
said. However, the authority of 
European pronouncements is 
compromised by what Asian 


governments see as their inad- 
equate response to the cri^ 
Japan contributed SlQbn to 
the IMF rescues of Thailand, 
Indonesia and Kmva, and the 
US gave $8bn. Eig^t Euro 
poan countries have coUec- 
tivehrg^n just $6.25bn. At the 
same time, thu EU and the US 
have aitidsed Japan fw not do- 
ing mmc to rciiiv^ocaie its st^ 
nant economy to stinuilale Asia 

. as a whole. 

European officials insist 
they are taking action. Bricain 
has promised £5m towards an 
Asem Ihist Fund providing 
technical advice on restructur- 
ing the stricken economics in 
conjunction with the World 
Bank. Brussels fears a wave of 
Asian iscpons, whose prices 
h&ve dropped as a result of the 
collapse of Rir Eastern cur- 
reodes, flooding their markets 
and driving European linns 
out of business. 


China’s PM admits 
to his past errors 


jr 


LI PENG signed off as China’s 
prime minister yesterday with a 
blunt admission of “shortcom- 
ings and defects" in the gerv- 
enuneoL but he also forecast 
that the economy could grow at 
S per cent this year de^e a de- 
crepit state enterprise sector, 
writes Teresa RKrie in Peking. 

He also a dmitted 
“learn a lesson" from the eco- 
nomic crises in nei^ibouriing 
countries. 

Mr IJ’s report on the state 
of the nation opened the Na- 
tional Isolde’s Congress (NPC), 
China’s annual parliament Mr 
Li - controversially - has 
secured his post as chairman of 


the NPC, while the new prime 
rmnisterwfll be Zhu Rongji, at 
present tlto depii^ piinto min- 
ister in charge of the economy. 

Mr li said: “Bureaucratic 
behaviour divorced from the 
needs of the and prone- 

ness to boasting and exaggera- 
tions divorced from reality are 
serious problems,*' he said, 
without explaining wtqr re- 
peated attempts to beat ofEdal 
corruption have foited. 

Ecoitomic growth, he stated, 
wiD frn from 8L8 per cent in 1 997 
to 8 per cent and infrastructure 
investment is planned to offset 
a faD in fi^eign investm^ and 
dowm* cqtort growth. 




Indian Spice 
too hot for 

Hindu puritans 


B ritish readers are 
probabty fed up with the 
Spice Giris, biit in India, 
where Hve s ighting s have so far 
been confined to one satellite 
tcleriatw award presentafion in 
Delhi, people can't get enough 
of them. That’s the only expla- 
natioD for-the flurry of hyster- 
ical articies about the giri band 
that has filled the papers here 
over the past couple of weeks. 

The gist of the artides was, 
a) the Spke Giris have been 
signed iq)'fo dp a concert in 
front of the famous erode tem- 
ples in Kbajurabo, central In- 
dia. in November, and, b)This 
is a very Bad Thing and riiould 
be stopped. Now it ^>pears it 
was all a sort of mass halluci- 
nation: DO one has been able to' 
dig up a smidgin of cvideim to 
back the story. 

The nunour seems to have 
been started by a classica] In- 
dian dancer called Geeta Chan- 
dran who read about the event, 
or imagined that she did, in a 
tabloid newspaper, and was so 
overcome with rage that she 
wrote to the local auihonty de- 
nouncing the project “By nuk- 
ing those temples an erotic 
prop for their peifonnanoe," 
she fumed, “the Spice Girls 
would be hurting the senti- 
menls of centuries and centuries 

of sacred creativity in India." 

The temples, wite tbeirvoh^ . 

tuous ft.'ulptures. couJd surefy 
withstand a temporaiyqjpropri- 

adon by a bubbfcgum popgroop. 

More threateningaie Hindu oeo- 
puritam lOce Ms Chandra and the 
kxalMP.o Hindu nun caHedUizB 
BhartL who declared: “If ^ 
Spice Girls come here wearing. 
dv^ 4 -jriK 1 win not even let them 
land at the airport." 

week the Hindu pun- 
tons came a nu^ st^ 


DELHI 


DIARY 



Peter Popham 


ccnmtxy of . . . the Jews . . . a gpod 
lessQQicrus...tDleamandprof- 
ftby.'^Theanti-Mn^flreetw- 
otence of natiobafistsin Ayodl^a 
' and Bombay shows thgr have not 
lost toudi with their roots, and 
one hopes that in govenuneni 
the BJP wQl be too hamstrung 
by their coalition paxtxieis to be- 
have like 9 >od fiakaste 


A couple of In 
/\ metres up d 
.^Kh^orabOi 
prince^ state (tf Gwalior, dam- 


'conpleofbundredldlo- 
metres up die road from 
ristheforaier 


carpment 300ft hi^ “the peari 
among the fortresses of HukT 

as. Babur, the fii^ Mogul 

emperor, described h. 

The fort looks unassaiUUe, 

but on one occaacm a srn^ 
force (fid succeed in scaling its 
walls. 1 learned this from the 
Maharaja of Gwalior hims e lf . 
Madhravao Scindia, the sitting 

MR a CJongress teador and pos- 
sible future prime minister. 

Last week wtffiD be was out cam- 
paigning for re-election I talked 

my way into his AmbassadOT 
and presented my card. He (fid 

a double lake. only peisoo 

in Iristoiy who ever stormed 
CSwalior Fbrf was a Major 
Ftopham," he told me. “Are you 




tnns a uwfvw 

■ closerlopowcra*entbe 

BJP and tiwir ailies^t within 20 

^^unfwini^aipaiCMiiyinpap- 

fiamcQl. When their political 
opponents describe the ^ a* 
it m^ sound a 
dieap jibe, but it is histone^ 

sound There were close finks ^ 

tween the Hindu pauqnalia 

% movemcniandEuiopean^ 

mm'snicnl wrote “■ 
keep up the punty 
and its culture. 

ihc wwW by purgnig 


It surmised, must have 

been nv old Unde William 
who with %iien Hastings cm 

abloody swathe through 

India in the 1770s. In 1780, 

wiihafoioe of 301 DCI 1 , popham 

somehow scaled the sheer wate 

and sent the inhaWlairts 
inaThcreiiidudedMrfc^ 

gueestor, Maha<Si ScSndit 

an int^octiOD Hte 
this I felt obliged to g*ve JW 
Scin^a a very hard tune about 
the disgosting state of hb coo- 

to be Ufrown out of the car. 


Sometimes 

IT’S EASIER 
TO TALK 
TO SOMEONE 
YOU 

DONTLIKE. 



When you have a problem, it’s the most 
natural thing in the world to want to talk it 
dirough with someone. 

Sometimes, though, this creates another 
problem: who's the best person to confide in? 

An obvious choice would be a dose friend. 
But let’s face it, we don’t alw^s choose our 
friends for their amazing powers of tact, diplo- 
macy and discretion. Tell one person, and you 
m^ end up telling the world. 

You m^ be lucky enough to be able to talk to 
someone in your farrHly. Then apin, you be one 

of the large number of people who find talking to 
your nearest and dearest agonisingly embarrassing. 

A girlfriend or boyfriend? If you can, great. 
But sometimes we don't want to expose our 
weaknesses to those who fancy us. 

And sometimes your relatioashfp is the very 
problem you want to discuss. 


That’s where The Samaritans can be useful. 
WeVe more discreet than your best mate, 
we'll listen as carefriUy as your girlfriend or 
boyfriend, and we’re as sympathetic as your 
family. We're also non-judgementaJ, unshockable. 
and extremely experienced. 

Our national number Is 0345 90 90 90, and 
you can e-mail us on jo@samaritans.org or visit 
our homepage at www.samaritans.org. We're 
available 24 hours a d^, every day of the year. . 

And you don't have to be climbing up the 
walls before you call us — any kind of proUm, 
or small, is a good enough reason to pick up rile 
phone. 

Cali now. You’ll find we’re remariobly easy 
to talk to. 

The Samaritaiis 


Wo'li go tnrough ir wi;h ycu. 
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Bavaria balks at EU 
immigration rules 


By Imre Karaa 

in Bonn 

EUROSCEPTIC Bavaria 
opened a second Eroni yestcr- 
d^‘ in its ODgping war with Brus- 
sels. demanding an opt-out 
from European Union-wide 
immigration rules. 

In an unprecedented ulti- 
malum. the Bavarian govem- 
meni threatened to vote against 
the Amsterdam Ireaty unless it 
was given licence to bsir non-EU 

nationals who arc legally resident 

in another EU member state. 

Thu agreemeni signed tw 
European leaders in Amster- 
dam last year called for an EU- 
wide regime on immigration. 
Britain and Ireland opted-out 
from some of its provisions, 
while Germany had led the 
group of nations pushing for 
common rules. 

But the Bavarians, who are 
biiierK' opposed to all aspects 
of European integration, in- 
cluding monetary union, have 
their own ideas for welcoming 
foreigners. The government in 
Munich wants to impose special 
rules, requiring proof from im- 
migrants that they have a job 
and health insurance in Bavaria. 


The real purpose orsuefaamea- 
sure is to discourage forei^ers 
bom even trying. 

These pre^osed rules are not 

aimed at Third World asylum- 
seekeis. They will eventually 
find it almost impossible to ea- 
ter the EU. Muaiefa is con- 
ccrued with itinerant East 
Europeans who have gained a 

Kohl bugged 

A bw rescriedng bi^ng in 
private homes won pariia- 
menary approval in a rare de- 
feat for Chancellor Kohl^ 
facdon. which had argued diac 
a broad eavesdropping law 
was needed to counter crim- 
inals. — Ati Bonn 

foothold in the communily and 
might be tempted to wander 
into prosperous Bavaria. 

The new restrictions would be 
nyainst thc Spirit as weii as the 
letter of the Amsterdam Irea^, 
which seeks to encourage the 
free movement of people with- 
in Fortress Europe. Munich has 
asked Bonn to intercede on its 
behalf by attachinga protocol to 
Treaty spelling out Bavaria's 


position. Otherwise, the Bavar- 
ian gen^nunent says it will op- 
pose the ratification of the liea^ 
in the German federal chamber, 
the BundesraL Bonn has three 

weeks to comply. 

The Bavarians cannot stall 
on the treaty for ever, but «*n 
cause severe political damage to 
the federal governmenL Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl's tenuous 
majority in pariiamem needs the 
vote of every member of the 
par^ that rules in Munich, the 
Christian Social UnioiL 

The eSU has only now 
abandooed its bruiting cam- 
paign against German partic- 
ipation in European Monetary 
Union, and is dearly looking for 
another axe to grind. With 
regional elections approach- 
ing, the Bavarian Prime Minis- 
ter, Edmund Stoiber, is keen to 
exploit the anti-European sen- 
timents of his voters. 

Fbr Chancellor Kohl, whose 
wobbly coalition fell apart and 
suffered a rare defeat in I^- 
liament yesterd^, the bitter 
row with Munich could not 
have come at a worse time. He 
faces national elections in Sep- 
tember with his troops in com- 
plete disarray. 


“There are big 
savings on selected 
conservatories and 
you can save £600 
on these two.” 
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Ethnic Albanian women light candles and carry anti-Seris banners in front of the American culture centre in Pristina yesterday Photograph: AP 

Cook plea falls on deaf ears 
as Serb police blitz villages 


By Andrew Gumbel 

in Belgrade 

SERBIAN police attacked 
more than a dozen Albanian 
villages with artillery fire and 
helicopter gunships in a sharp 
escalation of violenoe in the aF 
banian-domioated proWoce of 
Kosovo yesterday. The attadt 
made a mockery of efforts 
Robin Cook, the Foreign Seo- 
retaiy, to pressure the Serbs 
into baiting their repression. 

While Mr Cook was in Bel- 
grade preadung the need fbr 
dialogue and respect of human 
rights to both Albanian leaders 
and the Yugoslav President, 
Slobodan MHoscvic, special po- 
lice units were ripping, appar- 
ently indiscriminately, throngb 
Alb anian villages in Kosovo’s 
Drenica region under the pre- 
text of carrying out an anti-ter- 
rorist dragnet operation. 

Details of the violence were 
sketchy and casualties were im- 
possible to estimate accurate- 
ly because the area was 
completely sealed off by secu- 
ri^ forces, but by late afternoon 
the wounded and dead had be- 
gun arriving at hospitals in 
the provincial csqiital, Pristina. 
Sources at the moderate Al- 
baruan-language newspaper 
said that infoonation they were 



A woman feints during a 
protest vigil Phoco^aph: 


receiving Cram the area sug- 
gested the death loll could 
nm to several dozen people. 

Albanians and Serbs have 
b^un to leave Kosovo in recent 
days for fear of further blood- 
shed. Albanian reports said 
that women and childrea from 
the Drenica area were trying to 
escape the ccmflict on tractors, 
but that Serb police on the roads 
were forcing them to go back. 

This renewed outburst of 


Furious Italians 
tell Blair to mind 
his language 
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By Katherine Butler 

in Brussels 

BICKERING over languages is 
thre atening chaos at a summit 
of 26 European leaders to be 
hosted by Ibny Blair in London 
next week. 

Italian national pride, bare- 
ly recovered from the shock of 
seeing Italy represented on the 
British EU presidents logo by 
a piaa, was wounded to the 
core this week when it emerged 
that Britain was planning to pro- 
vide interpretation at the event 
into Fngiiah^ French, German 
and Spanish, but not Italian. 

Blair banishes the lan- 
guage of Dante from the EU” 
ran headlines in Italian news- 
papers. Mr Blair, th^ remind- 
ed readers, was not averse to 
speodiog he holkfeys m liiscany, 
yet considered the language of 
Shake^ieare superior when it 
came to EU busiaess. Zt would 
be the first summit in £U his- 
tory whidi did not accommodate 
all II official languages. 

The problem, say British of- 
ficials, is that there Is not 
enou^ space at Lancaster 
House, the summit venue, for 


21 interpretation booths. And 
that is what would be needed to 
accommodate the 21 languages 
spoken when the EU expands 
to admit 10 East European 
countries and Cyprus. If the 
Tuikisb part of ^prus is in- 
cluded, the total will be 22. 

“We could not cover all the 
lan guag e combinations unless 
we had booths all around the 
room with dozens of people 
stacked into each one” said a 
Foreign Office ^ke^rson. 

Diplomatic efforts to find a 
solution were continuing last 
ci|^L An apparent anempt to 
appease the Italians in the lat- 
est British frian would cut Span- 
ish out of the equation. But Mr 
Blair now risks attack from 
Madrid for snubbing the 
language of Cervantes. 

A lunch at Buckingham 
Palace to be hosKd by the 
Queen will have no diiW io- 
terpnetatioa. **711^ wQl have to 
make sure th^ sit next to some- 
body they can converse with or 
else’bfing along a Muspering in- 
terpreter of their owa" said an 
o^al. The Queen will not be 
expected to speak Estonian or 
Lithuanian, the source added. 


police repression was tittle 
short of a h umilia tion for Mr 
Cook, who had hoped to talk 
Mr MOosevic into starting a di- 
alogue about greater autono- 
my for Kosovo with the 
province's moderate Alban- 
ian leadership. Instead Mr 
Cook, who was acting on be- 
half of the European Union, 
found himself powerless to 
threaten Mr ^osevic with 
anything worse than a contio- 
uatioo of Yugoslavia’s diplo- 
matic isolation. His insistence 
on implementing a Serb- 
Albanian education accord 
reached last year sounded fee- 
ble and even trivial in the light 
of the latest violence. 

**I would like to say that I 
am leaving more hopeful than 
1 was when I arrived,'* Mr 
Ccuk said grimly before board- 
ing his plane back to Loodon. 
"But 1 leave with very grave 
concerns.” 

He made constant reference 
to the need for a political 
solution, not just, a police 
operation to weed out armed 
Alb anian e-Ttrenusts. But be 
chose not to refer to the feet 
that many of the victims of a 
police blitz in Drenica last 
weel^d, in vriikdi more than 
20 people were killed, had 
been tortured and gunned 


UN court gives 
Bosnian killer 
second chance 


THE HAGUE (AP) - Resen- 
tencing a remorseful Bosnian 
j Croat to five years for killiag at 
j least 70 unarmed Muslims, UN 
judges said they hoped the case 
would enoDurage other war 
criminals to surrender. 

Drazen Erdemovic, 26, 
bliaked back tears as Yugoslav 
war crimes tribunal judges 
halved his previous l&year sen- 
tence for the 1995 massacre. 

ITio^ Erdemovic faced 
up to life imprisonmeat, the 
judges said the young father was 
‘‘reformable’’ and “should be 
given a chance to start his life 
afresh whfle he is still young 
enough to do so.” 

Witii two years he has al- 
ready spent in custody sub- 
tracted from the sentence, 
Erdemovic will be freed in 
three years. 

He was originally seutenced 
to 10 years in November 1996 
after pleading guilty to a oime 
against bomamly for gunning 
down about 70 Muslims on a i 
collective ferm who were taken | 
prisoner after rebel Serbs over- ' 
ran Srebrenica in July 199S. I 
He appealed the sentence ' 
and pleaded gufliym January to I 
3 lesser charge of a war crime ! 
for the same kHlrngs. j 


down in cold blood without any 
evidence beir^ produced of 
their iovolvemeat in subveirive 
activities, 

Instead, be repeatedly said 
that Europe could not co^oe 
terrorist activities - a perfect- 
y reqiectable line taken in con- 
text, felt one that was snapped 
up ^ the state media in &1- 
grade as a partial vindication 
^ the police operations. 

The Serbian authorities in- 
sisted that their actkms were 
targeted specifically at sus- 
pected strongholds of the so- 
called Kosovo Liberation 
Army - the shaty armed group 
that has taken responsifeUy for 
a string of idlliogs of Serb po- 
licemen aiul Albanian “col- 
laborators” over the past year. 

One village that was shelled 
and set on fire, Prekaze. has 
often been mentioned as a 
centre of anti-Serb activism. 
Another village under fire. 
La use, was the scene last 
November of an ambush on a 
police convoy that marked the 
first public declaration of the 
Kosovo Liberation Army. 

Both yesterday and over 
the weekend, tfaou^, the 
police appeared to be moti- 
vated primariy revenge. 
Yesterd^ morning, shorty be- 
fore the dragnet operation be- 


gan, a puGcc .station in thc 
Drenica area wus .spruye J with 
bullets by unkmmn a.sKuiUinLs. 

Wsnvingy, there :ippe:iR« to 
be an attempt on Knh sides to 
radicalise the conflict. Komwo's 
traditional .Aibaoian leaders 
have always preached non- 
violence, but are nmv losing 
ground with an cvcr-more 
impatient population clam- 
ouring for independence at 
any price. Mr Miiuscvic, menn- 
w^e, knows that he can gal- 
vanise political opinion behind 
him on Kosovo and so strength- 
en his otherwise rather fragile 
coalition guvernmenl. Thc fuel 
that this will entrench his pari- 
ah status in the intemaiii'mal 
community tk'fes run seem lei he 
of immediate enneern. 

Mr Cook made no threat to 
reimpose full .sanctions on 
Yugoslavia and he said that 
outside miliiaiy intervention 
was out of the question - on 
both points differing from the 
L/S position. The one am- 
CFCte proposal MrCoiik made 
was to open a European Union 
ofiice in Prisiina to monitor thc 
situation and :tct as a mediator 
between the two sid-e.s. But it 
does not appear that he was 
given any encouragement on 
this or any other point by his 
Serbian interlocutors. 


Chechen’s dinner 
with Thatcher 
stirs Russian ire 


Bf Phil Reeves 

in Moscow 

NEWS that Baroness Thatcher 
will host a London ditmer next 
week for tbe president of 
ChecJuqra, Aslan Maskhadov, 
was yesterday greeted with cyn- 
icism in political circles in 
Moscow. Russia has yet to 
recognise the small republic's 
independence de^ite losing a 
21-month war of secession. 

One member of parliament 
suggested that tbe former prune 
minister was using Mr Mask- 
hadov as a “toy” to “remind peo- 
ple of her odstence”. Another 
remarked: “I feel sony for Mr 
Madfhadov. Sic was midwife for 
Mr Gorbachev’s politics, and 
look what happened to him.” 

The trip has alrea^ spawn- 
ed a minor diplomatic panir fe 
Russia where deefarya r emains 

an extraordinariy sensitive issue. 
Officials stiU smart over the 
electkui to prime minister of 
Shamil Basayev, whose career 
has included roUnng banks and 
hgaddng an aircraft. He is still 
seen here as a terrorist. 

Anxious not to upset the 
Kremli n , the British Erabas^ 


passed details of Mr Mn.sk- 
hadov's visit tu rhe Ru.ssian 
Foreign Ministry ami thc Secu- 
rity Council, along with ci>pknis 
assurances that Mr Muskhudov 
will not be treated as the head 
of an independent cimnlry. but 
merely as a regional lender. 

But yesterday one of Mr 
Maskhadov's aides upset the 
applecart b>' claiming the Pres- 
ident had been issued an entry 
visa to Britain against a 
Chechen paNspon. prompting 
hasty denials fn»m the Rireigii 
Ofiice, which dt«ex m>i avnanlsc 

Chechnya's indcpcnilcmx-. 

Tbe v^ilatiUty of the C9<ue was 
evident from commoius by the 
Ruraiaii Rireign Ministry whtcli 
told thc Itur-Tii&t news agency 
that “thc rceepiitm t>f Mr 
Maskhadov on an oiriclal level 
fe out of the qucMii m”. In fael. 
the former Chechen comman- 
der, a guest of Lord Mc.Mpinc. 
the former Toiy ftirlv treasur- 
er, will be meeting senior For- 
eign Office ofiiciuls, although 
diplomats insist that the dis- 
cussion will be re.siricted itt the 
fate of twi» British hostages in 
Chedinya, Carr, 4t\ and 
Jon James. 37, 
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Clinton admits further intimacies with Monica Lewinsky 

By Marv 




^^alonewuh tier in hk of- 

ncc on as many as five ruv^_ 

He admrned 

interest m her subsequent 


seatcfa for a j<A in tbe priiato 
sector, bat denied hi»: haHiiriA 
ated file effort to find ber^^ 
pioymenL He. also denied 
CalCSOric^^ having 
laiionship ^liih ber. 

These details, wbkdi aug- 
men( and oonfinn infbmiaUoa 
already made public about tbe 
stSl-undarificd r elationsh i p be- 
tween Mr Ointon and Ms 


temnd^t wen jHinted by tbe 
fte^yeslerd^. 

U Stas the Dxist authoritative 
BocoBiit of swora testiiuony 

by C&iou in Januaiy. 

Kbad beeasummooed to an- 
atitti que^ons in tbe sexnal ha- 


Jones, ibefonner government 
waiter from Arkansas, wbo 
sqis ^ was pioposhioned ty 


Mr GSnton 10*8 hotel soom m 
1991. 

Tbevideowp^iottinfflliwi 
lasted for mogbC^ 
ud can be UeO^t as evideott 
if tbe case comes (o court, as 
scheduted, ob27 May. One de- 
tail reported by the fbst was a 
written definition oi SOUSl 
latioDS set out by Paula Joue^s 
legal tnam Thts includes 


fondling and oral sex, but not 
kissiDgan tbe 19 s, and leaves Mr 
Qiflion btOe nx)m to nxxSfy fas 
denial of an affair with Ms 
Lewasl^ without faying faimseif 
open to tbe charge of peijuiy. 
A news report last weekend sug- 
gested that Mr Ointon n4g^ 
jxepared to admit kisang Ms 
Lewind^, but DOthing more. 

Aoxmimg to the fbtf , udiidi 


said it had obtained a partial 
r mnscri pt of Mr Qiuton's 17 
lflwna« y dq M iKiri nn , llllldnrfthe 

questioning related to Ms 
Lewimdof. AU^atioos that Mr 
Clinton had an a&ir with her 
and put pressure on her to lie 

about it are the stdijea of a sep- 
arate. criminaL iovestigatkin 
conducted by tbe independent 
prosecutor, Kcimcib Starr. Ms 


Lewinsky’s name- first emerged 

in coonection with the Hiula 
Jones esse. Ms Jooe^s Umyeis 
have been tiying to eslabl^ a 
of behaviour^ by Mr 
Ginion and have sought out 
other women who may have 

been propo^tkmed by luxn. 

Ibe White House and Mr 
Clintoo's lawyers denied leak- 
ing the information about Mr 


Qimon's testimony that ap- 
peared in ytsturda>'’s Rmt, hut 
no one denied the accemm w a» 
genuine. Ibe emunt of detail - 
which inctuded a desenptkm of 
the Presideni iqwakiag so Htft- 

farthat hcw4isn:pe.iiedi} asked 
to speak up. and occa.sional 
flashes of anger about the 
course uf questioning, lull Kulu 
doufc^ about its authcniicih. 


US opens door 
to 51st state — 
Puerto Rico 


By Phil Davison 

America Correspondent * 

ONE HUNDRED years after the United 
States captured ft fiom Sp^ tbe Spanish- 
speaking Caribbean island of jpueito Rico 
may be set to become the 51st state of the 
United States. 

By the narrowest of votes late on 
Wednes^ night, the US House of Rep- 
resenlatives gave the go- ahead for the is- 
land’s 3.8 milliQa p^sple to decide whether 
thQT want statehood, independence or a 
continuation of ’’US commonwealth'' sta- 
tus - effectively as a US colony. 

Since poDs suggest less than 5 per cent 
of islandeiswant to go it alone -they cur- 
rently have US dtizenship and rely aimoa 
toialN on trade and other ties with the US 
- the referendum would probably be dose 
between those who want statehood «tiH 
those who prefer the status quo. 

Althou^ the House bill proposed a ref- 
erendum this year, it first requires a fox- 
ther vole in the Senate. This seems unlfloely 
beforetheeadof]998.Andeveniftiieref- 
ereodura were to go in favour of statehood, 
it could take 10 years for the tzansitioa to 
be made and the extra, 51d star to be ad^ 
to the Stars and Stripes flag. 

Puerto Ricans reitotod cautiously to file 
heated 12-bour House debate on ieleviskxt. 
culmmating in a 209-208 vote. The state- 
hood issue hasn't the isJaiid and mdst are . 


waxy of decisions taken in the US, wdiere 
islanders cannot vote. They have no vot- 
ing reprcscutatrwes in the US Coi^ress and 
do not ^ federal taxes either, thoi^ they 
are subject to the US mifiiary draft. 

Tbe Independence question led to vio- 
leoce on tte island in the Fifties. Puerto 
Rican independence militants opened fire 
m the US House of Representatives in. 1954, 
wounding five oongresmea RMiryears ear- 
lier, Pneito Rican oationahsis had toed, ui> 
successfully, to IdO Preadent Pbny Ihiman. 

Many Mande is w e r e upset by this week's 
debate, when fbe right-wing R^niUican con- 
gressmen tried to push throu^ an amend: 
meot that would have made English Puerto 
Rico's only ofBdal langua^ Most Puerto 
Ricans ^)eak only Spanish and less titan a 
quarter are Mirngnai. 

Squeezed between the island of His- 
paniola to thewest and the ibaner British 
. and other rjarihhftan feiaw/k to the east, the 
niqority of Puerto Ricans acc^ they could 
not live wi&ont American ^The idand 
receives SlObn (£^) from the US bud- 
get each year,.whicb may rise to $I4bn if 
it becomes a state. 

- In a non-bindiog i^dnsdle five years ^ 0 , 
more than 48 per cent of isiandeis voted for 
the stam&qu^ more than 46 per cent for. 
statdtood -and about 4 per cent for mde- 
pendei^ Undec'tbe terms of the House 
bill, a sinqrie m^ori^ of over SO per cent 
would be necessary. 



On the move: A new Piennsyfvania Station is to enter;ge from beneath the hubbife of New Yorlds Gen«w] Post Office 


Photograph: Jon Levy 


New York’s Penn station rises again from the rubble 


By David Usbome 


in New York 


FEW acts of urban vandalism equalled tbe 
razing of Penmylvanja Station, a neo-das- 
s^ maaerpiece, in M anhat tan 3S years 
ago. The city has been feeling the guilt ever 
since. Now, it is seiang a chance to make 
amends. 


1 he best thriller you 
will read this year 

FROM THE AUTHOR OF THE POET 


The old Penn Station is gpne for good. 

fTninlfs i ^tTI lii* ^tmnng rhp riKhes tn maTsli - 

land across the Hud^ River in New Jer- 
sey. What passes as Penn Station today is 
a low-cefiinged, sobterraneaii warren be- 
neath Madison Square Garden. It was to 
make way for tbe Garden that tbe old Penn 
was demolisbed. 

Aaoss Ei^tbi Avenue from the Garden, 
however, is New York’s General Post Of- 
fice Brnldmg. A qdendid structure of 
sweeping steps and marching columns, it 
evokes tire Statton that fa in mic»e. It shoi^ 
both buQdings were deagned by tbe ven- 
erated architectural team of McKim, 


Meade and White. After years of prodding, 
the Post Office this week agreed to sur- 
render a large part of its fadlily for - guess 
what - a new, and newly graiufiose Penn 
sytvania StatxML Omstruedon wiD b^n this 
aimmer. 

What should emerge will be a fine ler- 
minuswitb restaurants and shops. Senator 
Daniel Patrick Mqynihan, a prime mover 
behind the project, said the dedaon was 
“an epoeb^ moment, a turning po'mf for 
the ci^. 

PresideDt Bfll Chruon is also impressed; 
he helped, by twisting the aim of the Post 
Office. What he sawwasa *M5ion to build 


a new, beautiful laiiwi^ station, worthy of 
tbe future, and worthy of New York Cirt'". 
It is budgeted to cost some S315m. 

For the engineeis, one detail 'is crucial. 
The liiws coming into the existuig Bmn Sta- 
tion pass directly beneath the Past Office 
building. All that will be needed, therefore, 
will be escalators from the grand new lob- 
by feeding down to the lines below. 

Getting to this point has not been tas^\ 
For dx years, the Post Office held out, ar- 
guing that it needed aU of its qraoe. Finally, 
it apned to'hand over about one-fifth 
its floor area to the raitwi^ Eventualh' the 
Post Office may be chased out altogether. 
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Iraq’s children cling on for a grim life ^ 


The in-tray that 
holds horrors 
of deprivation 


ByRobenFisk 

m Baghdarl 

A VISIT to Philippe Heffinck's 
officu is a grim business. Not be- 
cause of ihc feral children 
prou'ling through the garbage 
ixiund the comer. Certainly not 
because thcKs anything wrong 
with the UNICEF office in 
Baghdad, a bUx*k of former 
apurimenut whose soft.caxpet- 
ing and subdued telephone 
bulls could be a guvemment de- 
partment in Mr HcfTinck's na- 
tive Belgium. ColTec is served 
piping hot. with plenty of milk 
and sugar. 

Even the files on Mr 
Hiilfiock's desk have about 
them an anvHJ> 7 ie quality. **The 
J9% Multiple Indicator Ouster 
Survev'" doesn't indicate much 
pain. ‘Nutrimtional Status Sur- 


INPEPENPENT 

IRAQ APPEAL 


Readers who wish to help the 
cancer-stricken childt^ of 
southern Iraq can send cheques 
made out to The Independent 
Basra Fund, to PO Box 
No 6870, London EI4 5BT 


vcy at Primary Health Centres 
During Polio National Inmiu- 
nization Days" gN'es'an almost 
positive gloss to Iraq's detcrio- 
ralion. But dig through the 
contents of these white-cov- 
ered documents and listen to 
Mr Helfincfc^ cold, analytical 
words, and you realise that 
Iraq's children are going 
through belL 

~ W; have found that chron- 
ic malnutrition stands at 31 
per cent for children up to five 
\vars old," Mr Heffinck says in 
u deceptive monotone. ‘'Tlial 
acamms. in the whole of Iraq, 
for 1. 1 miition children, in- 
cluding the f^rdish areas. This 
is a *;en'ous problem - particu- 
larly serious when you have 
ciutinic malnutrition up to two 
) c:u^ old, bcettusc lhat is the pe- 
riod wlicn the brain is formed. 


You become stunted. There is 
a lack of physical and mental 
growth that will afflict the child 

- his schooling, his job oppor- 
tunities. his chances of found- 
ing a family and quite possibly 
his or her ofispring as welL" 

AH this was said with the curt 
politeness of a civil servant, of 
a UN bureaucrat going through 
his statistics. And one could not 
but reflect on what this repre- 
sents. While the UN inspectors 
are neutering Iraq’s weapons 
programme - and with good 
reason - the same orgaoisatibn 
is imposing sanctions that are 
crippling the country's chil- 
dren. Of course, Saddam is to 
Maine - Saddam is always to 
blame. But it is we who are im- 
posing the economic blockade 
on Iraq, and it is Mr 

- on our behalf - who is draw- 
ing up these dreadfiil statistics. 

“People think," he goes on, 
"that vrith more food and med- 
idne. things are going to work 
better. But the quand^ of avail- 
able water has decreased by 50 
per cent and the quality of wa- 
ter has deteriorated in some 
Iraqi govemoratesco35percerit 
• contamination. Because it*$not 
just the water-treatment plants 
that need repairing in Iraq but 
the pipes as weL Then you have 
the lack of electridty that con- 
tributes to the deterioration in 
health." 

I already understood the re- 
volting mechanics of electrical 
power and water; a UN hygi^ 
n ffigtal had explained it to me;, 
equally coldly, 24 hoars eaiiien 
when eteccridty is cut ~*a4iidi 
it is every three hours, for ex- 
ample, in Basra - the pumps 
stop and the pressure in the 
leaJdng water pipes &Us. Into 
the vacuum is sucked sew^ 
wfu'ch runs out of the taps. 
Even the original source of the 
water is now contaminated in 
Iraq. 

“There ^uld be 5.000 tons 
of gpiba^ coQecied in Baghdad 
every day," Mr KefSnek says. 
“But the capacity available is 
only 3400 tons - because 
sewage treatment plants are 
not functioning propeiiy. So 
very often the tn^rspill is 
dropped in the river - firom 
which water is pumped for 
drinking. In Bagdad, only 30 
per cent of the population is 
connected with a sewage tystem 
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A young pri leans out of a slum window in the Dour Stieounara^ Basra 


X the big majority use septic 
bulls iriiich (ton’t work well in 
a ^tallow water-table like this. 

"But now maity mecbarucal 
septic-tank emptieis are not 
wotkiag due to lack of spare 
parts. So people are forced to 
empty their tanks into the 
drains: and this is one cause of 
d^hoea diseases and typhoid 
fevers among children. “You 
have a lack of electricity, a lack 
of dean vrater and a lack of en- 
vironmental sanitation: the re- 
lationship between these three 
is a dea<% combination." 


Those files on Mr HefflndETs' 
dedc with tlreir^te covers tell 
the story vrith great danty. A 
chQd who is malnourished can- 
not jSght diseases; thus the 
large mcrease in the nund>erof 
diarrhoea cases - on average, 
every child in Iraq suffers 3-15 
^Hsodes of diarifa^ eadi year, 
^t in the past, a child enter- 
ing hospital with diarrhoea had 
only a one in 600 chance of dy- 
ing. Now one in SO children are 
dying from curable diarrhoea. 

The statistics seem endless. 
Cereal production has fallen 


from 33 million tbriSto22'iifl- ' 
Uon,contr3Nitingtochildmai- 
iratrition, which in turn leads to 
disease aiod poor school atten- 
dance. Every difld between sz 
and II used to attend school 
Now onty 63 per cent of tfa^ fig- 
ure turns up for class.” • 

Mr HeCfock is riot a man to 
make comparisons, but it 
doesn’t take long to work out 
the implicatioiB of his figures, 
the 1.1 million chfldren with 
chronic malnutrition, the 
330f)00wifo acote malnoiiitioii, 
the kwastricAor cases turning np 


pitals; the d^ree of mahnitri- 
tion in Iraq is about equal to 
tfaatofZai^ 

But the explosion in child 
cancer that h^ fMlowed the 
1991 Gulf is a subject 
about whidt Mr Heffinck and 
his colleagues refuse to make 
aity comment, even thoi^ they 
admit they have heard talk at 
depleted uranium shells caus- 
ing leukemia. And not once 
does chfld cancer feature in 
those vriiite files. 

Now bn’t that an odd fact? 


Cook initiative to 
push Europe into 
Middle East process 


By Rupert Comwefl ^ ^ . 

BRITAIN is launching what 
looks an uphill attempt 10 pro- 
pel Europe to centre stage in the 
Middle with initiatives to 
revive the 'moribund Isrueli- 
Balesunian peace process, and 

to ^peed up the ttqpanded Unit- 
ed Nations oH-for-food pro- 
gramme foe Iraq. 

In a ^>eecb to the Anglo- 
Axab Association, RcA)in ^ok 
set out the sx steps Britain be- 
lier^ essential if the peace 
procea is to be revived. They 
include a halt to new Israeli set- 
tleideotiS s &csh commitment 
to security ^ the P^esdnians, 
"substantial, credible arid ur- 
gent” troop r^eplcymentslty 
Israel, and measures to boost 
the Palestinian econooty. 

Ahhou^ the Office 

d^es it, the onus is, traced 
dearly on the Israeli side, and 
tbesettlemeotsdemandinpar- 
. ticular has airea^ been flatly ^ 
Jeded by the Government of 
Benjairun Netanyahu. "Euro- 
peans know nothing about the 
Middle East.” Mr Netattyahu 
was quoted as ssyiitg on the eve 
ofhisaErival in Spain yesterday, 
to start a four d^ . European 
lour 10 win support for his un- 
cony r omisigg stance. 

fo his own coded criticism of 
' Mr Netaxtyahu - who meets 
Tbtty Bldr in London at the 
wedtend - the Fbrdgn Secre- 
tary last n^t invoked not the 


Israeli Prune Minider but the 
Israeli ptMplc. They knew ihal 
lasting security wiihrail pi*aiv 
was impi>ssiblc, Mr Ciwk de- 
dared, "They wjint the pence 
process to go forward, they 
Siaru the comxrn ahiHii 
the current stalemate.'' 

Mr COt^k pays his find vlsil 
tp the region later this month, 
v^'ting the six countries most 
dosety in\-olvcd in the /\rab-ls- 
raeli dispute, including Israel, 
^ria, Jordan and the Occupied 
Territories while iit April Mr 
Blair will make a trip to the 
Middle East. 

Foreign Office officials last 

ni gh t stTCssed thc spMch Con- 
tained "no anii-Lsrauli clcmcnus 
whatsoever," hut in tone it 
seemed desagned to redress the 
bcOancc after Britain's threats 10 
use force against Iraq. 

Mr Cook laid eq^Iiril stress 
on the "light at the end of the 
tunnel" for the Iraqi people, if 
Saddam complied with UN resr 
(\hHiiMis. He said Britain was 
convening un EU conferenoe fo 
help direct proceeds of the oil- 
for-food programme quickly 
and eEBcicnily to the intended 
redpients. . . 

■ JERUSALEM (Reuters) — 
Israel's aitorney-gc neral . 

Etyakim Rubinstein, said he 
bad met officiob in Switzeriund 
yesterday to seek the release of 
a Mossad r^nt caught in an al- 
leged buggjiig attempt that em- 
barrassed the ^ forvice. 


Academics condemn the effect of 
sanctions on heafth and education 


The sanctions on Irkq are se-' 
vere^ damag in g its educatiOD 
systaDandcu}tL^berflage,ac- 
con^ to academics and ro* 
searchers. writes Kira 
Sdigiqrta, Among the items 
ofi^ are pendis, 

-sdence bo^'ahd emnputer 
software. And, while the sanc- 
tions are hindering the educa- 
tional prospects of the young, 
archaeological treasures are 
beii^ sm^gfod.tqocdlectomin 
the WesL 

Academics from Cambridge 
and Oxford have written to the 
Indq>endent expressing con- 
cern about the efiect of sanc- 
tions on civilians, vriiidi, (hey 
say, are "counter-productive 
and indefensible". 

"AUow^ the people of Iraq 
to suffer mainuti^a and poor 


health is like refusiqg food and 
medidne to the passengers in 
a hijacked plane." 

The Labour MP George 
Gafloway, who has been cam- 
paigning a^nsi non-militaiy' 
sanctions, yesterday Itusiod a 
press conference by ejq>erts 
who have first-hand experience 
of Iraq to "counter goveni- 
mentpropagahda". Haris Gaz- 
dar, a London School of 
Ecooomte n^urdier, sard the 
average income of an Iraqi had 
^en from around £150 a 
month before the Gulf war to 
around £3 a month now. The 
country, whose nationul income 
was comparable with (hat u( 
South Korea and BrazU before 
the war. is now on u lower lev- 
el than Bangladesh. 
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The niimer up prize is an 
overnighc llehxer Break in a 
Superior Room whkh includes a 
bade and shoulder massage or 
ftdaL 

To enter this cot iip e d don simply 
dial the nwnber below answer 
the feBowhig question on' line . ' 
and learn your name. Ml address 
and contact number: 

Q: One oftiw therapies at 
Ragdale Hall Invohres 
l^ecinf needles Into the 
sMn at pressure points 
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Suicide bus bomb 
kills 32 in Colombo 

A BUS laden vrith shnqmel-padced 
bombs xaced into the capita's crowded 
business district and ea^oded, IdDing 
at least 32 people and wounding more 
than 300. SusjndciD fell on guerrillas of 
the nation’s T amfl minority. The bus, 
empty of all but the driver, blew apart 
outside a train nation,* rippii^ the . 
fronts off bufldings and shredding 
' dozens of vehides. The dead ioduded 
at least three difldien from schools in 
the area and two police officers. 

— Al* Cohmbo 

Lesbian pardoned 

President Emil Constantinesca of Ro- 
mania pardoned a Jesbian imprisoned 
under a code which still considers ho- 
mosexuality a crime..<4devarul newspa- 
per printed a list of presideniial paidoitt, 
including one for Marina Cetiher, who 
complete two years of a three-year jail 
sentence for "hning another woman into 
sexual intercourse”. — Reuters; Bucharest 

Custody ruling 

The Hungarian-boni pom mar Oona 
Staller. known as "Qc^lina”, has lost 
custody of her .five-year-old son to her 
ex-husband, the sculptor Jeff Koons, af- 
ter an Italian oaiuit mled she was an un- 
fit mother. 

— Reuters, lton?e 


French inquiry 
into genocide role 


Byjobn LicbfieM 

in Paris 

The Freoeb parliament is to investigate 
chaigtt that France, in efifecL CQiidooed the 
genocide in Rwanda in 1994. The Nation- 
al Assembly’s Defence Crtmmfrrag h«ig cj^ 
ated a mission d’in/omudont or study 
group, not the full-blown public oommictee 
of inquiry which orhics of Fteodi pbhey have 

demanded- MAJedns Sans Frnnrary*g, rlie 
French humafiirartan organisation, reject- 
ed the decision as a “d/vermnna/y tactic”. 

. Evidence has. emeiged thra France sup- 
plied political support and weapons to the 
former Hutu regjrae in Rwanda while the 
massacres of about 800,000 TUtsis in the 
sprite and summer of 19S4 were under w^. 
It is also s ugge sted that [n the months be-, 
fore the massacres. French militaiy tiain- 
ing missions in Rwanda turned a Mind 
to evidence that genocide was planned. 

The re^exazninadon of Iraiice'STOle fol- 
lows the publication of a 1,000-page report 
Ity a Bel^an pariiameotaiy oommiitee and 

hivest^ative articles m Le Ranee has 

refused to <»-opeiate vrith the international 
waraiaies toveat^tion of the genoade, or- 
dering militaty officers not te give evideiice. 
ReosiiCty, dtere has been a damourfrom 

Green and Communist members of Par- 


tiament for a thorough, public coounittee 
of inquiry. The chairman of the Defence 
Committee, former defence minister Paul 
Quilhs, has instead woo an agreement that 
10 or 12 deputies shoiikl fem a study group. 
Critics say such a group will meet in secret 
and may never make public its findings. 

‘ Mr QuflBs says that it is "not impossi- 
ble" the report wU be pubi&ired. He ingiy c 
it is vital that the group works "in sereni- 
ty" (fe oui of the ^ of Ihc media ). A full 
inquiry would be constitutionally impossi- 
^ be tilaizBs, white the warcriines tribuiial 
is under'wsty. TTiis is a dubious assertion. It 
might have been true if France, or Fiunch 
peisonnel, were on trial, but they are not. 

• The central ollr^tion against France 
is that the late president Franqois Mitter- 
imid became obsessed with the need te prop 
up the French-speaking Hutu regime in Ki- 
gali and defeat the E^Ush-^ldng TUt- 
si rebels, long exiled in Uganda. The Hulus 
were seen as a vital buhvarit against the 
q»ead of US influence and the English lan- 
in South Central Africa. According 
to Le Figaro, France exported arms to the 
Hulusm the summer of 1994. even though 
proceedingon an 
gw scale. The newspaper quoted President 
Mittei^d as ^ring: "In countries like thau 
genocide is not so importanL" 
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Catholic with a small *c* 

St e Prime Minister turning to Rome? John .R^oul, his biographer, thinks not - yet But thousands of others are doing so. One recent convert' explains why 


P™ Minister’s religious be^is’s^ 
P^y «nirel to people’s pere^nW 

staitTo^ m ^ ^ 

nuanb ? ^ ™ost Voters are 

and opmonated asrertion. The feet that he 

SDOmi^ an Angikan andyet a^ 

Wc and chiWrea has been taken as a Ik^ 

to draw conclusions on his h«»h«>if 

Now the conversion story has been eiv- 

CT another twist, because Mr Blah has coa- 

ttiroed to do as Priine Minister what he did 
TCiore ibe election, name^ to eo to 
chureh, and he has also been seen attend- 
ing Mass alone. It seems strange to some 
people that he attends both Anglican and 
Rom^ Catholic churches, but to the 
Blairs* firieuds there isasimpie csq>lanadon 
as to why the Prime Minister has attend- 

fdMass by himsel£ Since moving to Down- 
ing Street, it has become tradition for the 
family to attend Mass at Westminster 
Cathedral; when alone, Mr Blair simpfy 
maiaiains the tradition. 

This is not enough for some observers. 
He goes to Mass? says CardBnal Thomas 
Winning, bead of the Catholic church in 
Scotland. Then he must be againct abor- 
tion. )^fen, he does not exacts rejoice in 
it, but no, he does not thinlr it would h^Tp 
to criminalise iL He goes to Mass! cries 
Catholic conven Paul Johnson. Then he 
must be on the road to Rome. It does not 
follow. Others authoritatively declare Mr 
Blair a THigh*' An^ican or an Anglo- 
Catholic, as if these were simple and un- 
ambiguous tenns. 

His eagerness to get to a diurdi on Sun- 
days when he is travelling - and hs tnffif - 
ference as between C of E and RC - has 
^ long been a cause of the quizacally-raised 
atheistic e>'ebrow among the rhangmg 
cast of minders and friends around him, 

Of course, there is more to Mr Blair’s 
raligioa than the outvraxd observant 
trouble is that his reluctance to talk about 
his faith ixivites othem to interpret it fbr him. 
As his biographer, I can confirm that his 
reli^n is private. He does not talk drout . 
it untessaskedLandthenheisbriefaDdmat- 
icr-of-f^ wW is mote, inost of the Bbn!^ 
friends say th^ have never discussed re- 
ligion with either of them. 

But for alJ his reticence, he has made 
two substantial fiteologicat naiements’m' 
public; arid we (fo know abom bow be came 
10 call himself a Christian and how it re- 
lates to his political life. 

It is sigi^kamt, fm* exaniple, th^ 
not brou^t up in the Cburdi of En^and, 
ejmept in the formal sense at scfaod (and 
his public sdiool was half Church of ^t- 
land). His father is an atheist and, thoug^ 
his mother was a believer, the family did 
not go in church. So, unlike Cheric, his 
church is not pan of his family identity: like 
hLs party, he chose it, at the age of 20. 

Cheric Blair’s faith is fundamental to her 
IHc. Allhou^ her own mother. Gale, was 
not a Catholic and her absent actor fother, 
Tony Booth, was lapsed, she was brought up 
in the faith because tdic lived in the liver- 
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Tony and Cherie Bfaur after attendmg Catholic Ma» Rt Rev Cormac Murphy O’Connor in Brighton during the Labour Party Conference 


mi^t sign up as a Roman Catholia Mac- 
murray, who left a deep imprint on Blair 
thmiig h the idea of community, ended his 


pool house of her Catholic paternal grand: 

, mother and attended CathoUcschools. She life in the Society of Friends (the Quak- 
^ has never said anything about her beliefe, eis). Meanwhile Thomson, who returned 
but while dearly being devout, h is Ihou^t 
she is a liberal Chtbolic. She c£d not insist,' 
for example, on marriage m a Catholic 
church, and while ihdr sons ^ to the tra- 
dilinnal Orntoiy school, their daughter, 

Katluyn, is espeded to join a Church ofEog- 
land secondarv school next year. 

Uofore he met his wife, the formative 
innucnccs on Blair's faith were twofold, a 
person and a philosophy. Peter Thomsem, 
an carthv. anli-eslablbhmcnl Australian 


to Britain in order to share in the excite- 
ment of his proto’s election victoty, has 
given a lecture in honour of RJl Tawney 
on how. the institutions of the church have 
gone horribly wrong ance Jesus’s time. 

This rm pbans on the personality of Je- 
sus is shared by Blair, vrin wrote a foreword 
to a collection of ChrisiiaD socialist essays 
in 19^. This dedaied that: “Christianity is 
a very lou^ religion ... It is judgmental 
There is ri^t and wrong. There is good and 


dirric was a postgraduate student at Ox- bad." But this is not toughnes in a doctri- 
ford, who inmrfuccd BlaiMo tbewritiDgs reo*. 

of Min Miranuiray. a Scottish ihinJter who an injunction to ’Ty.lc at ourtro ridlo^ 
h.id fallen out of fewur as he was neither 
a philrtM'plitT (because he was not inter- 
ested in linguistics) nor a theologian (be- 

wmSisntaloddsSlheideathatBlair ing what to do with Jesus; Peusr, “the rock 


and see “how much needs to be done”. 
Then, in Easter 1996, Blair gave a k>og' 

interview m the 5knd(^ about his 

bdiefo. He talked about the three parts of 


of Christ”, who denied fam in weakiMs^ and 
“Christ himself in the Garden of Gethse- 
mane" sufiermg the very hirman agony and 
s^ingi “not my wSL but thrn^ be done”. 

There are marry Roman Catholics who 
would share the ladkal social mess^e, and 
even this direct and personal relationship 
with the New TbstamenL but it seems to 
me that everytimig Blair si^ about reitgi on 
_ in parallel vrith his political message - 
speaks of iodusiveness. 

In his Swide^' Tilegngjh interriew, be 
went oiC'T am an e«TTw«»nir«i CJiristian. 
I find marry of the ar^ty debates between 
Catholic and Protestant con^letety baf- 
fUng." Tb qnrrn one deagnation in favour 

another would snrety be to add foelto 
pcedsety those angry debates. 

But there are still maity m the Catholic 
Merar^ who tfamk that it is onty a mat- 
ter of time. Of course, tfa^ say, Blair would 
not convertwbile he was Prirne Minister. 
That, at least, would certainty fit with every- 
thing we know about Blair the poixtidan, 
as mudi as Blair the tbedogiarL 


It would be disastrous in the context of 
the Northern Ireland peace talks. Blair has 
m the past gone out of his wiy to daim both 
Protestant and Catholic roots to his fsm- 
ity tree, while his marriage is itself an im- 
portant tymbol of rnter-denomlnational 
uiuty. But he also takes a closer interest in 
Church of Eflgiand afiairs than azty of his 
recent predecessors, becoming the first 
prime minister to block the appointment 
of a bish(^ ance the present tystem was 
estal:dished 21 years ago- 

There are those dose to r^i-rfinai Basil 
Hume, leader of the Catholic church in 
Britain, who sorest that he and Blair have 
discussed the possibility of conversion, but 
agreed that the idea should be put “00 bdcT 
until be ceases to be Prime NGnisteT. 

Blair has certainty met Cardinal Hiune, 
and th^ have discussed matters of faith. 
But their first communicatioins were rather 
qnkey. Some time after Blair became 
Labour leader, there, was a new priest at 
his and Choie*s perish church in Islington. 
Whereas the previous incumbent, a liber- 


al, took a relaxed view of Blair^ taidi^ com- 
munion, the new man objected. For con- 
servative Catholics, it is distressing that 
aiiybody w4x) does not accept in theory and 
in practice the authority of the Qiurch 
should receive the sacramenL (In foci, this 
rule is widely flouted in the case of second 
marriages, because there is another rule 
that says communion should not be refused 
if this would cause a scandal). 

There was a fluny, vdudi went up as hi^ 
as Cardinal Hume, and Blair agreed not 
to take communioa aity more. 

Since becraniiig Rurie Minister, the two 
have met oftetL But the idea that they have 
discussed - let alrme agreed - a delayed con- 
version must owe more to Catholic wisb- 
folfilment and Blau’s uncanny al^ty to 
persuade anyone that he is on their side, 
than to arty firm intentions the Prime Min- 
ister has expressed. 

Despite his professed reticence, Blair 
has said enough about his beliefe for us to 
know that he is - as in politics - a catholic 
vrith a small “c". 


IF TONY BLAIR had attended West- 
minster Cathedral last Sunday, be would 
not have stood out from the crowd The Riv 
man Catholic cathedral was packed with 
people who were not members of the Hoty 
Motiier Church. But these were people wlm 
would soon belong, and had come to the 

cathedral for a special ceremony to mark 
their Lenten preparation for conversion to 
the. faith. On Easter Saturday, the SOU 
prospective converts attending the cathe- 
dral win be received into the Catholic 
church at midnight vigils across London. 

Since 198L more than 80JXX) people in 
Britain have com'erted to Rome. The 
Catholic Church, with its dedioing atten- 
dances and falling birth count, needs them 
badly. Tb^ are often more committed ,*ind 
more intense about their faith than cradle 
Cafiiolks, fc» ccoKtskm TeqkUTCs an imen&e 
efiort, both emotional and spiritual. Many 
of those who met Cardinal Hume last Sun- 
day were in tears, such was the impact of 
coming so close to the moment of total ac- 
ceptance tty the church. 

ConversiQa nowadays usuolty consusts 
of attending Rile of Christian initiation 
Adults courses, lasting sfac months to a year. 

Vflth fewer priests than ever (despite the 
recent influx of Anglican priests opposed 
to women’s ordination) much of this work 
is now done by the laity. For certain peo- 
ple. one-to-one instruction from a priest, 
such as the Randscan Rtlher Michael Seed, 
is available. He guided the politicians 
John Gummer and Ann Widdecombe. 

Wlty join? ^il ^Ahnrai, a diildrai's au- 
thor and illnstrator, was received into the 
church last Easter, like Mr Blair, his wife 
was a Catholic and his chiidren had been 
baptised as Catholics. His eldest son, like 
Mr BIw’s, goes to the Oratory Sdiooi in 
Fulham. 



Paul W k nren and his family on 

the night he became a Catholic 

He says: “As a child of the Sixties I was 
prenywild, though 1 also felt in some vague 
^ly foat uty life must have some purpose. 
Gc^ perhaps!? If so, bow could 1 find Him? 
Needless to say I took a few short cuts in 
my search, and over the years I garnered 
a motley ra^sag of otysUcal ideas. 

“It sounds wonderful - 1 cmild mix and 
znatdLlcouJdpracticaltyinveDtntyownre- 
1^00. But iity heart wasn’t in iL It just (fidn'l 
fed ijghL ^belief in God may have deep- 
ened, but I wasn't a Taoist, a Navajo or an 
Aztea I fdt a stranger in a strange land, 
never fully at home. 1 was still searching. 

■ “Aruf then an odd thing happened. One 
day, seaiching through some old fiumty pho- 
tographs, I came across oty C of E baptism 
certificate. I had no idea - my parents bad 
never been churchgoers - but quite unex- 
pectedly the discoveiy touched me. It 
meant something to me, as if a seed plant- 
ed all those years ago, had suddenly 
bloomed. I realised 1 had come full circle. 

I had rediscovered my Christian roots." 

Butwhat could Mr l^hrren do about it? • 
“h4y wife was Roman Chtholic and our chS- 
dren were preparing for a Catholic edu- 
cation. The Church of England was going 
through changes that suggested too many 
shifting uncertainties. If I was coming 
home, I didn’t want to arri\'c in the mid- 
dle of a family row. On the other hand. I 
found that the Chtholic Church was also 
de%cioiuD^it too was re-examining its roots 
and teaching of the Church fathers. U 
bad looked at many of its medieval accre- 
tions and was seeking harmoity between the 
Sacraments and the Word of God. I was 
also drawn by the Church's reverence for 
Mary and by the humanity of the saints. It 
see med a very human church. It stirred my 
faith: my head and my heart.** 


When the 
cameras stop 
rolling, dress 
to please 

yourselves 


)olice have felt the 
of two of Brftain s best 
Melanie Rickey senses 
of justice 


WHEN Helena Bonham 
Carter boarded Concorde to 
Near Yoric on Wsdnesdsy, oo^ 
lookers^ were suipnsed, 
shocked even, to see her 
dressed in a mi^-masb of 
most nn-film-stany clothes,, 
wi th. tousled hair and not ahmt 
of make-up. 

Where was the cashmere 
wrap? The .sui^jasses? The. 
leavtHoe-alaQC-l-am-a-iDovie- 
star demeanour? It was in ex- 
actly the same place as Kate 
Wi^et's leave-me>aIone-l- 
■im-a-movie-star demeanour 
when she boarded Concorde 
last week wearing a mini-ddrt 
xvitb bare boots, chonlty 
socks and a black leather coat; 
put away, untit Oscar oi^t on 
23 Mareh, ^en both women 
will look every inch giamoroos 
icons of the sQver screen. 

The truth is that todqr’s 
yotmg actresses are an entire- 
ty d iffere nt breed of women 
g-om the Marilyn Monroe, 
Ava Gardner and Lauren . 



Kate Winslet ofMu^ and at the Baftas; Helena Bonham Carter in baggy jumper and anvard night gown 


Bacall types of the Zbrties and 
Fifties. Then, every detafl of 
their idling, malm-up, eyo- 
brows and haimtyles were slav- 
ishly copied to such a d^ree 
that most fashionable women 
of tht era lookdd fike dones. 

In the late Nineties, we’ve 
got a diverae sdectioQ of su- 
pennodels for inspication, and 
fianldy we would rather look 


to Kate (Moss) and Helena 
(Christensen) for fashion ttys, 
not our lovely Bdresses Kate 
aixl Helena who are an the bet- 
ter for their xmpecfectioas and 
remind us of our humanity. 

Unfommately this doesn't 
slop the bhdi^ Gaiping and 
decoDStnictkm of thdr eveiy 

'R nnhiiin Carter 

. doesn’t seem lo care too much 


about fashion as her rather 
hideous patchwork jumper 
shows, but she doesn’i: rodty 
have to. She was the foce of 
Yardley cosmetics from 1993 lo 
1996, ^ has done hex time as 
a two-dimensional image. 

. R&islet, on the other hand, 
is the bapiem victim of style 
blbodbounds.wbo revel in her . 
wei ght problems and ridicule 


her style. Those chunlty brown 
boots she wore last week do not 
rqiresent her need to show her 
nmer “tomboy” nor do they im- 
pty that her feet “are firmty 
planted on the ground" despite 
her rise to fame. That is utter 
rutfoish. Kate Winslet is s ti ll, 
as she often points ouLa 22- 
year-old woman fr om Reading 
and has probably worn boots 


like that since she was a 
teenager, no doubt with 501s 
and a leather coat ~ just like 
other women her age. Why 
should she wear Manolo Blah- 
nik heels and designer dress- 
es? She is not paid to be a 
dotfaes>hoisc, she is paid to acL 
and she is very good at it 
Last November, when He- 
lena Bonham Carter was get- 
ting primped, preened and 
laced into a Vivienne Wki- 
WDOd gpWD for tile London 
premiere of 77u* Jflr^ of The 
Dove, she communied: "Tm 
dres^g up and pretending to 
be a movie star," and after 
changing out of hcT dungarees 
and trainers, donning the 
gown, and spending ibree 
boms in hair ai^ mokc-up. she 
looked sensational, and as- 
sumed her port beautifully, 
just like Kate IMnsIet did id her 
Vivienne Westwood gown at 
last year’s Oscar ceremotty - 
and just as (hey will again on 
23 March. 
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Arms and 
the woman 

For more than 16 years, Jenny Matthews has taken her camera to some of 
the world's most horrifying conflicts, from the civil wars in Eritrea and 
Nicaragua to the ethnic bloodbath in Rwanda. As part of Internationa! 
Women’s Week, an exhibition of her photographs opens on 10. March 
at the Brunei Gallery, Russell Square. London 




Above: InAta Gandhi Hospital, Kabul, Afghanistah 1996. Tariq picked up something that looked like a pen. 

It was a landmine. Top Mt: Eritrea 1995. At the end of the war, women from all over the country met to 
discuss a new constitution. Birttoml^jWtwVi^am.'nilsffri was bom in 1991 vdth no eyes, as a result of 
the Agent Orange defoliant used by tiie Americans during the vw. Bottom right: A Sandinista soldier, 
Nicaragua, 1983 Photographs: Jenny Matthews 
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My first baby was a boy, my second was a book 


Wrrting about the trials and traumas of parenthhood 
is becoming a whole new genre. Good idea — or 
just good copy, asks Ann Treneman 


ICATE HGES haK written a book that tcUs 
you how horriMu it can be to become a 
mochcr. “What even your friends wmi'i tell 
you.” cries the cover. And it does. Take her 
attempts to placate her newborn dau^- 
ter “When .she cried inconsolab^. herwails 
sounded so accusing, so tormented and so 
loud that 1 used to be convinced something 
seriously was wrong with her and feel ris- 
ing anger and shame at my inability to calm 
her.” 

Eveiy paivnt in the land can relate to 
that but what about Figes’ own cbildreo? 
When they grow up and read this will they 
he touched, appalled or just embarrassed? 
It's a question that more and mare authors 
should be asking themselves. 

Ours has been called the age of auto- 
biography and there is no dou^ that pub- 
ibdiing is in the grip of a kind of memoir 
madness. But wriLing about your own 
dreadful childhood (vriiich everyone seems 
to have had) is not the same as writing 
about your own dreadful chilttaen (which 
nobot^' likes to admit to having). **11 may 
be difGcull to write about your parents but 
it is far. far harder to write about your chO- 
dien,” says Melissa Benix, daughter of Toiiy 
and author of a new book on motherhood. 
Madonna and Quid. “For starters, you want 
them to be nice to you for a long time." 


Ihie. but editors and publishers aren't both- 
ered by such things as they search for fe- 
male readers in an age vdien confession has 
become the new journalism. 

Ms Bean is careful to point out that, in 
her book, she has written only five pages 
on what it was like for her become a 
mother at age 37 and 26Q pages on moth- 
erhood in general. Kate Figes, writer and 
books editor at the MaU on 5«ndory’s Ibu 
magazine, makes the same poinL “1 don’t 
leaD)’ write about my dddien. 1 write about 
motheiiiood." she “There isn’t that 
much peisonal stuff in the book. I felt I had 
to put myself into it but I didn't want to 
overdo it and it probably maJees up 2 per 
cenL" The process of deddktg bow per- 
sonal the book should be took time. In the 
first draft, for instance, she used her tiiil- 
dren's names and then decided not to.'“l 
just found that to be too peisooaL” 

But ^riiat about her childEen r ending U? 

did think about that 1 think it would be 
useful and interestii^ to them. The love 
is there. That’s clear," she say& **I don’t 
know anything about what my own eariy 
years were Uke." But she does knowvriiat 
it is like to have her own life appear in print 
because her mother, the novelist and fem- 
inbl Eva, wrote about her. 

“I remember one of her articles, 1 think 



Kate Rges writh dau^iters Elearror, 8, and Grace, 4. *1 don’t really write 
about my dilldren, I write about mo th erhood,* she says. In the first 
draft of her book she used her diildren% names, but then changed 
her rnind, finding It *too personaP 


it was for Como, was on teenage sex and 
she used me and my friends as case stud- 
ies. That was an absolute oigtitmare. IVe 
only just forgiven her!” 

Ste is right to draw a distinction be- 
tween her book -vdiicb is primarily poUlical 
- and others diat are strictly perso^ Ibese 
da^ we tend to think of the latter in tenns 
of new^per columns and magazine ar- 
tides. Ihe March issue of the new women’s 


glo6^,/fe(i for instance, managed to have 
a dad (Ibi^ E^ns) writing a^t his son 
and a daughter (Louise France) writing 
about her dad. No newq»per is comfdete 
without at least one mum and dad -going 
on about nappies and school dinners. 

Some write insist that it is.ok^ to write ' 
about their children when ace small. 

’’Bat I would never write about them as 
teenageis," says Kate Figes. “If Is such a 


. ..... A#,* 




p. .. 




tumultuous tnne.” Tines columnist John 
Dianxxid abo secs trouble ahead. “The dif- 
ficult wffl oome when the kids leazn to read 
pnqjecly,’’ be “Both of them have been 

grist to my joucnalistic mill tince were 

bom and 1 don't have a problem writing 
about them. But Fm very conscious of the 
columnist who wrote about his femify and 
had terrible fallings out because his dau^ 
ter would find her first period tlw subject 
' of a jocular column, or his son would have 
trouble keeping his gjrifriends, who would 
find themselves dissected on the page.” 
The truth is that vriien the chiidien 
old enough ,to answer back, the columnists 
don’t Stop. But they do at least negotiate 
first After ;dl, balaes and toddlers demand 
their ri^ts like a teenager can. Midielc 
Hanson knows all aboift such hav- 

ing writing a colunm in the Glienium about 
her teenage daughter Amy (better known 
as 'Ireasum)ior years. “She asked me not 
to write about hCT boyfriends or ai^hing 
too upsetting or anything to do with peri- 
ods," k&bele. “So f didn’t.’^ At one 
point, when Amy was 13, she gave her a 
£1Q a week reseaicb fee. “I figured I 
couldn't do it without her, so tile got a fee.” 

' Ai^, now 19, says she appreciated the 

ettra monqr and she made her mother. 

promse to never, ever write about sex. She 


remembers a few columns that upset he 
(or, more likely, her fncods). “Bui the thin 
is that her articles made mu feel that shi 
is quite fun really. Wicked.” 

Now that Tr easure is going away to uni 
versity, Michele has started to write abou 
her own mother. “Grandma reacts raiicl 
worse than I did.” says Amy. -'One dm. 
she refused to speak to mum for a week. 
AH three are featured in ModieHand, yc 
another new book on the subject that is uu 
this week and edited by Ann McFerran. 
tolhaiine Whitchom says her fami^ gu 

used to Uie odd mention in the 3t>odd year 

she wrote for the OfomtT. Her son 
Bernard lyalL now 33, says the family al 

wa3® ooramunkaed by not(» and L-tte un\ 
wtv and he saw this asju.st the rather puWi 

equivalent of UiaL-foractr^aysICith^ 

11 was the only way I could gut my sun I. 
move out when he wa.*; in hk iwunlic-s. 
wrote a column about how young paipli 
nwr seemed to leave home ihusu days " 
doesn’t remember iiquitc tha 

^ but he s pretty relaxed about it all - 

think aU s faff m love, war and nuwspapurs 
rf^th, though It s not something that man- 
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Professor 
Carlo Dionisotti 


Carlo dionisotti, Pro- 
fessor of Italian at Bedford 
College, London, firom 1949 to 
1ST70, was one of the greatest 
Italian liieraiy historians of his 
dine, indeed, of this centuiy. 

He prefened vmting aitides 
to writing books. He concen- 
trated fii^ on Renaissance lit- 
( eraturc, choosii^ his subjects 
often wth striking origiaali^ 
from areas no one else had pre- 
viously considered worthy of 
study. In addition he devoted 
pvticular attention to a few in- 
dividuals - Bembo, Machiavei- 
li and the great printer Aldus 
Manutius. After his retirement 
he rai^d wider, wth a book on 
I9th-centuiy authors, and sev- 
eral contributions on the his- 
toriography of Italian Uteranire. 

Dionisotti was bom in Turin 
in 1908 and educated at Turin 
Dnivetsity: among his fellow 
studeniswete the novdia Cesare 
ftevese and the historian Anialdo 
f Momigliano. a lifelong friend, 
who was Professor of Ancient 
History at Univeisify College 
Londem during most of the lime 
that Dionisotti was at Bedford. 

Before and during the Sec- 
ond World Dionisotti held 
minor teaching posts in Italian 
schools and univeisties; his lack 
of advancement was doubtless 
due to his am^onism to Risrisn] 
and his refusal to pay lip^rrice 
to any ideology or person. 

In 1947. at the suggestion of 
another Piedmontese. A. Pas- 
serin d'Entrev'es. who was Pro- 
fessor of Italian at Oxtord, he 
obtained a post there as Lec- 
turer in Italian; two years later 
he moved to Bedford as Pro- 
fessoT. Over the itan two 
Ills scholarly reputation grew 
rapidly, but he remained at Bed- 
ford for the rest of his career. 

One of his reasons for stay- 
ing in Britain was that he had 
become used to utirking in the 
ilaJian collections of the British 
Libniiy. one of (be ricbe.sL and 
one of the best catalogued, in 
the world. Dionisotti once de- 
scribed the philosopher and 
historian Benedetto Croce as “to 
my knowledge, the most formi- 
dable reader and interpreter of 
y Italian texts since the 18th cen- 
tury". These words could well be 
applied to Dionisotti himself. 

The roots of his fundamen- 
tal contribution to the histori- 
ography of Italian literature 
lay in his profound knowledge. 


particulariy of RenaissaDoe texts, 
in the vast reading on whkdi his 
opinions had been focmed. In a. 
fi^ous article on clergy and 
laiQ/ in Italian literature in the 
first half of the 16ih centuiy, he 
based his arguments on an ana^ 
sis of 100 authors, remarkin g, 
without a trace of that this 
number was probably sufTuHent 
to represent tbe conditions of 
the period. No other modem 
Italianisi could match that sort 
of knowledgjc- 

The ifiain conclusion to 
which his omnivorous and close 
reading of Italian literature led 
him was summed up in the ti- 
tle of his inaugural lecture at 
Bedford, "GeoffvfUt e srorin 
dcQa leacratura iuUafu" (“Ge- 
ography and History of ItoJiaa 
literature"). This later became 
the title of his most important 
collection of essays, published 
in 1967. His thesis, otMous. like 
all major theoretical advances, 
once it had been caressed, was 
that before (and even to sonve 




i! 


Dionisotti: ^ewy vigour 

extern after) the unificatiem of 
Italy, tbe history of Italian lit- 
erature. without dissolving into 
a series of local histories, was 
indissolubly linked to its geog- 
raphy - Tuscan. Venetian, Mi- 
lanese. Roman. Neapolitan. 
The regional or local interests 
which moulded writers from 
Dante to Manzoni were not 
shortcomings to be excused or 
explained away, they were part 
of the reali^of Italian lileraiure. 

This hud not proceeded 
single-mindedty through the 
centuries towards the goal run 
tional unity, as literary histori- 
ans of the preceding generation, 
in the enthusiasm of the R^rg- 
imeolo. had tried to show. In- 
stead. it followed a much more 
complex path, subject to rc- 


gtonal and «ctra-rcgioaa] influ- 
ences which it was the job of the 
literary historian to elucidate. 

This concept is now fimily es- 
tablished in Italian literary his- 
toriography- It is interesting that 
Dkinisotti^ poation has seemed 
equally acceptable to historians 
of every colour ~ clerical, anti- 
clei 3 caLMacxia,NewHistoridsL , 
To some extent, ^ is due to 
fear it is dangemus public^ to 
disagree with someone whom 
you suspect knows more about 
your subject than you do. But 
bis contributions were based on 
such rock-solid evidence they ' 
transcend ideology. 

Another reason for Dion- 
isotti's hold on bis feUow schol- 
ars was the quab'^ of bis writing. 
Most academics arc happy to 
achieve clarity, but his articles 
have a sinewy vigour which 
matches the forcefulness of his I 
thought, full of felicities of con- 
cept and expression. It is no sur- 
prise that bis academic writings 
won him the rare accolade of a 
literary award, the Premia 
Viareggio (1989). 

After his retirement Dion - 1 
isotti visited Italy regularly and ' 
'frequently, etiending the impact 
of his writings by the brio and 
vigour of his seminars and lec- > 
tures. These were particularly 
appreciated I 7 the younger 
generation ofscholars, and will , 
ensure the continuation of his | 
influence for years to come. 

Towards scholars in whom he 
tbuu^t he detected sloppiness 
or pretentiousness Dionisotti 1 
could be savage. But for stu- 
dents and colleagues he was a 
dcli^tfiil teacher and com- . 
panion, vivacious, witty, well- ' 
informed about current affairs, 
full of interc^ in their oonoerns. 

For me. and for many oth - 1 
ecs, he was a career-long source 
of inspiralioo. While we could 
not match his erudition, nor the 
incisivencss of his thought, we 
could at least learn from his in- 
tegrity, and from tbe humility 
with which be approached tbe 
writers of the pasL ' 

Conor Fahy 

ptwiseXtiGsafane; 
loir bm Turn 9Jbne ll^Ledu^ 
n ItaBan, OitfbnUJrMefSity IW-49: 

Aojhssor of teAn, Bedfiifd Cofcge 
1949-70 (Emeritus): FBA 1972; mor- 1 
lied 1942 Mono nmofimor (three 
dat^iiBts,aidanedai^iterdeaasedl: 
died London 22 February 1998. 



Francis Coulsbn 


Panwar: playing the motheMn-law to perfection 


Lalita Pawar 


LALITA RR'WAR played the 
squint-eyed, scheming and vit- 
riolic motber-m-Iaw to perfec- 
tion in scores of Indian films in 
an acting career that qtanned 
nearly 60 years in Bollywood, In- 
dia's film capital city (k Bomb^. 

The more pronounced h^c 
squint tbe woise matteis be- 
came for the heroine whose 
hateful mother-in-law she 
played in most of tbe 600 fOins 
in which she featured: this af- 
ter years as a heroine who per- 
sonalty performed daredevil 
stunts in Dumerous ^ent films. 

Pawar played tbe beloved 
mother and domineering dowa- 
ger with equal aplomb, eaming 
kudos and awar^ from the late 
1940s until six years ago, when 
failing health and sight forced 
her to letiie to the western In: ; 
dianciQrofPune, 120 mOes fremi ' 
her beloved Bomtoy. 

•1. initiaiitm bto filni&i,. 

.at.iiiie age of seven was aw-/.' 
dental. A silent movie was be-* 
iog shot in Puue and the young : 
Ambika Sagun. assbewasbonu 
climbed the wall of the garden 
where it was being filmed. She 
attracted the attention of tbe 


director, ^0 offered her a 
role. Seven years later, be- 
came the heroine in Mohila 
(**Wofflan", 1928); she went on 
to become the lading lady of 
Bollywood at a time when b was 
coosidered improper for 
women from decent homes to 
go into films. 

A resounding slap on tbe 
cheek, delivered by the hero 
during shootii^ cut short Pa- 
war’s career as a heroine. Tbe 
blow burst a nerve near her eye 
lea<fing to partial facial pandy- 
^ and a permanent squinL 

It took her three yeais to re- 
cover, but instead of wallowing 
in self-pity she used the accident 
to advantage, fo become a char- 
acter actress who breathed life 
into whatever role she was cast. 

Born into a middle-class 
fomily in tbe. central Indian 
city of lndgre..in. 1914, she 
moved: witbl.lipr' inre&ts to 
'^Pune. Having made a asLme for 
herself as a heroine who could 
perform her own stunts she 
changed her name to Lalita and 
in the 1930s acted in a series of 
successful daredevil sflent films 
like Himmat-e-Mani (“A Brave 


-Phocograph: Hyphen Rims 


Man’'), Chevoriet and Captain 
IGshare. 

In the mid- 1930s she married 
Ganpatrao Pawar, a film-maker 
from Bombay and acted in his 
mories, but ihe union ended in 
divoiOB as he took a foncy to her 
younger sister. She later maided 
Rq Kum ar Gupta, another 
Bombay film-mater. 

After her accident, she 
smtdied to cbsTacter roles and 
in the Sixties was awarded the 
prestigious FQmfare Award for 
her role as Nbs D'sa, the benev- 
olent Christian lady in Anari 
(“The Novice"). Her other 
memorable roles included a 
doting mother in - Daag 
(“Spot"), a ebanning dowager 
in f^fessor and Jun^ (“Sav- 
age") and tbe prototype nas^ 
mother-in-law in Sou din sons 
ke (“Hundred Days of the 
Mother-mrla^)- .H ct la^fflm 
was Bhai (“Brpt^^)in l9%. 

' 

AmbBtaSagun (IxStaPmiar), actress 
bomindot^bt^ 1914; married Qwh 
patrao Pawar (marriage dissolved), 
second Raj Kumar Gupttg died 
Pu/r^ India 24 February /99S. 


FRANCIS COOLSON was a 
deeply sensitive 000 k. He said 
you needed a l^t heart to bate 
a light cate. He Hkened pastiy^ 
maidngto [nant^playmg. ^t is 
an art that comes as much from 
the astfae tumds.'’ he said 

' Coulson completed a re- 
mnAflhia half-centu^ as own- - 
-er with his partner Brian Sadc 
of ShaiTOw Ba^' in UUswater, 
Ckunbria, the most admired 
country-house hotel in the 
CQuhuy. TTie Victoxian house 
beside the lateu^h hiebou^ 

in 1948 set the pattern for a new 
era of British country hotels, 
luxurious but hemefy. sljdish bat 
■unsnobbish. The fo^ cooked 
by Conlson, was both elegant 
and oomfottin^ Sbairow E&y 
was Egon Rpnay’s Hotel of the 
Year as long ago as 1974, and 
Restaurant of tbe Year in 1980. 

' Onuteppwashnm'mDedfotd 
into a Quaker frinily, the SOD of 
a draper in the town. He went 
to Bedford Modem School, 
^likiag its aothoritariaoisoi, 
he found satisfaction with a tu- 
tor tile organ, but his 

hopes, of pursuing a career in 
music were dashed by tbe out- 
break of the Second ^ild 

He was a consdentous ob- 
jector, drafted to forestry work 
before moving to the church or- 
ganisatioa Tbc-H. Here be be- 
came re^nrible for produdj^ 
300 meals a day and above aU 
caring for his charges. He'd 
found his mdder, which he 
later described as "cosseting, 
nourishing and ourturingf*. 

His mother had been a fine 
pastrycook: IBs sister Bessie 
ran a small hotel and, as a boy, 
he had eamt his spurs making 
omelettes for her. Now, with 
help from his father, and with 
hh own samngs, be bou^ Sbar- 
Fow Erom its original nine 

rooms he built it up into the 
intematiooally aodahned hotel 
it is today,' mth some 30-odd 
rooms, a member of the lofty 
Relais and Chiteaux group. 

As a cook Coulson had few 
models apart frons his family 



Coirison: ‘cosseting* 


and reading of Constance Spiy 
and BUtebeth Pmd. He took 
pastry-making lissons from a 
Cordon Bteu^iraiitedcook. Re- 
nee AikinsoiL-He reyeUed in 
making difficult CTOtssants and 
.briodies as well as more home- 
ly scons and cakB& Ifis miy, 6 gfat 
stiefy Tofite pudding could stand 
as an epitaph to him in itself. 

- One of proudest dishes 
was a rich cream dessert he 
namfA la Sotpefidla Bavarois, 
dedicated to the great opera 
qnpw Joan SutherlandL In 1967 
he journeyed to London io pay 
her this edible tribute in her 
Covent Garden dressing room 
on the opening night of Etelfi- 
ni's Norma; She tucked into it 
with delight Cteilson, always a 
'man of gentle wit, recorded that 
the afierreffects was not so hap- 
py, rite struggled with wind 
throu^rout her perfonnance. 

TWenty-one years ago 1 met 
Fhmeis COulson for the first 
time. He was already renowned. 
We irore tm a plane to Paris, 
where he was to produce the 
dessert for a five-ocNnse meal or- 
ganised by the restaurant guide 
supremo Egon Ronay. derigned 
to put British food on the Eu- 
ropean map. He was to cook in 
the kitchens of Masm’s, then 
a dtadel of l^iisian gasticmoa^'. 

Coulfon conned that he 
was extremely nervous. Given 
that he had a deficate heart ooor 
dition requMzig a pacemaker, it 
certainly did not seem wise to 
submit to the pressure of cook- 
ing in an unfamniar IdtcheD for 
die combined food critics of 
Britain and France, not to men- 
tion those Mio were being Sown 
in from the US. . 

That wasn’t vriiy he was anx- 
ious, he said. It was because be 
was plsuming to smug^ two 
gallons of thick Cumbrian dairy 
. cream through French customs. 
He said he wasn't prepared to 

ftMwpr fi mwfrhk rfhhhy iwmg an 

inferior product, fronefa aeam. 

French customs waved him 
though, and his s^bub with his 
incomparable shortbread bis- 
cuits vras applauded by tbe sev- 
oalhundied interoaticnial guests. 

Tranci^ Coulson was a thiok- 
iog cook, among (he first to in- 
troduce "modem" soups such 
as tomato and orange. But not 
so modem that be embraced 
pink meat or n/ dente vegetables. 
Each vegetable, he insisted, 
had its own quality which 
should be respected/ 

Michael Bateman 

Fronds Coulson, chef and hotefier 
horn Bedfiird 6 June 1919; MBE 
1994; died UKswater, Cumbria 20 
February 1998, 



Henry Steele Commager 


HENRY Steele Commager was 
a titan of American historiog- 
raphy of the 20lh century. His 
productive career spanned ful- 
ly two-thirds of it: his writings 
left few topics in the first 2 ^ 
l^.eors of the Republic uncew- 
ered. He was a histiirian wht^ 
could holli examine ;ind cxplutiu 
with a clarity and grace pos- 
sessed by few of tiis peers, and 
which turned several of his 
books into the standard read- 
ing of two generulions of 
American students. 

Not the most important per- 
haps, but certainly the most fa- 
mous was Tftc Grou'ih ttf iliv 
American Repiihlic, which he 
wrote with the late Samuel 
Eliot Morison. It first appeared 


in 1931. and in 1987 Comma- 
ger. then aged >S4. helped Allan 
Nesins cany out (he revision for 
(he book's iOth ediiioo. {woof 
of its enduring appeal as an ae- 
cesiHe work of tkstoiy. In terms 
of sheer brilliance howwer. the 
prize should probably go to The 
.-(mericun Afmd. the 1951 study 
of the culture and intellectual 
tnidiiions that sliaped the Unit- 
ed States, or the l974work7e/- 
fenun. Narionalism and the 
Enlightcmncni. or perhaps 
The Umpire of Beruon which 
appi.'ared three years later. 

.As these tiile.s alone suegesL 
Commager uus a believer in 
American exeeptionalism - that 
the cmintn fo.shinned by the 
Rtunding fathers w-as a unique- 


ly perfect polity. living realisa- 
tion of w hat the leaders of the 
European Age of Enlighten- 
ment dreamt of. but could not 
achieve on their own scarred 
cootineni. 

His lodestar was the US 
Constitution of 1789. by any 
measure one of the human 
species’ more successful at- 
tempts to organise itself, and 
which Commager argued was 
the ''greatest monument to po- 
litical science in literature". 
The ConslitulioD was the yard- 
stick against which he would 
judge all statesmen and events, 
and its violalioa was Ihe offence 
he most abhorred. 

That conviction Itw behind his 
forays into the aMiicmponuy po- 



Commagen history as story 

Ultcal arena. He would describe 
himself as an “Independent De- 
mocrat". More accurately, he 
was a Constitutional fuada- 
mcntallsL Hie belief generated 


at least one act of much 
courage, his early and trea- 
ebant opposition to McCartl^- 
ism (on the grounds that the 
oaths of loyalty demanded by 
the Wisconsin senator were an 
tfonse of tbe Constitution) -and 
another of considerable pre- 
science. when be spoke out 
strongly in 1966 against the 
US’s entanglement in Vietnam. 

Again, his point of departure 
was the Constitution, and the 
authori^ it gave Congress over 
the waging of war. Hence, too, 
his outrage at Richard Nixon’s 
abuse of his oath of office. 
Never, he wrote of V4ilergate, 
had an administratioa “prac- 
tised deception, duplicity, chi- 
canery and mendacity". Never. 


in other words, bad a President 
inflicted such injtiiy on tbe 
Constitution. 

Ibwards the end of his life, 
Commager inevitably fell victim 
to some revfrionism. Efis belief 
in tbe Republic’s perfect birth 
was exaggerated, it was said He 
was accused of taking too little 
account of the part of blacks, 
Hispanics and tte American In- 
dian in the story of his country, 
and of aUowing his trust in log- 
ic and reason to blind him to tbe 
role of rellgioD in shaping 
America. But these are mere 
quibbles, when set alongside an 
output of at least 50 books, and 
countless essays, treatises and 
press articles. 

During his long career, be 


held chairs and letnureships at 
a score of uarversities in the US 
and around the world, includ- 
ing both Oxford and Cam- 
bric^, where he tau^t in 1941 
and returned as Pitt Professor 
inAmeikan ICsUny in 1947-48. 
He bad been since 1972 Simp- 
son Lecturer at Amherst Col- 
lege, Massachusetts, the post 
previously held by the poets 
Robert Frost and Archibald 
McLeish. 

His most enduring gift was 
to mate histoiy come alive - to 
interest people it might other- 
wise leave sloae cold “Histoiy 
is a story," he would "and 
if it neglects to tell a stoiy it will 
inevitably forfeit much of its ap- 
peal and much of Rs authority 


as well.’' That was a trap into 
which Commager never fell. 

Rupert Cornwell 

F^ry Stetie Commager, hstorkm: 
bom Ptasbur^ Pennsylvania 25 Oc- 
tober /902;Pni(essor<fHiaory, New 
)bfk University 1929-38; Professor 
of H^ry, Columbia University 
1936-56: Lecturer on Anenbon His- 
tory, Cambri^ University 1942-43, 
Rtt P r o f essor of American Hstory 
1947-48; Htwtd 'Tyvym Ha nawo rth 
Professor of Am&kan Histoiy, Ox- 
find Urweisty 1952; Professor of 
American Hiseory, Amherst College 
1956-72, Sintpson Lecturer 1972-92; 
married 1^8 Evan CanoB (de- 
ceased; one son. two daughters), 
1979 Mary Pamilesian^ (Bed Amherst, 
Massachusetts 2 March 1998. 
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rW Soviets, VVMAng aiwuvcnaries. In 
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BirttMfays 

Dr Madw Adam. uMronoincr. S6; 
MisK Jw*an Buhl, ucuvss. iij; BrirMJier 
N11ch:u:l Ca1v,>rl. former S.-\S ami- 
m.indui. yS‘. KU Duvis.. edi- 

tor and puhlbhcr ol Hi^li Ufe. b5: 
Mias Kiki Dev. rock <in!ur..51: Lord 
Dixort fonner MP. Cf*\ ftnfeswr Sir 
QiarltfS Frank, pl)>sicisi, St; Mr 
Dmid Ciitmour. ixick ^uilariH and 
siinwr. 5-): Mr Richard Giordano. 
L’hainnan. BG pic (i4; Sir Alistair 
Grant, chairman. ScuKuii k Nuu- 
cMic plv- hi: Prok'Hor D,<vid 
hk'ndfv. Pn'fcssor of Economte. 
Oxford tiniwrsiiy. 54: Pn'Asvor Sir 
Raymond Holfunhurg. fonner hvv- 
idctii. Wolfsun Qillugc Oxford. 15: 
Miss Judy Loc. m:ircse>.5l: Mr Uvin 
Maozol. cnnducior. rtS: Sir Hul 
Miller, fomior MR Mr Mnlcnlm 
Mow, MP. 55: Mr John Noiikcs. ac- 
tor and tdevuinn prcurnier, A4: Mr 
Richard Noble. BTirkl land speed 
lucord bolder. 52: Mr I\!ier Rnebuefc. 
cricketer. 4i Sir Ian Diion Scon, for- 
mer ambassKidor, 'The Rishl Rev 
David Shwppanl. former Bishiip of 
UverpouL Kune Kiri Tc KanaMib 
operatic foprano, 54; Mile Viilenii- 
na Niladavcvu Tercshkoi-a. astro- 
naut. (>):' Dr David Whitaker. 
dircchW. Imperial CaniXT Research 
FuodTfoding Ltd. b7: Mfcr Mary Wil- 
son. singvr, 54; Mr, Ann Winienon 
MP. 57; Sir Olhvr Wrighu tormcr 
ambas^or in Wa^ingion. 77. 

Anniversaries 

girths; MichcLtft^'h .1 (Midiclagnio- 
lo Bucmanolil. painter, sculptor and 
pout 1475; EliiSilvlh Barrett Dnwn- 
Inn’ociei, 1806: Frunkie Howerd 
(^ancis Ales Howard), cumedian. 


1922. Deaths: D:ivy Croidccn. fron- 
liersmnn. killed at the .Alamo 183b: 
Louisa May .AJcoll. noyelisL 1888: 
Citforsx' Formby (William Hoy 
BoothK.Mngcr jndeomeduui. 1961; 
Melina Mercouri {Amalia-Maria 
MeKiMiri). actress and Greek min- 
ister ol culiua*. I'>^. On this day: 
Verdi's La Tnriaia was first per- 
formed. Vvnice 1853; British soldiers 
Rvre grunted the righi to wear spec- 
tacles on or off duty. 1402: (h»en 
fi.KXlwas Gra put on sale by the BirU- 
seyvaunpany. lO30:Ghana(ronTieily 
die Cold Coast and 'IbgoUind) be- 
came independent 1957. Today ii 
the (xusl Day of Saints Baircd and 
Biirrid. St Cudroe. St (Thradegangof 
Metz. Si Colette. Saintt Cyaeburga. 
Cj'nesuide and Hbba. St Cyril of 
Consianiinopic. St Fridolin. St Ol- 
Icgarias or Oldogar and Saints E¥r- 
pelua and Feliciw. 

Lectures 

Tata GallefT: Colin Wig^os. "Bon- 
n.ird and the Agcluss Wonuo’, Ipm, 
Greshain Cottage (Bainard's Inn 
Hall. LuikIud ECI ): Professor Col- 
in f^iinger. “ Y<hi .Are What You Eat 
(+3'7)”. 1pm. 

Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be 
held (omontm may be obtained by 
iticphuning the foUowhtg, Sabbath 
begins in London at 5.35pm. 

UnimI SiriMcafues: OM-SO tftV. Fcd- 
eradon at SynagogiMB OW-zn 2U3. 
Union of Ubarot >nd Pio g i mi iso Sjib- 
(OfiMBOm-SM HM. W t fai ii iS|WinogiM 
ofCMMBricakc gi8IOW473l. SpanUi nd 
RsraigUHAjMrs Conpvptign 0171-319 
2573. New London S)nigeeuc (Masord): 
0171-m I02A. 


LAW REPORT: 6 march 199 s 


CPS should have records of police misconduct 


Regina v Guney; Court of 
4^>peal (Criminal Division) 

(Lord Junta Judga. Mr jusda Poole, 
Judge Ram QC. Judge Aifncsie 
General) 27 Fdbni ar y 1998 

RECORDS available to the 
Crown Prosecution Service 
should include not only infor- 
mation about comioioiis of and 
disapdinaiy proceedings against 
police officers, but also tran- 
scripls of appeals which bad su> 
ceeded on the basis of police 
officers' misconduct or un- 
truihfulnesB. and of cases whidi 
had been dropped on the same 
basis, to cni^ik: dedcisurc to the 
defence in appropriate cases. 

Evidence of possession of 
cash should not. as a matter of 
law, be aulumaticaliy uicluded 
in cases ufsunple possesaonttf 
drugs. 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
mcEcd tiK appeal of j&km Gtu^ 
againsthsixtcvicUonofpQssess- 
inga C3as A conuolkid with 


intent to sup(%, wd of possess- 
ing a fireann and ammunition 
without a firearms certificate. 

The appellant’s home bad 
been seaz^ed pursuant to a 
warrant by six police officers, 
three of whom bad formerly 
been tncmbcisof the notorious 
Drugs Squad based at Stoke 
Newington. As a result of the 
search £25X100 in cash, a hand- 
gun and live ammunitioiL and 
heroin with a street value of 
about£750,000, were found m 
a wardrobe. He appealed 
against his conv'ictkm on tbe 
grounds that tbe Crown had 
failed to disclose relevant raa- 
teriaL and that evidence about 
the finding of tbe cash should 
have been etaduded. 

Edmund Lawson QC (triudidnairgr- 
pear at trial) end Had KMicr 
Todna-) fijrdieqpden^DtniJJmrry 
(GmnHimaskKSmiceiJordieOrMn 

Lorti justice judge said that 
during the trid, largely in the 


form of questions from defence 
counsel, the jury had heard ev- 
idence about the Operation 
Jaclqrot enquiry into tbe ac- 
tivities of the St^ Newii^on 
Drugs Squad, but h bad not in- 
dud^ any iodfvidiial iDfo^ 
maiiOD about tbe three officers 
who had been involved in the 
seardi of the appellant’s home. 

Tbe Crown had taken the 
stance that nothing material 
wbidi required disclosure un- 
der the rules then in force had 
arisen from that enquiry, nor 
from a number ^ prosecutions 
in which one or other of the 
three officers had been in- 
volved and which had been 
dropped or had resulted in ac- 
quittal. or where a conviction 
had been set aside on appeal. 
No criming ot disciplfoaiy 
proceedings had been taken 
against the three officers. 

It bad been ri^ttyurgucd 
on the appeal that the d& 
fence was entitled to be in- 


formed of any convictioRs and 
disciplinary findings against 
any police officers in the case. 
Hov^er, in additimi to con- 
vkuoDs and disdphnaiy find- 
ing tbe records avail^le to 
tbe OowD IVosecutioD Service 
should include transacts of 
aity decisions of .the Court of 
Appeal in which convictions 
bad been quashed on the ex- 
press basis of miaconduci or 
lade of veracily of identified po- 
lice officers, as well as of cas- 
es which had been stopped tty 
the trial judge or had been d’ls- 
continued on the same basis. 

Although the cases in which 
two of the three officers had 
been involved should have 
been disclosecL foe jury had 
been infonned ^>out Opera- 
tion JackpoL A Snaresbrook 
jury hardly needed any such re- 
minder and would have been 
ftiily alen to tbe impikations. 
Tbe safety of the Gonvictioa was 
not undCTmined. 


At tbe ttial it had been esc- 
c^ted that [fit was proved that 
the appellant had been in pos- 
session of the heroin found in 
his bedroom, the jury could in- 
fer that be had intended to sup- 
ply iL The real issue was not 
intent but possession. From 
that it bad been submitted, re- 
tying on R v [ 1996] Grim 

L R 1 12, that as a matter prin- 
ciple evidence about the find- 
ing of the £25,000 cash in the 
wardix^ was inadmissible. 

Evidence of possession of 
cash would often lack any pro- 
bative value. Nevertheless the 
relevance of any particular 

piece of evidecice shcKdd be dc- 

dded on a case-tty-case basis, 
and accordingly tbe court was 
unable to accept that, as a 
matter of law, such evidence 
most automatically be exclud- 
ed as irrelevant. In the present 
case, tbe evidence had been 
FelevanL 

Kate O'Hanfoiii Bam'scBr 
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Put the trains 
back on the rails 


IT IS DOW plain that the vvay the Ibries privatised Britain’s rafl networlt 
was scandalous. They conducted a finaocial exercise; the scheme had zhiib 
imal regard for the interests of rail passengers and masmal concern for 
quick profits. Here was short-tennism ofthe veiywoistkitid. Evidence for 
the charge comes from the National Audit Office. Im figures' for ibe prof- 
its garnered by train and franchise buyers who just happened to be' id the 
right place at the right time to take advantage oflbiy largesse almost beg- 
gar belief, lb make a 220-fold ^in on the back, of public assets has noth- 
ing to do with enterprise or imagination. The only mailtet involved was 
one in assiduity in how best to rip the stale off. Rail privatisation, we now 
can see, was a kind of legalised theft The scale of windfal] gains oodudes 
the moral climate and diminishes the capacity of the state in other con- 
tests to pursue income-tax evaders and soda! seduriiy fraudsters. 

And evidence also comes from the markets, from the extraoidSnary spec- 
tacle of the directors of a company - Great Wsslern - standing to inake 
millions after having provided foe public with -mediocFe-or downright un- 
reUable service. Meanwhile the Health and Safety Executive has got as far. 
as preptuing prosecutions against Railtrackwhich-simvltEuieotisfyaiidwith 
tender regard for the public's well-being - announces it Intends cutting the 
amount it spends on repairs and maintenan« £80m a year, learnt, 
months ago. that the Transport Secret^, Gavin Strang. Is a cipher. This 
ball is in foe court of the deputy prime minister, John Presoon, and the salieiit 
question is not that be should act - he must, if ooTy to reassure .foe travel- 
ling public that they are notgmng to be either gouged or mied - but bow. 

lliere is nothing wrong with the principle of private owaerfoip of in- 
firastructurc, provided a regulatory regime is in place to control fares and 
ensure safety and reliable service. What the Ibries bequ^thed New Labotv 
was not just a financial catastrophe but re^ilatory confusiOQ. Wfay afe.there 
regulators for track and passenger Erandiises? KaD regulation ought 
to be unified, expert, onmisdent and passionately devoted to the devel- 
opment of ruQ iransporL Inste ad it is fragmented, amateur and all too prone - 
to have foe wool pulled over its eyes. 

Having blocked foe sale of Groat Wbstem, Mr Prescott imist now lean 
on John Swift foe track r^ulator and Jobo O’&ien. 'tbe faan reqxrnsible 
for the passenger fiandiises. Th^ have to sharpen up. How could FirstGroop, 
or anyone else, have been allowed to pay a price for Great Western wltich 
is inflated by Us hulureto perfbim accord^ to contract? The regulator sure- 
ly must KTvalue foe company at its performance price - a damn ^gfat Idw- 
er. And foe new franchisee has to te told in no uncertain temis fo^ fines 
and public obloquy will fall swift and fast if service does not improve. 

Mr Prescott has two further tasks, one backwartl-lookiiig and one 
veiopmentaL Tlie National Audit Office has laid a heavy set of diaiges at 
the door both of the Tory Throspo^ Secretary Sir George Young and his 
officials, none of whom even dreamt of bloa^ a whistle ih.tbe hearing 
of the Comptroller and Auditor-General. have, in Britain, -a i^fault 

culture in Whitehall but can Mr Pfesoott afford not ta'ask some search- 
ing questions about his civil servants’ handling of rail piiyadsatioa? As for 
Sir Geor^ Young, if the Public Accounts CommittA does not subject him 
to the fiercest interrogation it mil be foiling in-its du^. The least the Blair 
government can do is order an immediate moratbrhim oo all those For^. 
eign Office sponsored trips by gurus (and former dvxl servants) to east- 
ern Europe preaching to them on bow to privatiM... ..i • . ..!• 

But for foe future, Mr Prescott 1ms a railway to run and a network, to 
expand. There are alternative regimes for. trade and pasenger service which 
could eosure more investment and better performance. His Saddest in- > 
heritance from the Tbries is a culture of unto-performance ampng the 
franchisees and the arrogant way certain companies ignore' complaints and, . 
stfli, prefer excess profit to providing the public wath Eut and safe trains. 


Marry in haste... 



Trick shot; * > 4 fe lldng Gun*, by the American photoigrap h er Laurie Shtimonsisoneof die brakes coHecced in die book Trom the Heiu« The Power of Photography, A 
Coflector^ Choice Hie Sondra Gilman CoUeetion*. Published by Aperture, it Is distribueed hi the UK by'Rbbert Hale, price £22 ' . . 



* WE KNOW the Prime Minister approve of marriage and wants to pro- 
mote it - without in any way castingaspersioos on those of his colleagues 
who are less fortunate than he on the conjugal fronL The question is, bow 
to get the message across. He and Cherie app^ed On tl^ step of No 10 
Downing Street for a photocall the other day, hoUfing a single red rose to 
afo'crtisu National WseL.Is chat going to stop people hurrying 

into unsuitable matdies, or suing for divorce the first time the top is left 
off the toothpaste tube? Hardly. 

Now we have foe soiution. The WiJdenstein Solution. All foe Govern- 
ment has to do is to draw foe moral from the divorce of Alec and Joce- 
lyme Wildunstcin. Alec W. from a fomfly virorfo billions of doDais, claims 
to earn S 17S.000 aycar, although New York couit depc .< lions show he and; ^ 
his wife .spent S 1 6m in 1995 and $ 1 1 m the nefl year. She daimed she heed- 
ed $2.4m a I'ear, partly because she did not know bow to make toast (jr 
boil water. He complained that her insatiable appetite for plastic suig^ 
“subraiited us to public ridicule". 

That's it: ridicule. Jack Straw could compilea fact pack on the cotqrie’s 
embarmssment and humiliatione for his parenting classes. And another 
on Earl Spencer’s divoKe case in South Africa, when his wife accused him 
of having had 12 mistresses and threatened to call them all to give evi- 
dence. Ibat should put them off. 


Time to help Iraq 

NOWTH^, fora while at Jeasl foe 
tlire^ of British miUtaiy iateeveiHion 
in Iraq Jias receded, attention foould 
turn urgently to the long-term 
. prospects for foe country. 

The effect of cottem saoctkns 

00 foedvilian pofwlatioa Is counter- 
productive and mdefeosible. Aflow- 
ing the people of Iraq to suffer 
n^utrffioo and 'poor health is like 
idbangfoodand meffiaoeto tiie pas- 
seng^ in a bracked plane, but it is 
nor foe only Unle hasbeen said 

abOirt tbeedncqtio naldamage ham g 

, iofl&Aed;Oirtbe cpmttzy, thmigh this 
. b serious. CTStence of saiKlfons 
has also foste^ the illicit |dunder- 
ing of mqof anfoaeological sites and 
the e]qx}rt Ol important antiquities. 

D^pite official statements, foe hu- 
manitariati exemptious to the stmc- 
tioDS are being undermined by 
deliberately hairii mteipretatidn and . 
obstructive adininistratioo. This is uii- 
justifiable and impolitic^ and must 
cease.'ln the short term it cannot be 
impossible for the UN to maintain 
intensive and sustained moohoring 
of imports of military weapons and 
materials, iriiile eofoling foe oeci»- 
saiy emergent^ programme to get 
medicine and food to foe population. 

In foe long term, dimige for the 
better in Iraq will only come from 
within foe country. Let us ielea» the 
populatimi from their fight for sur- 
vive and allow foem to recover foeir 
former dvilised standards of health, 
nutrition and education. At present 
we are creatmg a giant Gaza sttfo, 
with untold dangers for the future. 
Professor AKBAR AlOfED 
SdwynCtMegs, Cambridge 
A41R7CK COLUNSQN 
Refftu Professor Emerdus in 
Modem History, Univer^tyef 
Cambridge • 

DrGCHARCOUKT 
Jesus CoUegfi, Cambridge 

ProfessorCLIVE HOLES 
Oriental Instate, Universi^af 
Qxftad 

Dr CAROLINE HUMPIQUEY 
iOngk CoUege, Cambridge 
TARIFKHAmi 
St ThmvisAdams'i Professor of 
ArebiCf tfnirersisyefCamMdge 
ProfessorNlCHOLASlASH 
FttcuItyafDMruty, Universi^of 


LETTERS 


. Post letter to LettO'S to the Editor 

Fax 0171 293 205(^' e-mail letters@independentcq.ukE-mail corre^pjMenCs are 
asked to give a postal address. Letten may be edit^jbrUng^a^ clarity. 


Camlmd^ 

DrAUGUS^ McMAHON 
Newnltam CoB^e, Cambridge 
DrJOIWMILBANE 
Rtad^inliuhsophictdlheoldgy, 
UruverdtyofCarnbrid^ 

NICHOLAS POSTGA3E 
Professa-cfAssynologyJJnbfersity 
offkirnbridge. r.- .i: ' ' . 

Millennium bug 

BARBARA ROQffi, the Depart- 
ment of Trade and Industry minis- 
ter, is spot-oo in advocating 
aocelemted ^OD in tackling the so- 
called miUennium bug. However, 
Taskforce 2000, then DTI-fiuided. 
pressed government to start an ur- 
gent programme in July last year. 
Nothfeg happened. And after an ar- 
ticle by your political editor, Tony 
Bevins, in September, our DTI mon- 
ey was terminated 

Since then, foe Government has 
slowfy been adopting our recom- 
mendations. But we are how eight 
months nearer to the merciless 
deadline. Therefore, what needs to 
be done has changed. Unfortunate- . 
ly; the Government seems not to un- 
deist^ foaL ^ suggest therefore, 
that it may not be in the best posi- 
tion to provide the lead to foe EU 
that is so badly needed 
ROBIN GUENIER ■ 

Executive Erector . 

7li^arce2000 

LmdonECS 

Woodward appeal 

THE JUDGES of foe Supreme- 
Court of Massacb us^ are hearing 
appeals azismg from Judge Zobd’s 
coiitraveisid jiuigmentm the I^^ 
Woodward cafe. 'Wb digest that the. 
international common^ in its re- 
action to' foe deliberations of foe 
court bear in atind two apparent 
breaches of fiuidamental.- law on 
fair trials: 

Tbe presumption of 'mnoceuee 


has always beria d- the heart of a ctfe 
that in revolves entiirdy around 

expert professiooal opmion. What 
- doisomicem here is (he conflict of 
eridence'kiujwii^ pr»eiAed ly 
prosecuUoa wfafee du^ it was to 
demonstrate cmrsisteDt eqsert evi- 
. deocepatfog.foefaeteb^v^rea-- 
sbhablesidoubL fflfe.piiosecutfoa' 
•kbew before they weoCtosriai'l^l!' 
their medical examiner, Dr Gerald 
Fei^was intotal disagteemexitwitii- 
otherprosecutiob witne^ both as 
to tire extent of the force required 
to produce the srailldamage and the' 
presenceiof sh^ub^ ^nfoome. 

The most obvious, perb^ in- 
curably flaw in tile trial was foe fml- 
ureof foe trial judge to'.ensurethat 
the jury, despite their repeated re- 
' quests, wne given parallel defence 
evidence after fo^were ^ven pros- 
ecution medicri evidence. It was 
breach of that most fuod^ental 
principle of fair tria^ pmty of arms 
between proseention and defence.' 

In Dormal circiuiistances one. 
would expect an order for a retrial 
but il b hard to envisage, given in- 
tense publicity add debate sur- 
roondii^ the origin^ biai as a 
practical possibnity. 
STEPHENJAKOBI 
EXrtctor 

TheFdtTH^AtroadTrust ■ 
Kdtnumd, Surrey • 

Dangers of cannabis 

R E STEBBING (letters 25 Febru- 
ary) echoes feshionifole but misin- ' 
formed ppinkm by daaidDgfoat ’foe 
evidence tiial cannabis is don-habit- 

foniUqg and less efamaoiwa than 
heroin, fobacco'and alcoboil is now • 
oveiwhetanix^. 

The question has. been perti-: 
neatly address^ to the authorities 
in those tropfoal crouncries'vriiere 
caonat^abure has been endeoedo A- 
number-, of reports from such 
sources, inclu^g a survey com- 
missioned by the United Nations, 


hte« wanted foe of the daqgeis 

of a bx attitude to the ‘^lecreaito-. 
'al” ufe of cannabis (the metfiddal use 
tsian entirely separate issue). ‘ 

The dn^ B readSfy availahle ;m 
these countries because it grows as 
aweed,l^ most indi^npas-people 
refuse to toudi it because of its de- 
' ttotivatic^'andfospffitingefifet m- 
Teg^iiav -abufers is ^iviQu.s?- * 
ANTONy ALEXANDER 
Doi^nlsb.ofAim 

Ttw o.n the march 

PAIRXCK NAISH (letter, 4 March) 
asks what will happen to the land if 
farmers go out of- business. The an- 
swer is simple:, forestry. Foresters 
have been critical about agriculture 
for decades, particularly the depen- 
denoe of fanners on subsidies (coa- 
veniently ignoring the tax 
concessions and planting grants 
available to forest owners) Jror them 
the current crisis is long awaited. 

Has- tile Government even oon- ' 
sidered alternatives to agriculture 
over mnbh of the uplands of this 
country? Aride from the obvious iro- 
plicatiops to birds such as fod fey- 
lark, the proposed right to roam 
becomesof academic interest if it in- 
volves roaming through thicket- * 
.stage Sitka spnioe.- 
JCMlNULOYb 

' Uandomy Ctarruirilu^hire 

My offer to the nation 

1 NEVER never thought tha t ixird 
Cbanrellor Irvine and I had so niuch 
tncomiDon. I too have afondnefe for 
the odd Turner, Picasso dr -Rodin. I 
too am quite willing to' open n^ 
home for a few days a year in ex- 
diange for fosplaying a few nie-. 
glected ait trfesnres. I too have'been 
ia toudi foe keepers of our var- 

ious natimial museums. Sfraogely, oo 
-reply SK) for. - 
MARKRlMMEUe ■ 

London Nl9 


Modem Latin 

•LAN FUNTOFF (kucr,4 March) Ls 
probably rigfrt that classical Utcraty 
LatiA is too complex to be used as a 
common European second language- 
Not even the- Romans used it for 
everyday spcedi. preferring a much 
, simj^veirinnnowknuwnasVul- 
garLatin, tiie ancestor of todty's Ro- 
mance Imiguages. TTiis dialect could 
certainly be taught to schooIdiQdren. 

Opting Latin as a common 
’ seco^ language, each nation would 
b&freeto maintain Us own rich ver- 
nacul^ tradition, while gaining ac- 
' cess- to; a- magnificent common 
cultural heritage. Hwe really want \ 
to find a European ideniiiy, this is 
a good place to start. 

. ROGER WORDSWORTH 
Ktkitam, Loncashiie 

LET US build on dm successes of Es- 
peranto. 1 have used it in Amstcr- 
dani,Pragui^ Hclanki and Re^javik 
and have had contacts with Esper- 
antists of moiw other countries in- 
dudihg Qiina and Japan. 

Synt^cally, it is easier than 
English, and entirely phonetic. Your 
ordinal article joked about Greeks 
■ and Estonians being the last to 
laugh because of re-translation prob- 
lems. Greek and Estonian Esper- 
antists laugh with the rest of us! 
PETERG HAYWARD > 

Boumemoudt, Dorset 

H4ERE IS no need to go for a high- 
ly artificial -language like Esperanto 
when Europe’s natural common 
langu^, Latin, is perfectly intelli- 
gible without its de^osioDS and con- 
jugations and Ciceronian ^tax. 
The Italian reathcTuatidan Giusep^ 
Peano demonstrated this 90 years 
agpmbis Latino one flexione, which 
lives on fe Interlingua. 

PiSTTEWAKT 
Sl Anne’s College, Oxford 

IF 91^ are to have a Euro-laiiguagc, 
there is sorely one lai^aiage already 
-in-bristence which is supra-national, 
which wouM remind us of the wisdom 
affoepasLencourageusmhj^ideak ' 
in the future and bexb look and sound 
-beautiful May 1 propose EMsb? 
JUNEWYTON 
Bristol' 


God, sex, Kafka and. roof racks — all made clear by traditional Albanian wisdom 



MILES 

KINGTON 


AS REGULAR readers will know, 1 have 
always bad a weakness for Albanian 
proverbs, which have a paradoxical na- 
ture typical of a coonfiy which managed 
to be an atheist state ^ so many years 
despite the majority of foe population 
being Muslim. Our British proverbs 
tend to be seosible-soundiag without 
. having much to teach ns, Albanian 
proferbs are quite the opposite: opaque 
at first sight, but nutritious after mutfo 
chewing. 

Anyway, judge fOT youis^ in thte lat- 
est cropping from the Great Book of Al- 
banian Proverbs 

No great comedy hit evm had a comic ti- 
tle. .' 

ft 

Prayer-time: the only time when a Chris- 
tiaacomes out in the open and teDsGod 
what to do. 


In the oountiy of the blind, the optidian 
starve 

• • 

A tennis ball is used for many different 
acthidfe, bnt a crifeet baU is pnhr to- 

cricket 

Never stai^ between a dog and a! tree. 

Show me a kmg or queen who can hum 
tltefr natioaalantbfei backward and ni 
show, you a man or woman '^lo is too . 

smart to be a monarch. 

* - 

A boomerang that retunis is. a reproach 
to ib owner, for it is a boomerang that has 
missed hs target 

There are mai^ more people who use the 
wi^ ‘‘Kaflsaesque*' ever read Kafka. 

- ' ■ - * . '..... 

Three things foat are a waste of money: 


theatre pmjPi-aniTTiegj wine in a pub and 
a Nationai-Lotteiy ticIceL 

A roof ladc is mildly useful for caxiying 
Inggag^ both is esfronefyiiseto toidenr 

tiering yonr car in a large cac pariL 

• 

.The peraoh most dqiendent' on road 
liaiteport is a hitch-hiktf, yet he £5 the one 
person ^ho is never nieatiqaed hi traffic 
survqfs. • . 

Whidi came fic^ the pencil or the pen-. 
cQ sbarpeaer ? 

IlM-ino6tsQa»si^andyetnfofe . 
tinsivB lobby gitnqiofafl time is the move- ' 
mentdedicalcd to keeping at^ling out .of ; 
the Olympic Games. 

Wlmt qnestfon vroidd you pay li^^ 
to ask in Parliament? 


Whatever foe pommonest tree is in your 
' COUIltiyy it is OOt BS CQUUDOO 8S Xl^. 

ft 

When a hostage is released, noboc^ ever 
ads the captor to write a book about the 
oqieiience. 

Th^ BnothEDgiDoiti talked abeka by miea 
than sex, or less practised, 

Who ever heard of a man befog trained 
to lead -a blind dog around ? ' 

•Soft, pliable, easily moulded > all foe de- 
flmtioiB for ‘’jtiastic" givea in the dfctio- 

nazy, and all foe dungs foal plastic is not. 

• 

Qiba must be an {rface. Nobody has 

: hqadted a plane Id go there for yea^ 

Yes,;biit should anyone WANT to grasp 
:a nettle? • - • 


L^agc always lags behind lechnolomr. 

Mfe still say-fuB steam ahead’', and wc sriii 
call it a •'telegraph” pole. 

ft 

to fow hundred years foe Italians have 
t^ed the tomato into the basis for the 
cooking in foe worid. to tbu samu pc- 
nod the Americans have tumcd'ii into 

- ketchup. 

Aflfoese quotations taken from Uic 

- Book of Albanian Prrwibs, 199« 
eoitioo. 


Correction 

T^erday 1 wtote that '‘The Seekers’ 
represent one of the peaks oftunm- 
tteih-century ort,” This should have 
been, of course, "Dc Sica’s films rep, 
r^uone oftiic pMfc, o/wm/a/,-™- 
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It s time Mr Cook sipplied 

his ethics to China 



DONALD 

MACINTYRE 


Hurd ud Malcolm Rifkind, with the 
stTcm^stliaddi^ from Batten during his gOY> 
emoTstup. This year, however, their case 
fmmd more of an edio; Coofchad ^ken af- 
ter the election of Britain's bmlding a new 
idatkmrix^ with China and sobinissiOD of ^ 
anOtherprobably AvwnAf h iwwan irigh tiB rwe- 
olution would not exactly help her to do so. 


An angry dissident brings a 
message for us all: defend 
human rights, whatever rt costs 

FATE has delivered The Tones an ideal op- 
por^ity to demonstrate the robustness of 
Its China coverage, forcefully reafgnned 
yesterday by hs editor Peter Stothard. N«i 
week Wei Jingsheng, China’s Sakharov, 

romes to Britain. The arrival from the US of 

me People’s Republic’s leachng rfiaeirion t, ex- 
iled afterlS years in jail, to give a lecture at 
St Anthony’s OoQ^e, Qnford, on lliesd^ nnH 
meet Robin Cook on WKlnesday, is an im- 
portant eveuL Wei has, as it happen^ become 
unwittingly caught up in Rupert Murdoch’s 
pervasive China interests. He was to have con- 
tributed a chapter to a book wfaidi Harper 
Collins has put on bold after the indefensi- 
ble dumping of East and Wist by Chrig Fat- 
ten, the former governor of Hong Kong. The 
second book was planned to conunemonite 
Amnesty International’s 40th anniversaiy 
and, ^en its sutgect, would be almost com- 
ica^ incomplete without the sort of author- 
itative account of human rights abuses in the 
largest Conununist regime in the worid that 
Wei would have contributed. But the impor- 
tance of his visit goes well beyond that Fbr 
W.'i arrives in London an angry mpn, who vriU 
have a good deal to talk about whh the For- 
eign Secretary. 

Last week in Brussels, the HU'S 15 fordgn 
ministers approved a carefully worded dec- 
laration on China. It reflected a compromise, 
brokered by Cook in the chair, between those 
countries like France, and less public^ Ger- 
many, that o{^x)sc, for more or less nakedly 
commercial reasons a hard line rtgarnst Qriaa 
on human rights, and those such as Denmark 
and Holland which have been htsuxically out- 
alx>ui the inaiufold abises peipetra^ 
by the Pekmg regiine. Ihe outcome was a tes- 
tament to Cook%sIdn as a chairman, ftrf udiich 
he is steadily buHding a reputation during the 
British EU presidency. It goes further than 
the doiws like France would have Iflted but 
a good deal less ^ than Demnaik umuld have 
p^urred. But it also reflected a shift flom 
the British grvernmenfa position before the 
election. For several yean new Britain has 
joined the US in submitting a strongly criti- 
cal resolution cm human rights in to 
the annual UN Human Rights Commission 
in Geneva^ This year it win not be doing so. 
Indeed the EU commuxuqud says explidthr 
that neither the British presidency nor any 
other member state wfll submit airy such 
resolution. 

The arguments against submitting such a 
resolution have aimually been pressed with 
great force in Whitehall hut were in the cod 
always overruled by, successivch^, Douglas 


Qiina ha^ amoog mmisters and officials 

was thru ~ thanW to Hi piftfnafir- anrt cpm- 

meidal pressure fiom Clmia-iiiefosolDtiOD 

was urvioiabty voted down, so pressing it 
threatened the tra ding 
pressing it withemt at^ g^in. 

But WH doesn’t see it that w^. In Le 
Mwidr on Wednesday he eiqneaed his ‘'deep 
indignatiOD" at the **quhe stugie^fm^EU ftm- 
eign mmistexs’ decaskm and was witbeiirtg 
about the idea that his own release last year 
indicated that human ri^tswere hnproving 
in the largest, and one of the most i cp resrive 
states in the wnrid. A« well by. might ha ci» be en ■ 
given that the EU deciston came at the same 
time as fresh eayosn r e of the gruesome sale 
of human organs by Chinese agencies and the 
arrest of further dissidents in the run-up to 


pointed oat that those who have agitated for 
democracy since the Hanaiimen Sc|nare 
massaicre are watched and persecuted on a 
daily bass, by the seexet police. And be de-. 
dared Aat the '*valaes ofWsstem politicians 
are in retreat so that ih^ can adapt them- 
selves toChinese cadtena”. WUdrwasnotsur- 
priang shoe m a kagcorrveisaifcin in London 
with Fatten in Jannary Wsi had dwek on the 
huge iihportanoe attadied by Pekriig to West-' 
em attitudes to a UN reserfution. He said that 
be bad noticed bow his own prison conditiems 
had improved ^enever leadmgWbstein, m- 
duding EU countries, were jwUicly attack- 
ing Quna over its abysmal, himum Tight< 
record. An the signs, in other words, are that . 
China reacts to pressure better to the 
increased “dralogue” the EU is now prppos- 
mg. ad this Flatten privately passed on to the 
Foreign Office sbcntly afterwards. 

The sopposed threat to trade with China 
from a rot^ attitude to human rights is aiqr- 
way extreme^ ^ubtfiiL Between 1992 and 
1997 when fatten was incurring the wrath of 
China hands such as Sir Percy Cradock and 
others pressing for demcxracy in Hong 
Kong trade wi± China doubted. The drive 
to realise Oiina’s potential as a market 
probabhr isn’t much affected one w^ or the 
other by a tough lioc on human rigj^ 

The drift of poUcy tcwaids China certamly 
wasn't Cook’s done and no doujbt reflects the 
business orientation of New Labour. Cook’s 
snoerity cm human lights isreal He explained 
in Brussels that Peking bad now said it 
would allow a viat fay Mary Robinson, the UN 
High cnrnmigqo nar On Human PighK; uid 
that vriiether the EU would press a UN res- 
ohiticm nc3tt year would dqiCTd on pr o g r es s 
— inchiding the release of political prisoners. 
Bin the necessary coalition may be even mote 
difflcult to assemble not year than lasL A 
much better time to harden the line is at the 
Cardiff summit iu June. Wri is likefy to tell 
Oookem Wednesday that they are DOW ciow^ 
ing in Peking. Ldrour was ahv^ fbrthright 
on the need fbr South African sanctions. It 
rightly urged the IhatdiergoveiiimeDt to Hs- 
ten to Nelson Maodda udiatever the alleged 
economic costs. If ethical foreign policy is to 
be more than a soundbite Cook needs to lis- 
ten very hard to on Wednesd^. 


The bombers are among us and 
we’ll never know their names 



Brainy, barmy outsiders 
want to wreak revenge 
on society, now, says 
David Aaronovitch, 
they have the anonymous 
cyber-help to do it 

ITS BAD diough when the harassed 
sipermadeet di^-out girl buds your 
yc^iurtspn t^ of your eggs white you 
scramble shoulder-deep in plastic bags, 
trying desperatelytopackyourslioppii^ 
befbie the mineral water obfiteiates both 
your cemestiUes. But now yon can’t even 
go to Saind>iiiy*s aritbout some lunatic 
trying to blow you up. 

On Wsdneadayanoflie T explosive d^ 
vice went off ek^ to a bra^ of the 
store in the Londem suburb of Forest 
HDl. The police said diat it ‘Tx)re an the 
haUmarics” of the Mardi Gra bomber 0s 
there -in tile East End periups -some 
Bftie unshaven underwcald eplosves es- 
pert, who pends his life chiselliDg ini- 
tials err pmbols cm the ades of bcmibs 
attegtmg to their quality?). 

We win return to this scoDjge of sub- 
urban shapers later, for. by interest- 
ing comckknee, also on Wednesday two 
otoer ominous things happened; one in 
tiieEnglitiiEkmmCbiiDlies,aiidtheotii- 
er - as reported in this imwspaper - in 
the United States. In Bexl^heath, 
Kent, two 16-year-o1d boys were ques- 
tioned about three blasts in jnst over a 
fortnight, caused by home-made pipe- 
bonfos. A seardi turned ip some chem- 
icals and three more une^oded bombs. 
At a guess these probabfy bore aU the 
haHwiaTkit of uau^ty sct^lboys. 

And over the water the Americans 
were eiqmriencing "cyberterror'’, a 
rather overblown phrase for the tem- 
porary freezil^ of a few terminals. 

Nevertheless the impfication of the 
attack - that somebody could and 
would use the Internet to disable vital 

npg raring i y aB! i T>s ftnmafrir— ta njafid iin- 

surpiisn^ consternation. 

Join the dots together and it’s all a 
bit worrying, isn’t it, this pattern of 
anonymons assaults? Since 1994, when 
be wrapped six devices in Qirist- 
mas paper delivered them to Bar- 
dtys bs^ NterdS Gra has been credited 
witii 33 atbKksL One of his cuiient tricks 
appears to be leaving a shpiping bag 

a bomb in it at bus-stops, ^bere old 
ladies and others thm ip along 
withtheir own dioiping, and cart them 
back to Dunroamin for nn partrTn£ 
Such a strategy does not sugg^ a kind 
heart The eiqilorions axe bound to get 
Ugger and louder and better publicised, 
untfl some poor wmfteftnt sod dies. He 
reminds one itreastihly of the rechisiye 
maths don Thd Kac^nsld - tiie Un- 
abomber - who killed several people 
with bombs mailed from his kennel in 
the mountains of Montana. 

Measwhite the qlbeitenorists are on 
the march. Some of the worries about 
their aetrrities can sound siQy. One ate 
warns thai cybeiterroris tt could do you 
over when, "all those electronic pli- 
cations you’ve subscribed to are mys- 


teriously vaporised, because somebody 
discovered your passwords and unsub- 
scribed you”. Bang goes your pasport 
to an unbiased survqi of mternational 
news courier of The Times. You'll sur- 
vive. However the potaitial impact, var- 
ious^, of viruses, worms, logic bombs, 
Bots. and SYN attacks, has led the US 
National Security Agracy to employ 
1,000 cyb er defi a deram "an inibanation 
war&re department”. The worry is that 


teen hackers could, according to.E 
fnagamig, "apple the United States in- 
fonnatioD infrastructure during the 
height of holkhy travel. Onboard com- 
puters could redirect planes into con- 
flicting flight paths. Subway systems 
could be shut down or repre^rammed 
fix- coDiskm. And thafs jusi for starters.” 
Philip LaCombe, the director of the 
President’s oommissioi] on critical in- 


frastructure protection, is quoted as 
warning that "the capabilities to launch 
an attack against the nation’s informa- 
tioninfrastructuresarenowciuhevride- 
qxeacl and an attack is jxobahly not that 
^ away”. All right There’s the threat 
But who are these guys? WIqi are they 
doing all this? On Thursday the police 
described the hunt for the Mardi Gra 
bomber m bdog fike looking fbr a "small 
needle in a very large haystack”. Not 


least because there seemed to be no mo- 
tive for wanting to blow up Sainsbuiy’s 
sboppeis. "W: don’t knowwfay he's do- 
ing it!” one officer said plaintively on 
television on Thursday. 

They’d done their profiling though 
«r>H come up vrith "a business man whh 
a grudge”. 'Yh8ss& It & certainly true that 
such imrfiUng worked for Kac^asld, but 
the busiaessman theory seems far- 


Ted Kaczynskl Unabomber: 
The reidusive maths don mailed 
bombs from his kennel in 
Montana. Now he has imitacora 
all over tiie int er net 

Photograph: A* 


fetched. What does seem likely is that 
Mardi Gra is educated, inadequate and 
- above aU, alienated. Contemporary 
capitalist society with its emph^'s on 
a^evement aixl materialisin and hs de- 
struction of community has given birth 
to a whole geologica] stratum of brainy, 
barmy, outsider-type guys who want to 
see tiOT far they can - alone and unas- 
asted - take on and defeat that sod- 
ety. Scary. 

scary because it's so easy to do. 
So let me warn you that, should you write 
me one of thow whining, complaining 
letters that readers sometimes do - 
pointing out some minor error of fact 
or interpretation - don't put your ad- 
dress cm it Because 1 could you. 

Ibd^, as 1 sat here at my terminal 
1 put two words into an Internet Search 
En^e and discovered how 10 blow }<ou 
up. The author of the article in ques- 
tion confided in me how to build a hrae- 
made shotgun shell mine, a driveway 
pipe mine and - best of all - a letter 
bomb. Using language as accessible as 
that of a Blue Peter presenter, he told 
me what to buy, bow to put a device to- 
gether and even how to tailor it to my 
own specialised needs. Did I want 
shrapnel or would I rather do without? 
Each helpful section began with a gen- 
eral introduction, as in "Letter bombs 
have the great advantage that you can 
send them anywhere in the Wsrid I have 
successfully m^ed these throughout 
North America.” Then a practical DIY 
bit: 'lb make a letter bomb the way I 
do . .. fold over the open end of the en- 
velope and staple it dosed once or 
twice.” And the advice ended in a final 
encouraging flourish: "Mafl it off to your 
target a^ when they c^n it and try to 
remove the papers ... BOOM!” 

If this gives you ni^tmares then 
there are ways that you can guard 
against such unwelcome padcagts. A Net 
security site suggests that you waich cnit 
for grease dams, too mai^ stamps (the 
last thing abcxnber wants is for the dsum 
thing to be returned stamped "uiade- 
quate postage”), if it is mailed from an 
“anfarafliar location” - like Bexieyhealh 
for instance -.or if thcic is the odour 
of ahnonds. 

But wliat is truly amazing about this 
Doomsd^ stuff - the alienation, 

the anonymity, the availability of the 
technology, sodety’s vulnerability and 
aO that - is bow lemarkably little it hap- 
pens. Compare the inddence of Maidi 
Gra explosions, teenage suburban 
bombeis and cyberterrorism with those 
other activities that tell of male disaf- 
fection: lobbing concrete off motorway 
bridges, stabbmg people outside discos, 
or - most common of all - filling the car 
with carbon monoxide while still inside 
it. Whose hallmarks do these sad ac- 
tivities bear? 


Each section began with an introduction like 
^Letter bombs have the great advantage that 
you can send them anywhere in the world’ 


,^Don’t swap the slavery of the hearth for a yoke of work 



YVONNE 

ROBERTS 


Women languish 
on the economic 
margins. This 
Budget should 
address their needs 


FTER decades in wiudi the 
iition’s housekeeping has been 
sessed from an oveiw4ie!m- 
^ male per^iective, I feel al- 
lost churlish raising criticisms 
r a Budget billed as being fbr 
omen and chfldien. 

Recognition of concenis soefa 
i duldcare; the -promise of a 
linimumwage; afemalevdce 
lat government finally bears - 
hat more can a gjri want? 
fell quite a lot. New Labour 
lakes much of the desirability 
rwork. But women who nev^ 

‘ move into the job market ^ 

ready in work as unpaid 
bourers. As housekeepers, 
tiezs and motbezs what they do 
^notyctbevaluedbyecon- 
nisls and incorporated nrto the 


: it matter& 
_ ..11 


alaA Ml^f- 


enment that says it cares about 
soi^ cohesion. It should stq>- 
poit those at ffie sharp end of 
Ifftflping /-nrnmnnirieg together 
with more than wann words. 

Brown should also agnal his 
realization that for those 
women who do work, the pat- 
tern of paid employment is 
very dU e ieut from that of men. 
Ebny-five pm cent of them 
work part-time, frequently be- 
cause of tiieir family comxnit- 
ments. The majority in this 
low-paid sector tend to get 
stuck tiiere, in the quicksand of 
a^nrations. Low paid work 
also that over two mil- 
lion -women earn less than £62 
aweeLThisistbelowere^- 
ings fimit on tile payment of na- 
tional insuraiice and as sudi the 
gatew^ to a number of bote- 


fils snefa as mateinity p^ and 
pensions. Let’s hope Brown 
lowers the threshold and cuts 
the link between mateinity pay 
and ingiirafK»ft alto- 

gether. 

Vifemen retraining or sturly- 
ing need childcare grants. If 
mothers don’t improve their 
qualifications they are stu^ in 
alowpayrut for life. Tax relief 
on childcare is equally impor- 
tant. None seems to be 
promised. In 'France, parents 
also have access to state- 
salaried chfldmindeisvriio are 
paid the Tninitnnm wage. We 
need sudi hna^ative mea- 
sures Ixse and a further spread- 
ing of the burden of ribildrore 
costs. 

Brown find w^ to en- 
courage employers to ^lit 


charges - a third for govern- 
ment, a thiid fin- the individua], 
and a third for the boss? And 
ahy not have paid parental 
and paternity leave. It is time 
that we recognized that caring 
for o&pring is a fether’s con- 
cern too. 

If the interests of women 
and childrexi are truly to come 
first, instead of Working Fam- 
fly Credit (topping up low 
pay via enqilcyets and the In- 
land Revenue) there should 
be a significant increase in 
difld benefi4 taxed for high 
earners. Child benefit is firaud- 
proof and it gives a mother the 
dioice of storing at home or 
paying for childcare. Britain has 
63 milljoa carers: why not give 
them an allowance wi thin the 
woridng femily tax cretfit too? 


Ihe requirements of women 
and children have been pushed 
to the mai;gns of economic life 
for too long. We do not need 
policies that aim onty to drive 
more women into the worid of 
work, but to change conditions 
so that they fit the obligations 
and aspirations of women 
themselves. 

At the same time, the right 
to be a full time mother should 
be snpported - otherwise the 
"good” mother will soon rank 
only as the waged mother. That 
is no advance for feminism, nor 
for cfafldmLNew Labour ri^t- 
]y preaches liberation from 
benefits. But if the only alter- 
native is a lifetime of slaveiy on 
low wages, followed by an old 
age on a {uddling penrion, that 
is no progress at all 


9 uiK.t Eddie 
d by his boss 
he fiasco over 
n Hong Kong. 
\eoL He won’t 

pair his fragile 

sher might tiy 
1 some conso- 
articuiar tome 
V by Pamela 
ides the March 
jflo in which 
Faiil Keating. 

particularty 

uringthecam- 

;book,“Keot- 
Murdoeb had 
rafter the ele^ 

lat we got it 
n cpi h wrong 


iralian op- 
irii's men 


r^-inruwT 

en^'ogs 


go wrong - they da Sadly for Eddie 
Bell, this tale has no happy ending. 
Ken "Got It Wrong” Cowley left 
Murdodi’s emplpy last year and wm 
replaced by Rupert Murdoch’s son 
Laddan. 

MICHAEL pDSte’s* ^ 

his anti-hunting BUI letiini to ttie 

Commoitt toduR although it fe high- 
ly nnlikety that the Government wOl 
M time for it His chief adviser on 

tiie Bfll is one John Biyant, anthor rf 
a book which declares “pet animals 
should be complete^ phased out of 

esdsiHice". Biyant is also a consnilaiit 

to the International »hnd forAnhnal 

TOiftre. whore poHtkalwh^CJeP^ 

Btfcal ABhnal Lo»y) donated Aim to 
flreUbotirIW*»a»eG<weninOTt 

realty coBcerned about 

side lobby or worried krt another Bc- 
ghoold it enable Foster and Bryant s 

BUI to become law? 



A USUALLY leUaHeawee ir^mm 
wrongfy it turns out, that Geaffr 
RobeFtson QC was Ae new ^unrmi 
of the anti-mimarcfgf Common Sen 
Oubf whose members inctude Jon 
naSsts Roy Green^ade and Antto 
Holden and PR gladiator Brit 
Bashem. ^TvebeenloaJewofAdrdi 
ners but ... is that reaOy a poadon. 
Rebertsonisdnout^udeenrepubBa. 
andre^xrds "a henuSuayheadofaa 
asunsad^aamyasahffe^ta/ypoa 
He doesn't went to see the Foyab'^ 
en down mte some eeilar diot 1 


stmi^hbtg.’’ His idad solution is a wit- 
ten ctmsdtution. "I suggest we turn the 
Mttemium Dome weno a Omstim^ 
donal Convention after the achbh 
don.’ fisoundsagoodidoi 10 Pandora. 
Wf^notddpAetastdesseHiibi&rnand 
hedd the nMe convention in its place? 

ONE of the most ibitunate men in 
Britain is refurinshing what piDmises 
to be one of London’s most spectacu- 
lar new homes, directtyac^aceot to the 
Alben Hall on the ate of the fonner 
Royal College of Oiganists. Robert 
Thheoffltg, together with his brother 
Vinoeol runs the multi-millioD-pound 
property groiq) Botch. Like seve^ oth- 
er phenmnenalty successful modem 

R>^ttvATding ri»SMfririlx r^«liCT fiatid 

Alan Yentob, 'INiengiiiT’ has an Iraqi 

JeBnAhackgirHmd ^altfinMg^ hkfather 

Viettir came to Brfram vte Irw 
he was a fiiead of the ShaL Not onty 
. is Robert very rich, but his girifrieod is 


coveigiri Caprice Bourret te this his- 
toiK building - a third the size of Har- 
lods, whose lefurlMshment is costing 
nu&ioDS of pounds - destined 10 be a 
palatial new home for IHieDguiz? Re- 
membering the 
reports of how 
Caprice and he 
were violently 
mug^d one 
evening last >^7ril 
while walldog 
home in Hamp- 
stead, Pandora 
rang him. Noi, he 
insisted, be was 
not moving to 
Kensington 
Gore. "Ivron’t say anythingat afl about 
tins house until it's ready in six or nine 
montiis’ time.” What is tte big mysteiy? 
AD Pandora's wiles failed to persuade 
tins lud^ man to ssy another word 

Pandora 



Bobbvfe girl 




Proper bealthGore 
Glean water 
Basie edneatiBB 


Every day, thousands of children lilm Bayushe miss out on 
ihe basics in life. Where she lives in Ethiopia, 20% of 
children die before their fifth birthday. 

Sponsor a child like Bqyushe and you'll enoble us 
to bring about real and lasting chonge through 
>dtal devd^sment work in her oommunHy, making it a 
healthier, happier ploce to grow up in. 

Please give a child a belter chance in life. 

For a Child Sponsorship information pock, call 

0800 50 10 10 

orreiunifcepiyon>BWbMWoB.FmSOSr»IK»73a<^lii»i>B^MI03^ 

Ptaosesend meu CWU S pe m orshty bifanncrtion pock. 
Ufa 


.TsUpKen* 

NB9S03 

Rehmki: 

Vsior^ RBTCSr MCI 730, 

MfcntoynmMKPSYZ. 
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financial journal of the year 


prepares 

to launch £5bn 
telecoms and 
defence strike 


^Simpson's battle to revive defence giant 

ilnd FT Ml share index 


V Sept 9, 1996: George Simpson 
lakes over as manas^ dtrec&x fnm 
Lord WeinstDCk on a abry padcage 
potsnitaly worth £1 Offl over five yaare. 

O 997i fiqdns disposa) 


foSiebe. 


O AprO, 1997: OvBtails mana gement 
stnicoBB, dlspensingiMWi rnof^ 
Importing into head OffiiM fitim evoy 
business wit Reocb Qfwemnis^ 

<Hft GEC a^»tidpart1n privdisBtion of 
TIxsDSOfK^. 

O July. 1997: Reports 28 per cent 1SB 
to pre^ profits for 1997 from £981 m 
to»07m.Unvelsstiaieglefeviewib' ' 
Ibcito group (to dienes, telecoms and 
fndiKtrU efedrofics and dsrols 
flotBlfoncfGECAIstfiom.DavU 
New ta ndsrosigs as finance drector. 


19 Aagost 1997: Sk^Richaid Needham 
redgnsTTom boal Jtton Mayo recruited 
fiorn Zetieca as finance dkeebr. 


By Midad Harrison 


GEC is gearing up for a £5bn expansion 
that is likely to see the defence electron- 
ics and engiaeering group buy out Siemens' 
minority stake in their telecoms joint ven- 
ture and launch a strike for a US militaiy 
supi^er. GEC is also lookmg to merge two 
of its four remaining industrial electronics 
businesses with rival companies. The re- 
maining two would be disposed of along 
with GEC’s SO per cent interest in its do- 
mestic appliances joint venture GE of 
the United States. 

The shift in strategy by Lord Simpson, 
managing director of GEC, follows grow- 
ing impatience at the slow pace of Euro- 
pean d^nce and aerospace consolidation. 
GEC expects to seal its defence electron- 
ics joint venture between Marconi andAIe- 
nia of Italy before the 31 March deadline 
set by the British, Frendi and Gennan gov- 
ernments for Europe's defence industries 
to produce a firm restructuring plan. 

GEC would eventuaUy like to take 
control of the Alenia joint venture which 
win be worth an estimated £2bn. But it is 
deeply sceptical about the prospects 'for 
progress in European-wide aerospace re- 
structuring ebewbere. 

The two US defisnee businesses that 
GEC is eyeing up are littoa Industries and 
nr Industries, which are valued respec- 
tively at $2.8bn (£1.7bn) and S4bn. How- 
ever, riang stock marimts have made 
both businesses eaepen^ talreover propo- 
adODS. In addition, Littoa has an extensive 


warship building business,' in wfaiefa GEC 
is not interested, wfaSe IIT has a au- 
tomotive division mairing brake anrf chas- 
sis systems, which GEC would need to 
disp^of. 

GFX the telecoms joint venture with 
Siemens, is lediioaed by analysts to be iioctir 
about 070, meaning it would cost GEC 
£800m to buy out the German group’s 40 
per cent stake. 

Discussions have made a certain amount 
of process since Lord SingTSon launched his 
strategic reriew of GEC Juh^. But they 
are bogged down by what one insider 
scribed as Siemens' ''inertia and oonser- 
vadsm”. Although the two companies are 
partnere, Sieziieas abo regards CPTas a oom- 
petitof to its own telecoms businesses. The 
jemt venture recently lost a £300m order firam 
Belgium because of Siemens refosai tosiqh 
pty technological know-how to GPT 

The four industrial dedzonics bosToesses 
are Picker, which makes medical anagjng 
^tems, GQbaico. the world’s largest 
petFol-pung) manufacturer. Videojet Sys- 
tems, which makes ink jet printers, and the 
wp jghing and instiinneDtatioa business 
Aveiy Berk^ lbge±er the businesses 
have sales of about £l.Sbn a year. In the 
first half of this year Picker, Gnbarcoaod 
Videojet made pre-tax profits of £S9m on 
sales of £600m vriiite Ayi^ Beikd ing)ioved 
profits substantuOy due to a restnicturiog. 
GEC would ideally like to bufld two of the 
four companies into worid-scale business- 
es and dispose of the other two. 

Last month GEC rmsed £3.9ba through 
a revolving credit facility, the first to be de- 


O October, 1997: Loses ouf to M 
baUe lo' Stoinens detence to BrSsn 
Aercspace and Daimler^^ 

O Oecenber, 1997: GEC'and Mest^ 

confirmp>anstoftoat 26 pvcerestal«- 

h GEC Alstbm to summer, 1998. 
Amnutx»s £300m share boyb^ 

^ Jaemy, 1996: Sir Roger Hum 
ctmfiitned as chatoren to succeed Lora 
Prior. 

OFeb,1998:CompielesdispGa|af . 

unwanted indostrtal bustoesses wfih 
£137m safe of sendGonductor ixslnsss 
Gl^ to MIteL hcitoi^ seihiff pracee^ . 
to ESOOm. Raises £3 Jon revolving credR 
fa(^. denominated to enros. 




nominated in euros. It also has £12bn of 
net cash in the group and e x pects to raise 
a further £lbn when it Boats 26 per cent 
of its stake m GEC Alstbcm, Che power and 
traitg)OTtation joint venture .this June. Dis-, 
posals of unwanted industrial businesses 
have netted £300m and aithongh GECs 
share in the dome^ appliances joint 
venture, which makes Hotpoint washing 
machines, will also be sold eventuaUy, the 
difficulty wiU be extractitog an accqil^>le 
price from GE. 

The oombination of credit facilities 
and c as h would g^ GEC more than 
enough firepower to buy out Siemens and 
acquire one of its US defence targets. How- 


May Jtm Jut'^ 


ever,'tbe group is contimimg to examine 
vriteiber it should proceed with a merger 
with British Aero^ace. 

Lord Stagjsqn is thought to see Mrtam 
advantages in a merger. The combined 
groig> would have sales of £19bn, giviag h 
sufficient scale to compete with the de- 

• fence goliaths Raytheon, Loddteed Mar- 
tin and Boeing. It would also demonstrate 
to the Ercoeb th^ Britain was serious about 
consoUdation. 

But Lord Simpson has yet to be per- 
suaded tiiat it would unkxfr riiaidulder val- 
ue for GEC, now that a merger would be 
much closer to a marriage of equals, BAe 
having increased in vahie five-fold to 


£8.2bn in the last five yean. Overthe same 
period GEC has increased in vahie by less 

than a third to £llbn. 

Since Lord Simpson took over frrxn 
Lord yv^nstodc in September 1996, GEC 
shares have unperformed the market by 
neaity a quarter. Lord Smq]6on*s bonus pay^ 
moits, could luing him a £10m pay 

padret oyer five years, are onty trigged 
if GEC outperfbnns tiie market by 10 per 
cent fin* a period of three years and remains 
'id the iopqubrtOe of-theFI^blOO judged 
on fo^ shiu^iolder reoirn. Nevertiieless. 
Loiri SiiigTSod ^ earned £l.iin for sev- 
en mootiiswoifc in 1996-97 indudnig a dis- 
cretiOaaxy bonus of £160,000. 


Rolls-Royce 
shrugs off 
threat of 
US alliance 

By Michael Harrim ^ 

ROU^ROYCE yisteiday shrugged off the 

threat of closer coHTperation between ite 
two US aeio-cogine rivals as it posted 
record profits and promised five years of 

double-digit earnin^i growth. 

Sir Ralph Robins, the Rolls duunnan, 

said he wo^ relirit a merger between Gen- 
eral Electric and Pratt & Whitney since he 
smd the two would Tow like hell". It wtuld 
also leave Rolls as the only alternaliyc to 
complete American dominatUui of the 
dvil engine market. 

Sir Ralph said that consolidation of Eu- 
rope's engine manufecturcre wn.*! not es- 
sential in the way that it was for airframe 
companies since Rolls was already a dom- ^ 
tnant forcc, bul hc did not rule out the pos- 
sble integration of MTU. Daimler-Benz's 
engine divisioiL 

Shares in Rolls rose 7 per cent to 
252-5p as the company repotted a 17 per 
cent juxnp in underlying profits lastycar^lo 
£276 id and said it eacpccted appr^l to raise 
the timit on foreign shareholdings to 49 J 
per cent in the next two to three weeks. 

Sir Ralph also painted a bullish picture 
of Rolls pro^KCts, saying the Asian down- 
turn would only cause a moderate slow- 
down in orders intake this year while the 
order book nenv stood at a total of £l0.1bn. 

Rolls is gearing up for a frutfacr 20 per 
cent increase in output this year after lift- 
ing engine deliveries by 50 per cent to 1,400 
last year and seeing h^t^marg^ spares sales 

rise 15 per cent. The group is expected to 
invest a further £230m building up its ca- 
pacity at Derby and BiistoL w 

Last year Rolls took 34 per cent of all 
dvfl engjnc orders agaln^ only 13 per cent 

forPna & Wlutnqr and dominated the mar- 
ket for eagles for the new widc-bodied 
twins the Airbus A33Q and Boeing 777, the 
ibent c^turing 80 per cent of all orders. 



Stock markets take 
a bath after Intel 
profit warning 


By DavM Usbome in New York 
By Stepen Vines in Hong Kong 
By Diane Coyle in London 

WORLD stock markets got an 
une:iq>ected dash of cold water 
yesterday thanks to lower-than- 
ejqiected profit estimates from 
Intel Corporation, the com- 
puter chip maker. It was not, 
however, quite the tech-wreck 
that some had feared. 

Stocks suffered yesterday in 
Asia and Europe and later in 
New York in reaction to the 
■mews from Intel, released after 
the dose of trading on 
Street on Wlednesday. 

In London the FTSE-100 in- 
dex ended 38 points lower at 
5.695.6. There was caution but 
no panic, as dealers noted that 
.•ihare prices bad hit all-time 
highs at the beginning of the 
week. The FTSE 100 reached 
5,846.9 on Monday. 

High technology stocks suf- 
fered across Eungie as a result 
of the Intel warning, with shares 
in companies such as France's 
SCS-Thomson Microelectron- 
ics and Germany's Siemens 
falling sharply. Eariier, the fear 
of WKtkness on Whll Street had 
hit Asia, and espedally Hong 
Kong. Intel was itself the main 
victim of the sell-off yesterday. 
In early trading its stock was 
down 16 per cent on the Nas- 
daq market. 

The damage was confirma- 
tion of Intel’s status as the ul- 
timate bell-wether stock for 
the technology sector, with its 
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processors packaged in 85 per 
cent of all PCs in existence. 

' Intel had earlier said it ex- 
pected first quarter results to be 
flat after fourth quarter rev^ 
enues of $65bn (£3.9bn). It is 
DOW warning that it may come 
in 10 per cent short of Chat 

number, which would mean 
revenues at their lowest rinoe 
the third quarter of 1986. 

Blame for the faO-off lay pri- 
marily with une:q)ectedly slug- 
gish demand for diips from the 
PC industcy. Anatysts said that 
was in part egq)lained by an in- 
ventoiy hang-over from Christ- 
mas. Other factors might 
include the continuing eco- 
nomic crisis hi Asia, where 
maity US tedmology companies 
have large eiqiosure. 

Some analysts saw more 
fundamental problems for In- 
tel noiabty its slow response to 
growth in demand for PCs cost- 
ing $1,000 or less where it has 
fe^ lougb competition from 
two other diip makers. Ad- 
vanced Micro Derices and 
Cyrix. 

In ^>r3, however, it is due 
to come out with its Celerion 
chip, ^lecifically aimed at the 
lower end of the markeL PC 
makers might be waiting for the 
arrival of the new chip. 

Among other companies 
that saw damage to their stocks 
in New York yesterday were 
Hewlett-Packard. Dell Com- 
puter, IBM and Microsoft 
None of titose sufiere d dramatic 
losses, however. 


The Dow Jones mdustrial av- 
erage suffered a second of 
dedme after a month of almost 
unbroken gains. But whOe the 
indexwas down nearly 70 points 
at the lunch-hour, it alro 
seemed to be resisting the 
downward pressure better than 
some had expected. 

Even so, there was a ripple 
effect on other stodc markets. 

A masave sell-off of shares 
in Hong Kong caused a 547 
point or almost 5 per cent, dive 
in the blue-chip Hang Seng In- 
dex. 

The decline, bigger than In 
most other Asian markete, was 
triggered by a spell of profit- 
tfliring following the market’s 
relativety strong perfonoanoe 
last month, and in anticipation 
of further weakness on 
StreeL 

The flow of bad news in 
HtMig Kong is fer from over. On 
Wsdnesday the government re- 
vealed that there had been a 
massive outflow of Hongkong 
dollar deposits. 

' SomeHKS62bn(£4fibn)or 
almost 4 per cent of all 
Hon^ong dollar deposits, was 
withdrawn in October, another 
HKSlTbn came out the foliow- 
zng month and HK$34bn in Jat^ 
uaiy. 

The potential ni^tmare is 
that massive withdrawals of 
Hongkong dollar deposits will 
undennine the cunency board 
which requires full for- 
eign currency backing for every 
Hongkong dollar issued. 



Fear of MFC split Smiths 
as Bank sticks by confirms 
7.25%interest rate Menzies 


Screens in Kuala Lumpur where prices stabilised yester- 
day after being shaktti by bardc troubles Reuters 


Continuing Jeais of region- 
al contagsoo also took their 
toD. There was oonoeni over re- 
ports that the InternatioDal 
Monetary Fund (IMF) might 
delay payment of the next 
tranche of the Indonesiaii bail- 
ouL In Korea political uncer- 
tainty contributed to a 6.S per 
cent fen in share prices. 

Meanwhile, Eisuke Sakak- 
ibara, Japan’s vice-finance min- 
istec, was on a South East Asian 
tour xriiere he discussed tying 
the region's currencies to the 
Japanese yen instead of the US 
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dollar. This idea was rejected in 
the earty 1990s but is coming 
bad: into favour as Asian coun- 
tries seardi for an alternative to 
a llnlc with tiie ever-strength- 
ening US dollar. 

AUhoti^ the yen itself is un- 
der pressure, it is the only re- 
gjonal current' eiw ugh to 
proride a serious alternative to 
the US dollar. 

However, the weak state of 
the Japanese financial tystem 
wiO probably make the idea of 
a yen bloc a non-starter for the 
time b eing. 


CURRENCIES 


By Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 

TEIE Bank of En^and's Mon- 
etejy Fblky Committee (MFC)' 
(qit^ not to raise interest rates 
yesterdity. in what most ob- 
servers reckoned must have 
been a dose vote -periiafs even 
a 4-4 split requiring the casting 
vote ^ Eddie Geo^e, the 
Governor. • 

'Whfle it proved to be DO dis- 
traction for the stock market’s 
woes, the announcement 
bron^t huge relief to industry. 

Kate Baiker, chief eooDomlst 
at the Confederation of British 
Industry (CBI), said growth 
was alrearty slovring as the five 
rate rises since last May took ef- 
fect Ruth Lea, at the Institute 
of Directors, said: *Tnterest. 
rates are now probobty high 
enough to contaiD infiationaiy 
pressures." 

However, the pound per- 
venely climbed bade above the 
DM3JX) banner, in reaction to 
hints of a cut in German inter- 
est ratesL 

The MFC made its decision 
In the li^t of an outline of tiie 
general Bucket stance given by 
the Tbeasiay’s observer at its 
meedngi5.LastyteektiteChan- 
ceUorr of the Exchequer stressed 
there would be no let on fis- 
cal prudence i&.the Bud^t on 
17 March. 

The Committee also had. 
new senate of biutyant con- 
sumer spending yestoday. The 
CBFs monthty survey of the 
hi^ street suggested a sk>w- 
do^ in retail sales during Feb- 
ruary but a buoyant underiying 


trend. This followed an earlier 
survey showing reriUent activi- 
ty in the service industries, sug- 
gesting the impact rtf the strong . 
pound on manufectntiog tipped 
the MFC's verdict 

According to the CBI, the 
balance retailers reporting in- 
creased sales dipped to 33 per 
cent from 36 per cent in Feb- 
ruary, while expectations for 
Mardi also decked. But the 
tfaree-monlfa trend and year-on- 
year rate of growth pideed up. 
In addition retailers’ invest- 
ment plans bounced sharply to 
a level even higher than during 
the late-1980s boom. 

Alastair ^seron, chairman 
of the CBTs distrfoutive trades 
panel said: *The underiying 
trend shows that sales growth is 
holding up weU," although he 
added that trading conditions 
were very competitive. 

Oddly, in the light of 
Wednesdity’s wamings from 
furniture retailers DFS and 
MFL the survey sttowed ttass seo^ 
tor doing particularly well. 
Foohrear was the onty one to 
report a drop in sales. 

Separately,- the Spdety of , 
Motor Manufacturers and 
'fraideis said new car r^stra- 
tions jumped to 177,133 iuFd>- 
niaiy, 8J per cent up on the 
same month a year eaA'er. The ' 
SMMT said this continued the 
trend of recent months. 

But the Retail Motor In- 
dustry Federation said the fig- 
ures were unsustainable, and 
predicted that registrations fhtc 
year would be lower than last 
yeart "exceptionally high'' Z17 

miUinw 
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By Nigel C<^ 

Gly Correspondent 
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WH Smith confirmed yes- 
terday that it is in talks with 
John Menzfes to buy the 
groups high street newsagent 
stores in a deal whidt anahfsts 
said could be worth £8Um. 
Smiths is understood to be in 
exdusive aegotiadons with 
Menzies to buy its 232 out- 
lets wlurii were pul up fOTsale 
in January, 

Smiths' intervention 
seems certain to pnd the in- 
terest of Aldienty, the ven- 
ture capital group!, that had 
pireviously been the front 
runner with a £55m offer. 

Smith's riiares fell 6.5p to 
49Z5p). as some anatysts said 
' foe group should focus on 
the problems In its own core 
chain ratiKT than expando^ 
it There were also concerns 
tiiat the bid might reduce the 
possible £250ffl that the 
group had been expected to 
return to shareholdeis. 

Nick Babb at SG Secu- 
rities said: "It would be dis- 
appointing if Smith's 
wereaT interested. It is not 
going to break the bank 
and should not ptrove too 
much of a di^raction.** 

Menzies' main attraction 
for Smiths is its 92 stores in 
Scotland where Smiths has 
no Tepcesentaiion. Another 
draw is its 50 outlets in rail- 
way stations and airports. If 
does acquire Meades 
it is likety to re-brand the 
stores under the WH Smith 
name 1 q England and Whies 
but keep them as Menzies in 
Scotland. There may be 
some store closures and 
tbeiecouklbecutsattheEd- 

mbuigb bead office where al- 
most 200 people arc 
employed. 

The deal is likely to be 
scrutinised by the compeii- 
^n authorities ’which are 
to focus on thu com- 
piled group’s market idiarcs 
to the newspaper and mag- 
azine markets and in railway 
and airport locations. 
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A redtindant MMC reference? Certainly not 


IX^CRJICSSHA^tfaele^^ 


OUTLOOK 

ON WHY 
CRUICKSHANK IS 
right TO REFER, 
HOW TO RESOLVE 
the ENGERGY GROUP 

stalemate, and the 
BANK'S PROBLEM 
WITH INTEREST 
RATES 


by refeixnig CdfaKt, >fedafane and fiT to 
the Moix^iofies and Meisais CoDin^ 
over mobile phooe diai|^ 

Ibdafine^ die tafgctt mobile pbome 
mmpan y in tfafi UK, Hawna' the c hai ges 
knied for phooa^ a inobile {Aone we» 

comii^dofimtodielCT>dMrQrmd^^ 
wants an y way. ^ that the referoioe k 
therefore finfat more tfam pubfidty seek' 
ii^ bravado fooD the dbiector genecal in 
his last mondi in the job> 

MrQ nir l fihan ksystfaereisnosigntrf 

dieiaobSe^KMie-oonqaniesmovii^siif- 

mem possMe that there’s an obvious 
abase winch in the public interest needs to 


b this, then, an nopecessaiyinvestiga- 
tion and a wnte of public money, or has 
Mr Qiiidalu^ got a p^t? 

Snce there are onb' ei^fit mOlkxi peo- 
ple dial own mobile phones bm 40 mflSon 
peo|^vrtmplioDeintodieni,dieRisob- 
vkxB potendal for milkiog the latter both 
to aihskfiM thcfh mieriinH fnftiteflieprPi^ 
hs of the mobile phone ccoiqjaoies. Thb 
isesvnmoretfaecasegtvendiatffiaiiypeo- 
irie idiendxynialcea cfdl won’t know they 
are telqAcMdog a XDDlnle or what it costs. 

As most (rf os know, it costs a loC BT 
win diaigeyoa aignjEcantbr niore than its 
usual taiiEb for txan^ocdng your caQ to 
die mpbite network ai^ the netwrak win 
diencfaatyheaMlyfaic bt inecfiigy^ 
themob3& . ' 

In Mr Ctmdeshankfs view, neidier of 


there tarifb ttjiKtffied I 7 ^ eadn cosb 
- andinvesQDeidcifiiiobSenm 
the reg^dator fint raised ^ issue a year 
chatges fra mccanngcds have been 
cut.bttfiioCHgiiTficMifly.M» 
fayM)dafbae,whicbpresomal]fydieddi- 
eswoidd follow, bat even so ffiereis flin . 

poses and what dre molxle phcme 001178 - 

mes dtink jtkdfied. 

InsDdiiraaimsianoes, tfaerewoddseco) 
SdleiTtkmbitftDgomtbeMMCLMoie- 
ovei^ i n-arr i v in g at these tffiecentfgpies 
the two sides aiT^fondamcDtallycfiffer- 
ent appioacfaesL Aocoidii^ to the mobOe 
plrane( 7 eratots,itiswn»gtonae\bda- 
fbne, the biggest and th erefore most effi- 
cierarfd>eaeswodks,asab eiKhinaik ,aTO 

lha ftditta<lnn*t 8aMir pfl| ^iMiwft « »fownanigs 

of scale and fiiesefore nugfn find tbemsdves 
connectH^ calls far bekw cost Mr QcuiA- 
shank doesoY aoe^ this as a valid ai^ 
ment in a eovmmmeiiL 

OiusD diat the level of m eoniif ^ traf- 
fic re ncubib pboues b growh^at die rase 
of 40 pa cent a year, the case for fira an 
MMC mqimy is ovetwhehning. The fict 
dnt h also esaUes Mr Grnickshank to go 
out widi a bai^ b fay die by. 


Energy Group 
stalemate possible 


As the battle between two US Utilities for 
Energy Group reaches its final denoue- 
ment, there seems to be a real possibfli- 


ly<rfstalematede v riop u igaDd,asacoD- 
sequence, of both bids cnnapshig . 

' OK, thb requires some esplaimng, 
ancB it b not wid^ a ppr e cia ted in the 
stock maikeL InvestoR are generally of 
- the view that even if the higher offer from 
'Rxbs b referred to die Mooopedies and 
Mergers Comimbskm, or ocAqises for 
some other r easo n, there b sdD X|lad& 
pnp’s offer to fen back 00 , wiudi has al> 
ready received regulalary apfvovaL 

But actual^ h may not vradc dns way. 
The ]»oblemb that bodi sides have a po- 
tentially blocfcmg stake in the ba tt le. 
Ibxas owns oearfy 15 per cent of Eneigy 
Group shares and I^cifiCoTp owns 8.8 per 
cent Since the terms of FuafiCorp’s bid 
require it to gain acoqitances of 90 per 
cent, so that it can compulsory purduBe 
the balance, Ibsas b in a position to UoA 
FadfiCorp. 

Thoogb we haven’t yet seen the Ifaxas 
ofier document, it seems h^hly likely that 
the company’s bankers have insisted on 
CTnuilar finaocmg terms. Ah, you say, but 
PadfiCorp hasn't got 10 perceoL Oh yes 
h has. Lehman Brotheis also own shares 
in Eaeigy Groups and as an assodaie of 
Texas, these shares have to be cancelled 
ora of the caicnlatioa, thereby tTpng Fad- 
fiCorp over the 10 per cent threshold. 

The upshot b that just as Haas can 
Uodt Pa^Corp, PadfiCorp can block 
Ifaxas. 

When push comes to shove, h seems 

rnthar imKlrp^ fhgt hanlrerr^ wfl! all O Br this 

matter to Stand betweoi them and their 
foe. AD the same, potentially there b a 


IBoUemlmaiidbothsidreaittbegin- 
irnigmgrt ei e rd s cd by it There b away 

cut, bowevec. FadfiCocp b one of the few 

compMiies in foe world that actually 
ivanis l^abody; Eastern’s US cod miiiDig 
opendoa 

Thxas,ty contrast, does not want it and 

so has finedt 7 Letunan and its dients to 
take the oanqm 7 off Hs hands should its 
bkl for Eastern prove soccessfiiL The ob- 
vioDS w>*"tintn, theu, b for Ifaxas to seD 
Ibd)ody to FreifiCrap instead. OCBdal- 
fy, PaeffiCoep bstin in the race to buy the 
whole of Eneigy Group. 

In the end it nay have to settle for the 
consolatioa prize of Peabody, 


Bank’s interest 
rate dilemma 


Jh^erlyoos, foe general secretaiyofihe 
viftMifafsifring, Science and Finance 
uni o n , grumbles that if the the Bank of 
En^and understood inanitfacturing it 
would be cnttnig mterest rales to save jobs. 

And vridle most business leaders accept 
that the reafislic choice feciiig the Mod- 
eraxy Policy Committee was between no 
change and an inaease, all were relieved 
yesteiti^ foat it opted for the fanner. 

According to the speculation, howev- 
er, the split was even closer than last 
month, with the Governor forced to use 
hb casting vote on the side of the doves. 

If the Governor^ in tention was to (da- 
cate the IDces of Mr lyODS, he foiled. Yes- 


terdaj^ dedaon did nothing to case in- 
dustry's ftran the strong pound &s 
hints of a fotore German interest rate cut 
sent sterlir^ back above DM3. 

It b quite wideb^ believed intheia- 
du s ti y that the MPC actually quite Jtkes 
the strong pound, that the pound has in 
itself become a tool of monetazy polky 
alongside interest rates. The economy has 
to tiow to aSDStamaUe pace ofgiowthaod 
thb b being brooght about by higher in- 
terest rates iriikfa boost the eschangc rate 
and squeeze exports and production. 

Thm b obidousb^ some truth in this, 
but it ignores the foct that the Bank, IDcc 
everybody else, would much prefer it if 
higgler interesl rates were squec 2 ing con- 
sumer Tenfiug and the service indusines 
as weU. Then rates would not have had 
to dimb as unidi and sterin^ m^t be low- 
er. Sadly, the export squeeze migfai yet 
prove znsnfScieot todowgrowthasmuefa 
as needed to hit the inflation target. 

IfwMu w feigftiTingteferiifigllie riiin , tVlw 

er parts of the body economic are still 
feverbh, and it b the aggregate eSecl that 
win count 

More could be done fiscally in the Bud- 
get to coed the economy but thb t»ds to 
be a Uunt and slcMP instrument compared 
with the cutting edge of interest rates. 

The strength of ibe pound b grim for 
eiqiorteis, but sterling won’t weaken with- 
out dear erideocc of slower growth, 
however that comes about, and, probably, 
a safe kick-off for the sin^ currency. It 
b simpfy not in the Bank's gift 10 make 
life sweeter for manufacturers. 


Unions 


give Go 
the cold 


shoulder 


By Barrie Ctamant 

LaboirEditor 


CO, BriUrii Airw^’ cut-price 
airiine, has already Inl se vere ' 
torbuloioe over its plans fot a 

ar gflinnruri inftiMtfr ifll rehtigng 

system. 

IWo of foe country's largest 
amoosbaverqectedaaisvila' 
tiem to enter a *1)eauty ctmtesT 
to see whidi one of tbra should 
represent employees and then 
preside over a three-year pay 
freeze. 

The GMB general union 
and the Hunsport A General 
are abo un i m p ressed with man- 
agementh insistence that oeai^ 
ly one-third of employees’ 
remuneration would be made 
up of perl^nmance-related p^. 

Officiab from both unions 
pointed out that pay rates at foe 
airline, whidi wQl be based at 
Stanstedm Essex, hsve been set 
between 30 and 30 per cent low- 
er than wages paid by the par^ 
ent company BA. 


Sean Keati% a OMB ^ 
tknialQ^S^'ktomoStdafai'- 
pected to luccive backing from 
adelcgate meeting for hbpbm 
to laimdi a recruitment cam- 
pBtga at Go and at extrimg low 
fore atriines Ddxmafr, l^anair 
-andea^Jet 

*X(n9^«ost aSxfoies are a 
pawing part of foe market, but 
wewasttoniakesDrefoatpafr-' 
soigeis are wen lodced aftra by 
well-paid and well-motivated 
staff,” said Mr Keating. 

He said it was "huSoons" to> 



Hanson close to capping liabilities 


By Andrmr Yates 


HANSON, the buflding mate- 
riab group, yesteid:^ said it was 
dose to capf^ the eovirtm- 
mental tiabOities which are a 
l^acy of its days as part of Lord 
Hanson's once- proud con- 
glomerate. Hanson also ex- 
pects to 7 end up to £500m on 
acquisitions after oommg near 
to completing a huge restruc^ 
and dk pfwii pr qgratnm e- 
Y^en i^mson acquired 
Beazer. the constroedon group, 
in 1991, it inherited bilge envi- 
ronmental liabilities. These 
rtemmed from a series of fegal 
rjqitia^ ly-tbe. US 
Envkraimental -Protection 
Agency (EPA) and local resi- 


dents after it became dear that 
the chemicab divirion Kop- 
peis, a group that Beazer ac- 
quired in l^S, was rBTOQsible 
to contamisath^ water sup- 
I^ies. The threat of litigation has 
hung over the group ever since. 

After intensive dbcusrions 
with the EPA, Hanson an- 
nounced yesterd^ that it was 
writing doira the value of the 
provbioa to cover future lia- 
bilities fay £430m to £404m due 
m tire dinunished threat of le- 
gal daims. At its peak fob pro- 
vision had stood at 
(£1.2m). 

. Haiuonb now in talks vrith 
a number of insurance compa- 
nies wiucb could lead, to the 
eventual ‘Ying-fendng” of the 
remaining liabilities. Under 


such a sdieme it would pay out 

an initial himp smn and annu- 
al premroms. 

Meanwhile Hans on b near 
to selling its US Grove Ctane 
business to a US buyer for 
around £3S0m. The group 
b<7e5 to labe another £150in 
from the sale of Spectrum, its 
American construction busi- 
ness. 

Sweden’s Skanska AB is 
thou^ to be looldng to buy the 
construction ride of Spectrum 
whfle France’s Colas b inter- 
ested b the road buflding op- 
eratiems. It b also looldi^ to 
some its UK property mterests 
and Air Hans^ which operates 
. Britazn ’3 largest fiee( pf execu- 
• tive jets and helicppteis. 

The proceeds from these 


dbposab will be Tent on a se- 
ries of US acqubitions. Hanson 
is also keen to mcrease foe size 
of its building busmess on the 
Continent and b looking to ex- 
pand particularly in Central 
Europe. 

Hanson annonooed an 8 per 
cent rise in underhung pro-tax 
profits to £224.7m. The group 
said it was confident that hous- 
ing starts would |»ck up b the 
next few months, with the mar- 
ket remaimng strong. 

That should lead to a 4-to-S 
per cent rise in the price of buDd- 
ing materials. Projects for the 
US maricet also look encourag- 
ing with the US Omgress due 
to increase Tendbg 00 infra- 
stiuctme. Hanson’s shares were 
undianged yesterday at 323p. 


Unions are unimprecsed by GO^ insbtence that one- 
tMfd of rerrainefWion should be pcrfonnance-fa ilate d 


aric a to represent em- ’ 
ployees in circumstaDOcsvriiere 
its first act would Ire to preside 
over a three year period . m 
which wages would effectively 
be cuL "It may be a beau^ con- 
test as for as the enqfloyexs are 
concerned, but management b 
atdeing nirio ns tO (flay tilt part 
of the beast.” 

George Ryde, a national of- 
ficer at foe Iraii^iart & Gen- 
eral, which has the largest 
nreiDbexsbjp at BA, said there 


was no question of hb oigani- 
fotirai entei^ a such a earnest, 
ahhoi^ it v^pr^ared to con- 
tinue a ‘'constructive dialogue” 
with the company. 

"In thb coonby workers’ 
have few legal entitlements, 
but they do the light to be- 

long to the. union of their 
choice. Co ou^t to bare foat 
in mbd,” Mr Ryde said. 

The airiine, winch inteods to 
operate services to Italy, Ger- 
many. Scandinavia, France and 
Spe^ has already recqgnbed 
Balpaastbennxmforpik^bm 
wanb onbr one nmori to rejue- 


sent other staff: Apart from the 
T& G and the GMB, it b un- 
derstood that the Amalgamat- 
ed Eogmeeringaiid Electrical 
Union, MSF, the technical and 
white collar unioii, and the 
txmTUC Cabin Aew ^ have 
also been mw)]ved in talks. 

A spokeswoman for the 
company cemfinned that man- 
^ enreot was b “constructive <fi- 
alogue” with an relevant unions 
and bcTed to annoance wiiidi 
oiganhatioo had been selected 
at the end of April or tire be- 
gbning of M^, shraify betoe 

services begb- 


MMC mobile phone referral 
pushes down telecoms stocks 


By Peter Thai Larsen 

^4i« •• seeaaeaaeiea^^^********”** 


SHARES in \fod^ne and 
British Tfelecom dropped 
sharply \-esierday as investcas 
took fri^i at the dedsfon by 
Don Cruictehaiik, the tekeoms 
regulator, to refer the compa- 
nies to the Monopolies and 
MetfiW* Cboinission to diaig- 
ing too much to delivering 
calls to mobfle phones. 

Shares in Vodhfone fell 2pp 

down l3pBi592p.ShaiesmSe- 


curicor, which has a 40 per cent 

stake in Cellnet which was 
also referrefl to the MMC, 
dosed down I6p at 364p. 

Mr Crukkshank said the 
ast of ^ htobile fflione 
was still too high at 3^ per 
minute. He bdieves the cost 
should foil to about 20p per 
minute. According to Oftcl, 

fob move would cost the iDOlwe 

rfoone operators about £200m. 
Analysts played down the 

move, argning that even if foe 

MMC found against foe tele- 
com opciaiois most of than 


had been planning to cut 
charges anymgr. Thb b a bh of • 
a storm in a tea nip because 
everyone b anticipatiiig that the 
lato to calfiog ioto mdifles will 
fan and that’s already foctored 
into our financial modete”, said 
ABN Amro Hoare Govett an- 
a^JimRosL 

Mr Qiiidahank’s con^flant 
b about teimiziation chafes - 
foe cost foat mobile phone op- 
erators charge to ofoer com- 
panies to delzuerh^ a call to a 
.phone connected to theiriiet- 
- vrork. He abo criticised BT to* 


lalwng a Ift rg prTfiargm call 

to a motxle phone foao on a call 
to a land line. 

Vodafone, wluch runs 
Britain’s largest celhilar net- 
work, said the company was 
planning to cut diaiges in Au- 
gust - a move'that would take 
foe cost of caDmg a mobfle dose 
to Mr Cniickshank’s target 
“Based QD that there wlB be less 
than 3p between us,”said\^3da- 
fbire diief executive Chris Gent 
That’s not a basb to an MMC 
referraL" 

■ ■ Outloolc, this p^e 


Ladbroke rules out merger with US partner 


By Andrew Ybtes 


ladbroke yeserday^ft 

had no plans to merge its h^ 
tel interests wth Hilton In- 

c^ionaLitsUSparW- 


\Stewfllkw^>n^°tifoest- 

uatfanbutltbnotonfliea^n- 

^jo"saidaLadbrokc^x»kes- 

maa. The Britirii lebora group 

alsodeniedtbattbe USgeoup 

would look to force through a 
majff.-Wsbofoagtee«^ 
flpH there feno dement of hoa- 

^SpecuJa^ has been r® 
ia»utameigerbetw^ tad- 
broke and Hilton.-Intema- 


tional since they rigned an 
f^reenrent jointfy to market 
the Hflton brand around the 
world last year. 

Ladbroke b now looking to 
eqrend its'hotel diain through 
acquisitions and b eyeing Tap 
new targets around the world 
after losing out to Bass in the 
race for InierOmtinental ■ 

. The economic turmofl in 
Asia cost Ladbroke £]Qm last 


year, as bote! reridenb qrent 
less on lavish meab and cxr 
pensive drinks. The absence of 
hi^ rollers from Thailand 
idso its ton on takings at 
Maxims,' the London cashib. 

Ladbroke announced a 39 
per cent rise in untfez}^ 
profits to £Z26m. Betting and 
gantihg profits jumped 31 per 
cent to £1 11m. 
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Shares soar 


as US giant 
makes bid 
for More 


SHARES in More Group 
AirgiMi 19Qptu 1024p yesterday 
- U 23 per ami leap > as the out- 
door aiih'eitising ptnjp revealed 
a 10415p a share agreed cash 
Nd from Clear CTtannel Com- 
munications. the US media gi- 
ant. 

Thu offer values More at 
£446ro. a 54 per cent premium 
to the average price of More 
shares in the 1 2 months before 
the announcement. However, 
the price is a premium of just 
25 pur cent over Wednesday's 
closing share price. 

Last night, the Slock Ex- 
change was undcisiood lo be in- 
vestigating trading in More 
shares in the run-up to yester- 
day's armounament. la the 
pro\iini.s n\Y> weeks, the shares 
had risen tw' more than LO per 
cent, suggei^g that news of the 
bid bad leaked into the markcL 

Roger Ruiy. Menu's chief cs.- 
eculK'u. said the twv> companies 
had been in discussions since 
Christmas. "At 10415p a share 
we could just not say no,” he 
.said. "It's a huge premium.” 

Mr Parry said the offer 
w\niid cKaie the largest outdoor 
adwrtising group in tbeworid, 
with operations in 24 coun- 
trie& In the past fewt'eais, Clear 
Channel has ^ent S4bn 
(£2.42bn) acquiring companies 
ID that markeL The company, 
which is listed on the Nasdaq 
stodt exchange, also runs 173 ra- 
dio and 18 television stations. 

More operates more than 
90,000 fixed advertising panels 
around the world. It ato spe- 
daiiscs in other forms of out(k»r 
advertising including public 
transport and bus shelters, and 
supplies other stre e t fiiminire 
such as public lavatories. 


Mr J^ny insisted that the bid 
would lead to no immediate job 
losses at the group, which em- 
ploys 14X)0 people around the 
world. There will be no re- 
dundancies and no change,’* he 
said, arguing that the bid was 
largely a way for dear Channel 
to a presence in con- 

tinental Europe. He said the 
company was also prepared to 
back further erqpansion liy 
Monr. In November 1996, Mora 
£7Sm on an outdoor ad- 
vertising group in Sweden. It has 
also recently moved into Bel- 
gium and France. "Gear Chan- 
nel will give us an extreme b' low 
cost of capital," sad Mr Party. 

Lowiy Mais, Gear Channel^ 
chairtnan and chief executive, 
said he was "impressed” with 
More's management team. 

More will be able to use 
Gear Channel's network to 
build up its business in the US. 
Adshel, its display advertising 
group which supplies many of 
the bus shelteis in Irtish towns, 
has recently been battling for a 
huge £lbn 20-year contract to 
supply all the outdoor adver- 
tising in New York Gty. 

Mr Parry said that Gear 
Channel was not the first com- 
paay to have approached More 
about the possibility of making 
a bid. But analysis said Clear 
Channers ofier, wfaicb values 
the shares at 24 times 1997 earn- 
ing was unlikely to be bettered 
1^ a rival bidder. 

• The move came as More un- 
veiled a 39 per cent increase in 
pre-tax profits to £25 .5m on 
sales up 41 per cent to £l44m. 
Gear Channers bid includes the 
12.5p final dividend, which will 
be paid to shareholders as nor- 
mal. 



Zeneca stands up 

for independence 


By Andrew Yaoes- 


Bitter pilh Zeneca It was determined to maintain its bidep«idence 


ZENECA, the thiid-laigest group 
* mdie UK, saidyesmrd^ it was deteemined 
to independence and had not 

entered into ai^meiger or takeover talks 
with ovals. 

Sir Eiavid Baines, Zeneca’s chief exec- 
utive said 'diat any coiopetitor would 
have to be prepared to a substantiai 
premium tor control of Zeneca. 

His ebrnmente conte in respond to in- 
lyiOTilatim'stirT niindmg 21eiieca'S fu- 
tuie after merger talks. between Glaxo 
TXMlivwwa and StntfhltKne tt wv-Tiam hmfce 
down last week. The two diugsgiaiiis have 
been seen as natural predators for Zeneca 
in a tuibiileot industry undergoing rapid 
consoUdation. However lh^ are tboo^ 
lo be onlikefy to be willing to a high 
premium for the ocanpai^. 

Zeneca, wfakh h^ risra to new in^ 
on takeover speculation, fell 105p to 
2S05p before recovering in late trading to 
end up 5p at 26}5p. 

SmilhKUae's shares j ump ed 43p to 
780p on mounting qwculation that is 
could be on the receiving end of a hosrile 
Ind. Glaxo is still sounding out its iostitu- 
tiODaldiarehoIdeBabbutadealandisTn- 
moured to be reatfy to strite. Tliere were 
also talk in tte ina^t yesterday that oth- 
er drugs rivals, especially in the US, were 
alto sbowinga kcCT interest in SmithKliim 
after it two foiled attend to find a part- 
ner vrithin a month. 

Sr David said: *I do not believe that 
Zeneca’s diardioldeis will ea^ part wife 
their diaies eacepc at a sobstandal premium 
to where they are trading today.” 


He insfated that Zeneca did not oerf 
a partner and that the group’s organic 
growth was better than Glaxo s and 
SmilhKline’s. “Compared to our com- 
petitors our performance is pretty good, 
he smd. 

Zeneca plans to increase Its apenoi- 

mre on research and development fcom 
£443m to fSOOm thisyear, to compete wiih 

the likes of Glaxo and SmiihKlioe. It is also 

on the lookout foracquisitioiis. "If we can 

find the light opponuni^ ■ we have a strong 

un-geai^ balance sheet - we will move, 
feid Sir David. 

However, he questioned the rationale 
(rfthe Giaxo^mithKIine deal, suggesting 
that the idea of creating a research and de- 
velopment ^ant just meant that the larg- 
er group was under more pressure to 
produce blockbuster drugs on a more reg- 
ular basis. 

OveralL Zeneca yesterday amwnme^ 
a 7 per cent rise in profits to £1.08bn in 
1997. With 90 per cent of its busness over- 
seas, the strength of the pound wiped 
£178m off earningp. Ignoring this curren- 
cy im pa ct profits fose 24 per cent, well 
abenre the 15 per cent target Zeneca has 
set itsfttfi 

Underiying profits at the phannaceu- 
tkal divisfon rose 17 per ceo£| thanks to 
tiie laimc± of Aacdate, ail asthma inE Seio- 
qud, the anti-p^hotic treatment, and 
the migraine dnig. Pharmaceuti- 
cal were flat as Zeneca launched 

a ennsnm er adveitisiDg campaign and 
beefed up its sales force in the intensely 
competitive US markeL The results were 
in line with Qiy expectations. However 
Zftng fa said currency would cost it about 
another £89m this year. 




Hillsdown board considers de-merger 


BjrNigd Cope 

Gty Correspondem 


HILLSDOWN HoldingSi the 
Hartley jams and l^boo tea 
groiq), yesterday became the lat- 
est food oompaoy to announce 
plans that (»uld lead to a bre^ 
up or de-meiger. Alongside 
fiat full year profits of £153m, 
the company said it has estab- 
lished a board committee to 


consider the group’s structure 
and report to shareholders at 
the annual meeting in M^. 

Anahists expect KiOsdown to 
de-moge or hs non-food in- 
terests which include Eairview 
Homes, a housebuikler, amt die 
Qiristie 'Oder fuEnioire business 

While some observers said 
the group could foDow Dalgety 
and break itself up entire^, 
most analysts said tfiUsdown 


was like^ to retain its under- 
performing foods interests, 
winch offer the most room for 
improvemenL 

Rival food groups such as 
Unilever, United Kscoits, Dal- 
gety and Peikiiis Foods have 
recentb^ all announced restiuo- 
toring plans or seD-offo 
Hmklowii has been under 
pressure for years to reduce its 
coDectibo of di^Muate bnsfoie^. ’T 
.• ... . 


es and it stin has 10 (peotiag 
conqrani^ Its shares 'luye 
xaderpedonned toe market by 
more than 30 per cent amoe toe 
b^mim]gofl997andtoeman* 
agementled^GeorgeOreea- 
er, has sakl toere wffl te'*fo6 befy 
cows" in toe caxnaittee’saiiab^ 
as: 

Mr Greener said be hoped 
the buanesses mighr fetch a 
stcatqgfo preimum lite Dalge^ 

- 'WSVj' 1 -• 'f '• • ’«• 


achievedw^ its $piBei’s pet- 
.'fbpdsqpetatip^ S^Jon^'at 
Credit-XybiinaisLaiiig said this 
was unlikei^ **Who would wmit 
to pay a premiuin for ja^ cai^ 
ning and trisoiitS?’ 

Anabrsts said Qie br^-i^ 
'value of Dalge^ could be as 
high as 200p pei share, intS- 
cating a value of £1^4Sbn. This 
oonqMied to yesterday’s dosing 
price of 16^ up Sp. 
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BTR set for 
a new dawn 


IAN STRACHAN has made five re- 
sults presentations to the Glance tak- 
ing m’er as chief exucutivv of BTR just 
oivr two years ago. The previous four 
limes, investors gave his presentation 
of BTR’s slrate^ and prospects the 
thumbs up, only to find ihemseK'es on 
the end of a profit warning u few 
months later. Over the same time, the 
reformed eonglotncrate's shares have 
k>st 45 per cent of their value. 

As a result it's no surprise that in- 
wstOTK reacted cautiously to yesterday's 
full-year results, pushing the shares 
down 4.5p to lK7p. The figures were 
in line with expectations after last De- 
cember's profit warning. Sales from the 
engineering group - the busincs.ses 
BTR intend to keep - rose tw 1 1 per 
cent to £4.9bn when adjusted for the 
stmi^r pitund, while operating prof* 
its slipped to £77401. down 2 per cent 
on a constant cuneaey basts. 

Mr Ikraehnn likes lo talk about BTR 
:is a ftxniKcd growth cqgmecr, leading 
its markets and expan d^g its sales by 
consuintiy des'etofung innovative prod- 
ucts. Bui while he can ^‘c convincii^ 
cxarnNes of BTR subsidiaries doing just 
ihaL the numbcK paint a difierenl pic- 
tun^ fo three of BTR% four luy dh;Buns. 
profits fell while sides increased And the 
8 per am profits hike in Control Sys- 
tems w~as bigely down lo the Orst-iime 
inclusion of recent ucquisitiuns. 

BTR argues that these drops arc 
down iti •^'cifie factors: turmoil in 
South East Alda, sterling squeezing ex- 
pi>rLs. and cost (werruns on sgnaUing 
for the Jubflee line. But there is a 
hRuder trend. Sknviy but suzeb’. Mr 
Strachan is changing the old BTR eul- 
lure of concentrating on niche markets, 
expanding margins ,'ts far as they wQl 
pi and never invesiing. The problem 
is that, while the supertanker is being 
turned around. BTR\ profit marpns 
will foU. Las! year, the company's en- 
gineering busin««es rnodc a return on 
sales of 15.8 per cenL In the long term, 
they will end up some way lower. 

^ what is BTR worth? Mtmday's 
£23 q sale of toe packaging businesses 
wiped out net debt, while the remain- 
ing peripheral assets should raise at 
least another £lhn. That means BTR's 
continuing operations currently trade 
on a PE ratio of less than 10. Given the 
udtkd ct>mfon that Mr Stradian has 
alreato* idedged to gjve £2bn badt to 
shareholders, the share price rating 
looks undemanding even if BTR pro- 


BTR: At a glance 

IteMvabe: C7.6 1 bn, Shan price 187)1 ( 4.5p) 

fiverYear record 1^ 1994 


Hirnover (Ebn) 

9.77 

9.44 . 

9.78 

9i3 

8.09 

Pretax proRs (Qw) 

. 127 

, XM ■ 

; 



Earnings per share (p) 

23.8 

243 

2ao 

10.7 

21.6 

Dlvhfeods per share 64 

123 

.148 

- 18.1 

■ '12.0 

. '.m- 


Operating Profit 

K 


Aptanoto- 



duces DO profit ^owih at an in toe aim- 
ing two years. There have been many 
fo^ dawns, but this really docs look 
tike the bottom for BTR. Buy. 


Enterprise Oil’s 
bright prospects 


ms HARD for an ebullient Bel^ao 
like Piene Jnngds to underplay the per- 
formaiHK of Enterprise Ofl. But tlte 
group s chief eteoitive probab^ did so 
yesterdi^'when talkh^toouipro^Kcts 
for the UK's biggest eqdoratkia pn>- 
ductxxi compai^. The financial re- 

sult were down, pummelled by fail mg 
CTude prices. Pre-tax profits tomped 28 
per cent to £2S5oi hot the afiertex p^- 
ii, more relevant to an esqdosatioi]: 
sioriL onbr fell from £142m to £127m. 

The results were in line wfth ex- 


pectatiens, bat Mr Jungels ceitdidy did 

not gloss over the problem of die sub 
$14 per barrel ofl price. He mqiected 
a number of projects that &iteiprise 
is involved in to be hit, ineindmg the 
giant Gw Reid where it has a 15 per 
cent stake. Compared with the frothy 
presentation given by Lasmo last week 
IbBwasdiurstuffbte Enteiprise kai^ 
ihing'tnu a door cooqiaiQr. It is con- 
servathely managed but is sittiag on 
vriiat should be an exdling future. 
There were DO big oil finds in 1997 bur 
the company has already been hidcy in 
1998 and mth 30 welB being drfiled tos 
year there should be more good news. 
Enteipiise'k feture production profile 
looks ve^ promiaqg and reserves are 
up 13 per cent os last year. 

Best (rf an Eoterprise stfilhas a very 
kwv cost base. It lu costs rise slightly 
lastyeerandthisafieciedprofitabili- 
qr.bm it has launched a cca(±riown and 
can stin operate va^ more cheaply 
than most of its peers. E nterpris e has 


also got its eg^ in the r^^ basket Its 
core areas of activity are toe UK and 
Norwegian sectors of the Nwto Sea, US 
Guff and toe inoeasia^ hopeful Italy. 

This.year’s finaneiai perfbnnance 
d^nds on what happens to the oil 
price. Even on the most optimistic fisre- 
casts Enterprise, whose shares fdl 8p 
toS79p,istradingonaste^ multiple 
of 28. That said feture prospects look 
good. If you think oil prices wifi recover 
strong, then Enterprise tooukl be one 
for the investment portfolio. 

Ladbroke looks a 
sure-fire bet 


WHAT a difference a few years makes. 
When Ladbroke warned in November 
1995 .that the National Lotteiy was 
hammering ie betting shop business, 
its shares slumped to a low of 123p. 
Since then it has not looked back 
Akiog with the rest of the bettmg in- 
dustry is has mounted an inqiressiye 
figtitiMrir against the Lotteiy. intro- 
ducing s uccessful new number g»mes 
like 49s. Its HBtoa hotels borines has 
boomed on the back of a buoyant in- 
dustry around the worid. Last year, un- 
dertyingprofits jumped 39 per cem to 
£2^ 

So can Ladbroke keep ap this 
cracki n g pace? A maiketingagreeinent 
With HDusi Intetnational^toe US to 
unity the brand around the world has 
raked speculatipn that toe two wQL form 
a dosa bond However both sides have 
ruled out a merger for the ft»eseeable 
future due to. axnong other things, tax 
ptoblems. Aod there is stfll 00 sign of 
toe US group keeping its pronuse to 
buy at least a 5 per cent st^ m Lad- 
broke. That toe existing tie-up 
should be a lucrative one, and should 
b^ to pay off over toe next fewyeara 
And while LaiSnofce lost out on the big 
prize of feier-Condneiital botds to 
Bass, there k stifi scope to pick up plen- 
ty of smaller acquishioQS. 

As MMC enqnhy into its acquisi- 
tkm of the Coral betting dtain is on the 
cards, and Ladbroke may well have to 
ffve up more sites than H would like 
to. However toe deal should stin bring 
kmg-teim benefits. 

Indhroke’s shares remained un- 
cfianged.at 3(Sp yesterd^ in a foUmg 
markeL NatWesx Securities forecasts- 
cunent year profits of £268m, putting 
the fiiares on a prospective PE ratio 
ofl8.1tfodifficultlobetapjnscLari- 
bn^ givni its recent track leepid but 
the riiures lode about ri^t for now. 


Great-Universal steps 
up pressure on Argos 

GRE/UT Uofveisal Stores increased toe pressure on Argos 
yesterday when it critidsed management for failing to de- 
liver profit growth and delivering a "catalogue of disap- 
pohunmnts instead.’* GU5,whidi is bidding£1.6tn for Algos, 
told shareholders: *’We suggest they ask their Independent 
fiiiaixfo] advisttvtoat he or she belief the Argos tome price 
would have been today wftbout the GUS offer.” Li response 
Argos said: *Tf Argos is realty numing out of steam as GUS 
daims, why is h so keen to it off shareholders’ hands?” 

A^os sha^ were stiD trading well above the GUS offer of 
570p yesterday. Tb^ dosed Sp lower at 609p. 

Mirror Group in sale talks 

IRELAND’S Independent Newspapers and MiiTor Group, 
the UK media group, yesterday confirmed that they were in 
talksabouttbdisai^mThelnd^endentBDdib&Indqxndent 
on newqi^ieis. The Iiito oompaxiy, headed by Ibity 
OTteOty, broke its sQence amid reports that it was looking 
to double its Slake in Newspaper Puhlishiiig, udiich owns the 
Independent titles, by buying Mliror Group’s 46 per cent 
stake in toe firm, hfr O’Reflty’s compaity cuirentty owns 46 
per cent of Newspaper Pohlitonig. 

Laura Ashley reduces stake 

LAURA Atoley, toe troubled fim>i«hing s retailer, pi<ww to 
seD a ISpercteit stake in Lama Atoley Japan to Jusco CO 

Ltd for £9.5m. The sale will reduce Laura Ashley’s stake in 
Laura Ashlqr Japan to 26.7 per cent ftom 39.7 per cenL Jus- 
co, Laora Ashl^s Japanese joint veotoxe partner, will 
increase its state to 723 per ceuL 
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Hnisdown has already sold 
a string of buanesses in areas 
such as red meat and leather 
tanning. Ifesterday it annouDoed 
.profits np £3m to £153m on 
rafos of £2.6bn. Furniture and 
houstouildiDg unproved profits 
fiom.£41m to £62m. But prof- 
its feD in general foods whito in- 
dudes Uscuits and jams. Itofits 
in poultry and potatoes also feQ. 
The dividend was held at 7.8p. 


Astec 
three take 
Emerson 
to court 


REUTERS - Three minority 
shareholders in the power con- 
version company Astec (BSR) 
are taking Emerson Electric, the 
51 per cent US stakeholder, to 
court over its plan to oust Astec 
board members and btty out toe 
mioority stakes, a spokesman 
for the investors' groups said 
yesterday. 

A statement from the 
minorities said a petition had 
been filed at toe High Court on 
Wednesday nigbL 

The shareholders, frnftnaai 
institutions Electra Fl eming^ 
Nocwidi Union and Equitable 
Life, last ni^t presented a 
petition to the High Court 
under section 459 of toe Com- 
pares Act, which deals with 
aoion perceived as being prq- 
udic i a l to shareholders, 

A source dose to tbe.mi- 
nonties said a further foDE insti- 
tutional shareholders- Royd & 
Sun Alliance, Oerical Medical, 
Credit Suisse Asset Manage- 
ment and the Qiurcfa Commi&- 
sioncTS, plan to sign iqi to the 
oourc action. Tbgetoer these sev- 
en shareholders r epr esent 14.7 
per cent of Astec shares , 

The source said a total of 20 

minority shareholders repre- 
senting about 25 per cent of 
Astec stock have a>* lip a 
mg fuDd" to share costs of aity 
court action. 

Emerson is offering the 

shareholders 1 1 ip per share for 

their holdings, arguin g that it 

needs to buy out the fnlnfiritii*^ 
to address "cominetcial cfaal- 
hy Astec, partic- 

ulartymAsia. 

At M extraordinaiy share- 
holders meeting next Mond^, 
Emerson plans to vote through 
Its board changes. It has also 

^d that itwants to Wo* fehira 

«™ad payments -fbras long 
tort consiacts such p^enis to 

be ooDtrazy to the b^ interests 

of ud its shareholders". 

Tte minorities and. toe inde- 
P=«iratAaccdinworsEiia- 
son wants to oust say this offer 

a madequate. Astec directors 
wso azgoe that there is no need 

to suspend dmd^ payments. 













I 





1 



nds 
Kien 


ce 


•'— * t • 
I- 


f 




ger 


Jfc.v 


•if 

■<» 

fc:. 






Astcc 
three taw 

Emerson 
to court 


•a.4— 


27/BUSINESS 


THE INDEPENDENT 
FRIDAY 6 March i‘»08 

27 


ISmithKIine moves back into the bid ward 


TAICING STOCK 


market report 



DEREK PAIN 


SHARES of SmithKlliic 
Bcflfhain jumped 8$ 
VfeUcome uaSed around the 
City meetup fund manageis. 
in bu^ trading they <*KTntwt 
**3p to TSOp, their best level 
since the aborted flOOboisIas 
merger with Glaxo. 

the investing meet- 
ings leaving Glaxo down 2Jp 
at l,622p the obvious as- 
StmiDdon was that the dnigegv 
ant was edging nearer to 
mounting a hostile bid for its 
eishdiile partner. 

Glaxo is known to be con- 
sidering the poeability of a 
strike. Putting sudi a bid to- 
gether is, however, fra tight 
with cfifficulties. And the mes- 
sage emergmgfromthemeet- 
ii^ did not, acconfiog to smne 
stock market men, support 
the theoiy of a Glaxo 

Glaxo’s lumonred reluc- 
tance raised the posabQhy 
that American activi^ could 
re-appear. Before the Glaxo 
talks SB had agreed a merger 
with American Home Prod- 
ucts. Although such a deal is 


unlOsety to be resoseitated fol- 
lowing the bad feeling caused 
loss's behaviour, other US 
groups could be interested. 

Thm is awidespread view 
in the drugs indusay that SB’s 
two foiled mergers have left 
the group, if reluctant^, hold- 
h^ a for sale sign. Its shares 
hit 845p at the hdgbt of the 
GlaB) eschenoeo L A year 
they were 424p. 

The rest of the market 
drew some strength from the 

unchanged base rate dedaon 
but had to contend with wor- 
ries about New %dc; \riiidi al- 
though weak was less 
depressMl than antic^ted 

Footsie, at one time down 
104 points, closed 375 lower 
atS49S5p.Siq]iiortn% 
also gave ground. 

Banks were hit by NaMhst 
Securities. It downgiaded its 
recommendations bn 
and Atfiance & Lacester to sen 
and .moved its stance on 
lioyds TSB, Northern Rock 
and Abbey National from add 
to hold. Said NatWesf s hfoxk 


Eady; “Our evaluation mod- 
d is sa^Dg quite a few of t)^ 
areabitpimd^”. 

Halifax after foUic^ 20p, 
ended 2p lower at 923p and 
A&L ended 2p higher at. 
904w5p after foO^ 34.^. 

lioyds lost Sp at SSOp; NR 
feD 22,^ to 61 15p and ANmj 
55p to 1,14^ National Vfest-. 
urinstcr Nat West’s for- 
mer parent, gave 37p to 
l,Q53p. Other banks lowered 
mchided HSBC, SSp to l,7QSp, 
and Bank of Scotland, 2Sp to 
63:^ 

7bIq)hooes had their wir es 
crossed on the expected Mo- 
nopolies & Mergers Cmn- 
miari nn inquhy into mobile 
charges. BT f^ to 592^ 
and 'Kidafime lost 2(h> at 516p. 
Cable and Wireless softened 
1 35p to 5455p but Onmge re- 
sponded with a 3p pin to 
32^ saying the probe wOl 
make little impacL 

Computer shares suSered 
on the back of the profits 
warning frexn US diip maker 
Intel Sage softened 625p to 


l,2325p and Mi^ fen 60p to 
2,^p.Wednesd^s proftt 
wainmgs continued to extract 
their toQ. DFS Ftaniitnire fell 
a ftmher 245p to 439p and 
chemical group Mecouic 
slumped 7(^ to 2075p. 

Ado Wsfos ApptelOD, the 
padca^g and paper group, 
kept .up ite re^dv^ gaming 
115p to l^p cm a 61 percent 
profit advance to £216.1m. 


Share Spotlight 

.Shan price, pence 
210 



David S Smith moved ahead 
a fiiTtber 2p to 217.5p. Arca- 
dia, the retailer, retreated 
D Jp to 487ip 

gan Stanley caution. Neal, 
stiSsmaxtmgfromGrentlhu- 
vc9^ Stores apparent lade of 
interest, fell a ftulher 22p to 
712p. 

Rolls-Royce, on its figpies, 
was the best pc^onnu^ blue 
chip, up 16.5p to 252Jp Bsw- 

erG» recovered 30p to 790p 
on Goldman Sachs su^mn 
and waters were firmer with 
Thames Water up 28p to 

886p. 

Safeway, the supermarieet 
chain, WHS hoiSted 135p tO 
387p on renewed bid hopes 
and Sdiroders responded to 
Morgan Stanley bid talk with 
a 75p gain to 2,230p. 

More, the advertising 
group, soared 19(h> to 1,Q2^ 
on the agreed £446m US bid; 
other adverusxng groups im- 
proved with Maiden up 425p 
to366p. 

Aiitours, the holidays 
group, added 8p to 468p on. 


it is thought, ABN Amro en- 
couragemeot. 

Magnum Fotwer surged a 
funber 62Sp to 2a7Sp on in- 
oorrecl suggestions stockbro- 
ker CoUn Bladdx)um had 
built a Slake; Springwood. the 
leisure group, jumped 24p to' 
132Jp, reloading to the 
Charies Stanley p^t esti- 
mates. 

Stavel^ Industries finned 
to 130p. The salt to measur- 
ing equipment group is one of 
the targets of Sir I^n Brier- 
l^s Guimiess FeaL It lifted its 
holding to 12.2 per cent,, ac- 
quiring one million shares. 
Guinitess is bidding for Bhi^ 
bird Toys after bufldiag a 
stake. 

l^bolstay, a furniture 
retailer, firmed to 1424p 
against December's )0Sp 
flotation. Three stores are 
near to opening, lifting the 
phaifi to 15 and adding 28 per 
cent to selling space. Tbe 
stockbroker CoUins Stewart 
increased its profit forecast 
from £3.7m to £4m. 


Ihe BGR restannuU ««*«* 
food group was the (oast of 
AIM, dosing at 220p, ^laln^t 
a 160p ptodng by stoGkbndoer 
Beeson Grogoiy 

The companj; headed by 
former chef Tbiiy Allan, runs 
the renow u Bank restaurant 
in London's Kingsway and 
has a food dfvisioii snppiyinp 
a host of betels and restau- 
rants, including London’s 
Savoy Hotel and The Ivy; 

It intefids to develop a 
chain of fish brassieres and is 
likriy to replicate the Bank 
formula in other dties. 


lt*s togetbeniess at recruit- 
mmit groups PSD and Prime 
ftople. PSD has 29.9 per cent 
of Prime People and the two 
are based at London’s 
Butlers WharC Now they are 
presenting their final Ggores 
on the same day - next 
Tuesday 

Many suspect a merger 
cannot be far way; Prime 
People rose 25p to ILSp, 
antidpating a sharp pr^t 
advance - to more than 
£4004M)0 - and, perhaps, the 
loi^-snspecled takeover bid. 
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North Sea 
oil fields in 
danger as 
prices dive 



M. 



Bf Teiry MacalifCer 


BRITAIN'S largest aqploratkm 
and production company yes' 
icrd^' issued a oark warning 
that development of the giant 
Gair Field and smne of the 140 
small North Sea oil accumuia' 
lions could be postponed be- 
cause of rock-bottom oil prices. 

Enterprise Oil said that 1998 
had started "quite pret^ badly” 
\vith oil prices at their lowest 
le>‘el in real terms for 25 years. 
This would not affect produc- 
ing fields but it would bit new 
developments, it said. 

Pierre Jungels. chief execu- 
the of EnierpTEe, blamed crude 
prices for a 28 per cent slump 
in his tvA,'n company's 1997 
profits. "Clair is at risk and so 
is the [Norwegian North Sea] 
waterflood project at V^aU,” 
he said. Mark Hope, technician 
dia’cior at Enicr(msc and chair- 
man of the oil industries trade 
association Brindes added: 
"Some of the 140 [small] fields 
could be dekqred by lower oil 
prices.” 

Industry analysts agreed with 
this pessimistic scenario. Alan 
Mar^all, energy ^>ecialist with 





Pierre jungels, chief eM eoitnre of Eftterprise, blamed a drop m crude prices #ar a 20 per cent slump in profits In 1997 


Robert Fleming said he was 
sure they were right. "It looks 
like phase one of Cbir could be 
delayed until a clearer picture 
emerges on the future of oil 
pribs. VkUiall needs a lot of in- 
vestment and smaller accumu- 
lations are always vulneiable to 
tow prices.” 

With the bendimaik Brent 
Blend Crude hitting S13.45 
(£8.15) per barrel for March de- 
livery, Entetinise also said it was 
important there was no change 
in the North Sea fiscal regime 
which is under review by gov- 
emmenL 

With the CbanceQor, Gor- 


don Brown, conqdeting work on 
his 17 March Budget, Mr 
said "The lo^ isso powerfol." 
He said he would be surprised 
if the Treasury did not keep the 
current system roughly the 

sama. 

De^'te the uncertain^ over 
prices and taffis, Enterprise said 
h was committed to a record 
£S00m of expenditure this year. 
Butitadmitteditwantedtot^- 
en up on ^lending. The oQ com- 
pany’s cost of sales rose from 
£6.10 barrels of 03, equivalent in 
1996 to £6.48 last year which was 
above its target of £6.20. This 
coupled with production delays 


and lower ofl prices led to the 
dn^ in pre tax profits from 
£355.4mto£254.Sm. 

The compare also revealed a 
frJl m net incone to £127m from 
G.42m fast year. *7he lesnltswoe 
pretty much as expected. The 
numbers were weak compared 
with last year because of higher 
costs; kiww oiiqiut and declining 
o3 prioBS.” said Jonatban 
analyst at Menill lyodi. "Year- 
onyear it’s about a 25 per cent 
dedine in net income if you strip 
out the unusual items.*' Anrxb- 
er analyst at a leadiiig brokerage 
said a total dividend ofl7.4pper 

diaw p slightly riis a i j^ m inttng 


against estiniatia of 18p at the top 
oftiteiange. 

The results fall slight^ be- 
low our forecasts but not con- 
siderably,” said the anal^ 
‘'What we really need to see is 
good comments in the analysts 
TTii»«»ring We don’t expect to 
downgrade our estimates.” 

Enterprise said it replaced 
181 per cent of its production 
in 1997, increasing resexv^l^ 
13 per cent year year. 

The reserve iqdarem^ ra- 
tio looks good at 181 per cent,” 
said Mr 'Wight) iTs all old 
reserves that have been booted, 
there’s no new discoveries.” 


Royal & SunAlliance reports higher savings 


REUTERS - Royal & Sun- 
AJliancc, the insurant giaDt 
formed from the merger of 
Rc^ Insurai^ and Sun Al- 
liance, yesterday said annual 
savings from its 1996 tie-up 
were likely to reach £235m by 
the end of this year, up sharply 
from the £175ffl or^aUy pre- 
dicted. 


An additional 300 jobs, 
moolyoveiseaaare fo^'oD top 
of the 5,000 initially foiecastas 
part of die int^tadon of the two 
businesses. 

Wle expected savings firan 
the merger have increased, so 
too have the one-off costs of 
achieving them, tqi from £^lm 
to £26Sm, the increase being 


charged against 1997 eamfng s. 
The group reaffinned its com- 
mitment to keeping a tig^t oon- 
iTol of its capital base as it 
armoQDced it would retuni an- 
other £145m to shareholders. 

The group has already 
promised to buy back up to S per 
oent of frs shares and oomplet- 
ed jua over 2 per cent last year 


at a cost of £153m. News of the 
incxeased saviqgs accanq>anied 
(hsappointing figures for 1997 
wfaii^ sent the shares sharply 
lower in early trading. 'The 
shares ended ibedaydem 12p 
at 741p. Whfle pre-tax curat- 
ing profits for the 12 months 
rose more than 14 p^cenc to 
£809m, tii^ M wdl riiort of an- 


alysts* forecasts of £869m- 
£900m. The divuieod was in- 
creased by 105 per cent to 21p 
whfle the net asset value per 
sharewasiq) 16 percent to 4^. 

Ttetiionhdlwas largely down 
to a rise in the level of lesehies in 
its international dirition foOomqg 
a leriewoflxmiiesses mfialy, Aus- 
rraiia - anri the Caribbean. 


PEOPLE & 
BUSINESS 
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ON the that tte Bank 

tn lam inierea rata 

BromackasrtisedteanBdet IB interest^ 

dSvM. Is tlw Chancellor 

onaguessntotBiWiBOeoige’soeaiiwrewill 

the dtyscreen on-line magazine carnM^ 

_ ^ c..;..tl,*aM>nrvAludveS- 


NEW LABOUR is about to tell the accoun- 
tant profession wfaetber it can go on regu- 
lating jt gelf, free from some new-fonglcd 
watchdog. Tte beu . counters will not be 
ther^rei, hy the antics of Austin 
MitdwiI, the maverick Labour MR who is lak- 

ing up a murky episode the As- 

sociatioa of Chartered Certified Accountants 

(ACCA) 

Alm^ exactly a year ago ACCA h^ a . 
. discq^iiaiy hwaring^ at vriiidi it admonished 
its anm'\^ee-JtesidemJMTIkits; ordered him 
to pay costs of £3,100 and decreed that the 
decasion be pid^hed in the professional and 
local pzess.Mr^^ had alieai^ reined over 
remarks he made' at an EGM in November 
1996 when he oiridsed Pram Sikkn. a pro- 
fessor of aooountaoqy at Essex Univetsity and 
ootspoten critic of AOCA. Mr Rfhits accused 
hfr Siidca of being anti-Semitic for seeking 
EGMs on Satnid^ and suggested the i^- 

fessor form his own ocgamsaiioD: “Worldwide 
Association of N(xv<haitered Certified Ac- 
ootmtaols.” (Work it out) 

Bast foew^ fo this Eehniaxy. Mr Mitchell 
wrote to Anthea Rose of ACCA, asking 
vriietber Mr M^h^s admnntefiTnent had been 
publicised in the association's magazine, 
Certified Accounted as ordered. Ms Rose 
wrote back to him on 10 Frinuaty: "Unfor- 
tunat^ it would qipear from dreddng back 
copies of (>tjfiedy4ooountenr for the reievaot 
period that detafls of tite dedsiem did not sob- 
sequentfy appear in the magazme.” 

‘Tfotwitbtiaodiiig tiiefact diat the relevant 
staff in the and FR departments axe no 

longereaqikyed by ACCA, I have investigated 
tile matter ai^ it appears that there m^ have 
been a r^rettable adminutrative failixre in 
this reqiect.” Mr Mhcfaell fired bade on 19 
Bebrnaiy: T am astonished by [ydiir letter’s] 
contents.” The MP went on to berate ACCA 
for fofliue to communicate with its overseas 
members, jfrflure fo bold ‘'open” hearings, and 
much more besides. No doubt Ms Rose and 
her cdleagoes at ACCA win be hofring tiiat 
Mri^'tcheS^ mfiueoce in hfow Labour is as . 
limited as it appears.' -ii 


Peftrers- Aiinorngnanw 

today: ^ <io hopeful^ benefit the 

name recogmtioD. Our owner Geosy Brown 

(irorelatkm) finds it very amusing. 

“On the other band, its OK now be<a^ 
the Chancellor ^ quite popular in. the Oiy. 
Whether it would effect us if he became un- 
pc^nlar I don't know. 

(X) T T ^lidi provides 

tetepbpny services to the Oly and other 6- 
nan^ centres, has appointed a new managin g 
director for the UK, Jonathan mtis. 

Mr Whtts, a Lancastrian with 20 years »- 
perience in the oorqiaters and telecoms in- 
dustries, was prevfoiBly managing director of 

NB3, the largest «"gie Public Access Mobile 

PaH^^ ^y!rator in Europe. NB3 provides ra- 
dfo services for over IJHW Tteco deli^ 

Idcles, for instance. • • 

Tim Hatfield graduate s^ ^ brief at 

is to "man^ growth and m aint a in our hi^ 
levels of service to customera." He adds that 

Colt is more nmfole than its larger rivals such 

as BX Not Hiffimitj I would have thoughL 

CHRISTIAN BARTHOUN started on Mon- 
day as a mana^n^ duectOT of Bandays Cap- 
ital in Paris, where he will promote the frill 

taugp of tte invKtmeot bank^ SBivkes fo bua 
ness dients in France. 

Mr Baitholzn spent the prewous years 

as managing dire^r for the Heoch opera- 
tions of Bank of America in Paris. Between 
1974 and 1986 he weirted for CStibank m Paris, 

r>^hianrft and New Yoric. He has an MBA. 
from Columbia Business School 

meanwhile over at NatR^t, the bank's 
. Gldial Fhiandal Ivbikets (GFhQ dmacm has 
recruited RaBq Miaidi, 32, to be its Senior Prc>- 
prietaiy Tlader. 

Mr Rafic previously worised at Lehman 
Brotbm and Bankas IhisL Nat^R^ formed 
GFM last August to run its treasury, foreign 
CTdiang e, interest rate trading money mar- 
ket and corieocy options operations. In con- 
trast to NatWest Madeets, vdiich has moreor 
less been ooKEqdel^ sold 0 ^ GFM Qow daims 
to be the biggest buriness of its kmd in Eu- 
rope, and the second bigg^ in the world. At 
Least Lord Alexanderwill have something to 
bequeatii to the neact NatWest -ChaiimaiL 

PPMTnjm.tnhralMMRngw-ftynejar^iQnd 
(firecton will be appranted fnance dsecto' des- 
ignate from the'end of 1999 and will replace 
the presmt mcuodiem C3nis(opba 
he retim at the end of 2000. Rentokfl added 
tiiatlbd BrownJdanagtogDirector Regioo IV 
wfllbeappomted chief opeialmgofficer,asfiinn 
1 July and Che mao^gmgdzrecknaof the fiue 
■ legioBs wffl rqiori dno^ to Imn. 
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SooBberg ora sponsoring the re-operring cdebrotioris of 
the Serpentine eoltary, ReBsington EorSona, LondM U2 > 
Brltoln's aosc pepulir ontaaporary art gallery > 

Tbe SAIlery opens to the public on Satur^or ZSth februory, 
oOBlssion ^rae > Per further Information coin 
OlTl'-aOZ 60a > fUise ft ywa* business to be there. 
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Monk takes the Kelso 
i*oute to Cheltenham 


Edmondson 

are available to. 

rmd^eisattheChelienhani 

. Festivdl. London sleuths, how- 
ever, wm have to get their wav 
a^ from Baker Street to 
. jjt Khig's Crk thh morning if iw 
im to coUen the vital in^ 
matioo. 

A tram to Sootti^ soldier 
counoy in Kelso may lead to 

some pci«iasive evidetts for the 

banning of the Coiswolds’ 
great jamboree, which starts a 
- w^Tuesday. CjordonRidaitis 
wm be sprinkling around the tbs 

when he saddles three 
Greystoke’s guns for a 

piece of work after racing. 

Hie Grey Moot Addington 


Bqi^d Unguided Missile aie 
aU Chehcaham bound if th^ do 
not make fools of themseivcs 
afteinoon, and any hint to 
their weD-^reing will causea rip- 
ple m the ante-post mariwtf* 

It will not be cfae^ for the 
sofbes to gain their pleasure. 

win ifflve to trav- 
el to Berwick-on-lWe^ the 
nearest stadoQ to die GODise^ and 

from there ft is 22 miles by 
to Ae course. Barter for the &ie 
the tamo^-shantered di i » e i 
Once in sitn there may be a 
problem with those a p » 
predate Aefttodcer. On-couree 
picmcs are cot allowBti^ almost 
uniquely, at Kelso. Richaids, 
thoD^ win hear no ill of the 
hosts in border country' ‘‘The 
ground is good at ICelsn and 
th^ have been land enm^ti to 
let me gp,” he said yesterd^.* 


Ihe Grey Monk remains at 
1^1 for the Gold Gup even 
tbou^ he has been the victim 
of bacteria] mischief over rec^ 
months and now there is that 
great dodc-watching exercue 

with Tinii^ thfe raw» rima 

‘'Hb ne^ ^ idle work I can 

RICHAIID EDMONE>SON 
NAR: McGreior The TbM 
(Kabo 3.20) 
•NBtWefah^ 
fNewbury 5.HQ 

give him,'* Gordon said. 

Addiogfon Boy is "in good 
ftmnT. fbllcaring a rece n t 
over hnxdes at Newasde ai^ 
m^yet beone of theliveUest 
oiitsi^ camfidatesfor the Bhie 
Riband, while Uqguided AfissQe 
has dre^jped ftosn the higbest 
echelon and more prosaic taigets 


have beat Imed up frirlm'lie 
is in the IQm Mirir and the race . 
that used to be the Ritz Qub,** 
RKbardssaid. 

Discussions win also be tak- 
ing i^ace at the Jodcey Onb fol- 
low^ Royston Ffrench's 

to appeal against the 
suspensicfi 1^ was ^ven fiir 
pt^eiing a non-trier, at 
Wbtveahaopton on ^fednes- 
d^. The jodcey was suspended 
for seven days and his mount,' 
Lady Jazz, for 

‘Ttoystra wiD ^ipeal," the 
jockey^ agent, Ibny {find said 
yesterday. "He's iqjset because 
. dicyreinanaating he didn’t 
and be <fid. He's ve^ down. U 
you go through the focm book 
like 1 do yonH know that the best 
the horse could have done was 
fmwh third. 

"Royston lut tbehozae three 


BHB backs Ladbrokes’ takeover of Coral 


JOIOl McOR^RI^^, Channel 
4 Rat^>caricaiure of a betrieg 
pundit, oeveitheless spoke for 
many yesterday when reacting 
angrby to tbe.British Hoiserao- 
ing Board's dedsion to sanction 
Ladbrokes’ takeover of Coral. 

'Gistram Ricketts, the dtief 
executive of the BHB, said 
“BHB has advised the OFT 


diat, in seeking to assess the im- 
pact of the meiger on compe- 
tition in the betting indost^ it 
took note that Ladbrokes has 
agreed to sell 133 bettmg offices 
to the 'Ibte." 

But McQirick was quick to 
go on the offonave, ssying; 
‘Nothing more exemplifies the 
spineless leadeiahip of the 


BHR Not for the first tm^ 
they are unable to take into a^ 
count die wdl-beiog of racing 
- hardly snrpnsmg without a 
punter or bookmaker oh the 
BHB. 

"Hopefully the OfBoe of 
Fair ‘Gading realises that fair 
txaifiag is sabotaged when more 
than 36 per cent of a huge in- 


dustiy is in the hands of one 
group. Now it is up to the OFX 
the Monopolies and \foxgeis 
CommissioD and the Preadenf 
of the Board (rfliade, Margaret 
Beckett, and not racing’s dis- 
credited rulers to ensure that 
punters have a wide choke and 
healthy competitioiL’’ 

ian Davies 


HYPERION 

2.20 Pharmistice 3.50 Hazard A Gueaa 

2.50 Maraud 4.20 Ask Me Later 

3.20 Son Of iris 4.50 Brambles 

(KNNGSQO^ 

eUnduknig cot 0 sa Rm^n o( tvvo tulongs. 

eCeme b N of town ofl B64SI AOiasSKm: Club £ 120 ) SatuUM dOneMm 

tBfsak C7 (CARS G4 aceenipsnied undeMSs tae). CAR MRK: ftas. 

SLEAOIMC TRAirmRS: iin M Rmi^r SS-ttS ao2«X M Hanmend a*--no pistq, 
G Rieharit W04 (aX2Wt J Howard Jetaaon 17-«0 ( 18 S «1 P UofiMlh 6-123 
elfADINO JOCICVS: P Mwan 47-143 P29NI A DoaUn 23-64 B Stony sa-ns 

fam R oarrity (2SS14 L Wyor 6«g (68%i j Cei^iMi U-6B m 
ePAVOUIVrE& 61-389 fUUSJ. 

BUHRBtH> HRSr Tina Nona ^ 

f o on ! CYreLALEXANDERIffiMORIAL NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
^ £4,000 added 3m If Penalty VUue £3,(bs 

1 URP3 SOLSGnrrHpqpafaaiaRnnamtJBac^rils L ijp 

2 20fi EWMgBlEBMWFBtaWDC&aBLUwgoasa .. — . ...■.....-RSappla 

3 pfoai coi»rcro ai ns r(g)(g(iwTiantfwiane7Ti8 RHeMO 

4 aamj ASKFDRBWWEV(7qpuenBaAmUd)BWMal9«2 ....JtSMh 

$ oauai CNiaWOrm(R^X»aMattRRM 4 DURe 8 S 8 ..-...-...JBiaW 

6 OHF GAnAMCHMSmahaXSBMatlMBSaanirilS HrJCiSnffl 

7 44n DGSr«nEIW6(iqpadlUy)PKHv91l2..... .W0«a 

8 C6IP4P MPH0P(N)|DJIm)MM 8112 DBallv 

9 -aWM JACKDQRV(iq^MaiennS(MG4MiSB«taina6n2.JlrUaa±iaBan 

6 34m-F KBGSlANEmiJMDBi4JDnai>2 B9aajr 

SP2344U MM n C ft pamaROeaOMPPWaiua. TRad 

e CTiM- MBiaMURmwvBPNnowaNooct-jrtaBaMJehMaan aobmai 

aa2P4Ps HUSCBLnzmoiiacafaietaearaN«isniiiaBiiai7n2_..^Nito 
a 6W WlliasTIICEtW)PtktaH6det6aASBawfc7aa IHnW 

e«48V3 ■ -PCd*wy 

« P»P 1lODMnRDeAl£0lO^S i e i iaa Sai la4Miig>NieatRdalS1l2JtlViW 

->4Sdaead> _ . . 

BBTlttt*aSaai hi ai r .tM rHww KWSalpi4t4iemrllia W |iaaa , M 9 o la Bbfc.10-1 
rt ii aiWrA r i “~rT~'"~' — 

ear. Kdao 7 a a B atBw G- 1 R 

SWANBlsntBRTa W hart h Mnar)i whan Papariakig baa CaBamoy, eainet ha* 
dona anv dnaoB bacauta ta want to GaM Drty Bvtdwa aar and won n eofnrin» 
inniaihtnn idaiS^vhWalyalaridlarekowdlapartfraniaraitodaaihtl^Bwafr 
balar fMdwd ]ua OHW akH iMaBe cirer X «*d- plae^ SHipw, taa SaartMa won 
aaaiy and «■ ba fBKM to baaVipa agah daapNa va paatV Sacond to tha ntid^ 
knaoMd CHPpad Out a SadBBWj an BsRho DaK Caaairey taa wtai stataa to »h a 
laca of tNa avt but la mea a ihaaA ha w(l havaia bnpiM Solagiilh would han 
gena doaa a V twf Iw Ming a tha M in toe handeap won by Mr Kiiitwit but lhara 
%w»Qrt¥tt«aetunnaaandltianaBnatob»aeanh w >walhaaeiyatol8lrip;Oop|iar. 
taint doea han too nacaaaaty aafTWn, but a waa a waak nwaa* laea tha awwoi 
ham nJawary and toe ground waarnudiaoRer. Sataotfon: SWMeSTBt 
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2 6 BfO TARGET pq (tot GMOaaWIR Man « 12 APbW*i 

3 2D BROCnMEUNE(a){DPMMfl|UsttlMyVn PAaa 

4 QP50 oenONlADn(iaaMkwn)WK«apett LW|wr 

5 2 HBnA6E(TqpAaSABmaSMaStaialM«in PCwbaBjr 

6 06 MSmie6»»|lllJUBain}J0ew«6 Btoany 

,7 jOBRUE(m<bKi^9toaaU4ABaenn. 

>8 2D MORMAN CONQUEST {USA} pUffl&KAKDtoaMMttonmmlSe DBitday 

g Q KIMVSFRDHtCKVEM(6)gKlCRadBg|UHannml«G RGtoilll 

t PP SVmra»CHAieCRnXtoiMrHcUn|NlJiM4JHaiMaie6...TSMM(J) 

n 80 -ianiiANBi)6FvnB|GWMi«n HrLiawiitT) 

e « TRBUUffiHaiMVSaiewntBiiiKHgawtss : 

g 0 HieHiyigpgnapqfaca tojivttoiA Baiyer BHaab« 

BETTWG; S-1 1 HarllagA 4*1 Mtowd, »mnqta Rn HaaMO, 8.1 Bncana Una, l»l Nmaan 
CoMUMt 18-1 Big ItoBil, 36-1 Mghlir RHpataa. 86-1 adm 
04 Stmdl 4 « « U WJw 

HearrAGE. WM wm too King Gaom» V HBIM^ to R5toA« 

ttf* Miad arauoh to tnalto a itovAe dahut evaf hadha bol Ito aacond tt 20 ta^. 

tavi r^iuj.] vtowa to GoHian ftoth waa mi a bad aiart. ttaiito||n<di have id bwtto a 
to luadfy tha gQOOOgtopite^butha.weg^ 

SSieSwMSmfTK»«*°»^'Btohaiacehimftoffllltoi aM d.Mto^haa dw 


FORM GUBIE 

MAJOR BBJ. ws gwantoed to M Ha mxa dffiait iaaowing Ma aiRcaaaU 605/96 
campa(ga and he towitoout a wh WiBB Bangor ftat ttna out lato saaaea Ha tototh to 

Sonor B Betniltt to Chaflariiain in Oaeantar ahoM ha atB haa plenty of afaiiy, theudx 
and on 1 Mb baOer going l» ahoiAt nMe more of a taoa of ft wih Beaehy Head tnwi 
ha dd at toraa watos mA whan ha was anehorad by 6 aim on ^Dind that waa 
tar too iBStng. MdtoBMiaatobeaer off wfth Oc aehy Head who does not dap^ an 
pianty of cut Ha haa a leading townca^ along wtti ftteOraenr Ttw TIM, who fwi wol 
to Nantaury IBK tftna but }ust toint Cowt Mabdy too pireng on iwi-jn On Na bant 
aiail Son Of IrtB waa ptSad 1^ ft) toa Qtato Vbriahaa wen by Speaker VllbatoedX a race 
in wNcRMAlor Bel M to too nth whan toB fei contortkn Son Of Ins was going tha 
way bafora OoncaatHt hnwwi and there nwto be a chance ha can put toto nin btoind 
han with tha atabia g^ waft General Cominand eeiid saMy need thta totar firtohtag 
an injured 1IM faahM nyarb Nap to Cheltanham juto wxter a year ago but at 6 years 
of age he a eertakSy youtg toieigh to bouica back and a big pkis b that he wen firat 
dine out h hb dm aaaaona wfth Gordon RUtotda. Saiactioitt MAJOR BELL 

l o enl HENNESSY cognac SPECIAL SERIES RNAL NOVICE 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £20,000 added 2m 2f £13,615 

1 2tr i m e P BWnJWEWWtHaretAi^ f tol todM WaMibiMySlig— tiSitoh 

2 3Q2W tHZUBAGUB8(tqgM6PmneaenitlSBMiiMail6 ASSIbMi 

8 g AlfftEPAMmBtWpqPPSlOftMWfl— bySfIg PM"" 


4 08MB BAUADIMSrna.(7)|GEan^JREri3Btod61l2. 


..PCnbwy 


HNnidtoaa 

ADcMta 

PMtoB 

tW|wr 

_^PCnbii^ 

B Stony 

LASSiBlh 


RGtoiliy 

V^TSUMPi 

._MrL-|breb(7) 

RSrea* 

BHairiba 


B 081 OASSICBUUOq(CbBdBBbodN9dcFI4UaDHMiaSn2 L«h« 

a 4BS» JJBWOO{249ttBdibpe)UHwniondsa2 BStony 

7 8 v»LBMcroRreqmfB«qpifeieihan2 ADatMi 

a 11 DO«urBi(USA}oq(q(n«caMyS4lllbimcnd488j Render 

8 m i£tfma6(id4M*SLRM«0DigTie4«B jcsbgban 

-Sdidtoad-' 

BErTBiftS2Alpft»PMeMt10MDOMp«Mto(5-1lJ4toMyLhiAS1ChBdeEBqi,a>11Ua- 
rifetam Bdbd IlnWat Mbaa W-1 A earn SS-U J BMoe 

w: ItonlB 6 n 6 P Nm M (Mb M ibMbri 8 itot 
POHMGUaiE 

Tha ta* fcuwaaMlds that haw net in pmvtouB SMa htoto not bean good enough, but 
DEEP aCATS eeidd ba a tough oppomt tor the flidar hudbre after two aasy wins on 
thb coutaa Ms fHCHtt ibaulfiig'h an aaay fire length besdiig of siaUamtoe J J 
boo to heavy (pDuto On ballar gmsto a nnnihagn Deep WMar seMy bruhad adds 
jitoriM rM Robbo and, a* ha itwwad abity on ttto going on too FU, than b away 
reaaon to KtopoH ha «S nn wal on ihb toanr airtoee M^ Rareleyb ttaiea wtonare 
of die final (MNa4 ^"xy A Mank^ were tol liddwi by Pater Mrea who a^to wM) 

Atoina Panther deapIlB fire taid that he MbhecManto bmd when bat of fin flrtWwiB 
hantort nbiQnr rir» id H n nra dn f n l wn n h ni m a lrii|]lli nnrt n hnff tiy itaMn n tor I nil 
panrtrir I toe nt Mmir a iH i finlnfn h n iw t iHiInn ranlhnr h TTi hnttnr ntf with f nfirjn n fftj 
Ltoa and maeta tha tobngi h Nawcaade iNrA Ctoaaie Ea^, on ihe aanw totrna^ al- 
though Ladgandry Una b eberly uaeM to Ha own fiM that Nswcaaito wh coning aA 
tofhehadeuadiatoadter^naintog C Bi S n f haratoDeeantoar.VlftdBCtoaaleEatfBnBa 
abltteilnd,hbeenitortahdawtolnaftlcw*Mmhand ^ confinnaiiabfcigoodheart 
anc^rehahaa im nlB d ai 1 ha*mffinniWeianadatcewwGlonipraba Myto^ a cth>n 
to totoiore agalrL Saiaciton. PgP VWHt 

rron \ NEWTON INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT AMATEUR 
RIDERS HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) £4,500 added 
3m 4f Penalty Value £3,203 

1 RMDB KnanBA»«D(n)(EBigg8BRUtodiS80 HrAMn-{7} 

2 -88IP cmi)HBOV(iqiCO}htoJDGaodHkw)MiJOoodHbw81l8JlrRHtoaC9V 
a <22MF A8KMEUUBI(ie|n(niiiMVftoil8ldBSMbfi»989,-JbMMBdfauna{5) 

4 aasi gAfajBfsn im 'p 6 {Q(DH(&awiPgij<M"itoiD »60 ivctawrAB 

5 -S4S3 1IUDae>nq(CMnytMsJSBny980 IhCfltanyfg 

6 aS« GRMEDa.P4(MsUMty)PBwia<860 MRlWatiyn 

7 808SO mseClErTEttqRtatDi)toM4MsDUanDiC«D HbaPHobBeafSB 

-Tdsebred- 

Utotaan satato fOto Ihia randbsp aagte OMiSW SM an m 8" htoi Gw ObbT 

MUtMtoCbtalbMab 

BEIUNto 74 AM Me Ltorell-4 eaudk Ban M mtitaby Sbait Wd BtotorTtaea Abnd, S-1 
Midktoi, 1S-1 Onto DbA 4B-1 Use CetaNa 

-BBh Otrn» Biu 8 V 1 Ui u BiBitara (1 } 4-1 (Mb S B^uia} 8 ran . 

FORHQUDE 

ASK IE LATB1 ndght ba tha anawac ann though ha » baalsn a neck and the same 
by CtoOWt Boy and D’AiWay Bbito here In Oacantwr and b al(^ woraa off todw 
waighla Al three herea renrnedbrataly tost tana but Atoc Ma Latarb lirad tal 11 Baadw 
Headb nca at Ayr canw otoy Ihn totar ha had won to Nawcaalto and ha WBB 10b 

out of the handed Had ha sitoiad on Mb faet to ^ Aak Ma Ltoar woUd prebaMy hare 
finbhsdhlientcitCaiitoBeKpuaBdifibBhtadDGrnAieDaPrDnhthaadwsNBw- 
eatola in tha maanttna. Not that CbOSi Boy can be niad out on Ns taeto aaeto Ha and 
nettoid me beat Stop Tha WMar to tin race to 608 and finbhad second to Off Tha 
Bni in bstyaae DAfblay Sbato can metre hb piastoieaMl pnwkfed ha doea not aufter 
tarn a brelan btood reaaai, aa tree tha caw to hb tatato race to CattarMc, whla Btotar 
Tlmaa Ahead would haw a dianca Judged on hb eernabaeft aacond to Son Of Ills to 
Catfida. gBiwrtton: ASK ME LAIBt 

1 ^ erti SHIP HOT^ EVEMOUTH HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
I El £3.000 added 2m 2f Penalty Wdue £2,220 



Results 




iMnFpj^l DENT 


0891 261 + 

NCWBU gy 1^^ _??L 

972 982 


983 



I BS 








or four times in the sbatyjbt and 
they told him he didn’t tiy. And 
the traitier phoned to say the 
boise was a bit lame this mom- 
n^vd]ii± rnorepossble ev- 

idence wfay she couldnY lie up 
with die pace on yesterday." 

Thk may be grim stuff for 
Ffinencb but at least he can con- 
sole lumself ivith the fact that 
while we are looking at droplets 


Newbury 


'HYPERION 

2.10 Chicago Ctty 2.40 KntytTVs Crest 3.10 Hoh 
VforrIor 3.40 Ernest vnuiam 4.10Earttiinover 
4 j 40 Announcing 5.10 Peellnoe 

GOINGi Qeed (Good to Sell to back sbaMM on hurdaa coin^ 
OLeR-hand Buwwih adlfMiceB. 
eCouiw b SE of town new AS4. Ratottor attoien toerviee frem 
UmdofufbDeBigtaii)sc|oto8eeine.AoaBSSlOM Ma n4aa»gi4 
ei7or£25;*BttorBakfB;SarerFeQB4{OAFbhalfprtc8)AD- 
cempanledl7-yB BB olcbofiiKbf tree aftanctoauras. CAR RAflIfe 
Rea; Pbnto area S4 par OS' pkB £4 par pereon or E pw car ptoB 
EparpareoiL 

OLEADPIG TRABERSc D NklMtaan d(>18 (22891}^ 0 Sharanod 
688 OOSN^ N HwMtoreen 6S3 (02») N 'HMw 11 -t8 00231} 
eiEADeiGJOCiEystAMwtbaa-in 
(64q4MAnBganldi«-'ei (tifliq, C UbwbIiii 6102 pai^ 
emVOURneS; 62^76 ((05%). 

BUNKBta HRSTTHEi Swrento {wBored) (44B. 

2 ’ — XT^ARDINGTON ‘NATIONAL HUNT’ 
■»^i NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS O £5,500 
added 2m 110yds 

1 3IF4P CAUMIAN(ta|NHtodcnBirilO.... MAFtogned 

2 02 aftCABOCnY(36JGMidS1IO PMM 

3 40 curs CROSS aid HBuHa 5 no BPmM 

4 0 GRermooPBi(ct)GBdeusno bmm 

5 0 HAHnGAtEKOSSaOAIuwISlID LHtowy 

8 W LOUSRBBE(B)WMibiAQei7VO-Jiaflinn(7) - 
7 PfF nuUMOUNTlEADBiaaqDliWBeTIO CTMbO) 

8 2 mARBErrat(i4CBodBe7iQ eaiadby 

8 KJmCAlE NONET Jta6 09 SRai 

EnMto lie Pire Bdbt 1M Clin (jn, CHcago Cty; i»i cay!! 
Cmn, 14-1 mibtoB MDBi, 2D-1 May Ttaopn B-1 HmfoM Hnay, 
334e8wB 

ro~An\ ARKELLBREWBW NOVICE HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 3m 

1 2MB U0UNtNNRnH07)OMHndBamB1l8JIAf^aidd 
2 1iP238 6RaflU£AGAM|2])(II}DffeWni9116_AlkpaB 
3 P662e SmiBaUARIErn([l(mNTCWhiS1l3.CLJai^ 

4 22822 IIAJ0l6LBB«:T(3r)(D)mTnmr91lt_A1lnma 

6 S94PI SraN0T0GUMTa6(IQPfW*"if1f f>Q Bfbndl 

•6 P4USP PB84CMSt(SlllPHebbi38 0 TJHrepivB 

7 P8888 C00LRUMei(2q)HaSNn(B811 RThnanB 

3 o«eF nBGHrecflBTCt6Pr}PnEMiB«8 KSfaww 

9 anaio cALLiEcnizmoqjnRCtrtbntti Jiren 

« ra-61 IIAIKErG068P(44)(E4RAkBrB80 PHolrer 

II OPfes Atnfi(EAL08)MHHtoiA7t>0 _£Mntoi 

mm. 

BEnmft 94 Mihih CM. M (Mb A^ 5-1 IblDiB ugaes 6-1 
tomaiblnniti. T 1 1Ttoiiu fkinbl. 11 1 1hnlitoTIni^. Piairdnr. n 1 
COM EhiBito, 8D4 Cil Mb CBna, Spring to GtaiK 85-1 RNMiaal 

i o -aol GEOFFREY GILBEYHAMHCAP CHASE 
(CLASS O £7,000 added 2m If 
1 22342 IIR5IBtODDT{B7)(Cqm*»togeil8JllrSDtoadi(a 
2 F8IPF RMraiASSAUTgi)DMcbchon91l8JBOIItfM(6 

8 OB-tP HOHWUHOR{N}(CO)caaein7iin QMiaref 

4 fl-m 7inaiiooit(n)kreAin>aii4 . M infanww 

6 1882F COOI32BOBU>(Bag9RAbwBO« PHeliy 

-Sdtobrad* 

BErm&MTIMnoblMHBtalllhntnB-lIBBtoOddsll-aOeeRMn 
(Inn, ft t rbnrtnw Ibanil 


r unning dOWU OUT windOWS m 
riw «wwning rinyt he will wiUlflas 

the same {Aenomenon from a 
seat next to an aiiaaft poiiliole. 
The diaxDpkm ^)prentice is 
scheduled to Sy out to Barba- 
dos todsy to take (be mount on 
Bill Marshall's Making It Hai^ 
pen in the Gold Cop at Garri- 
son Savannah. If s a duty job, 
but someone’s got to do it. 


l o tofti FURLONG CLUB HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £4,000 added 2m 5f 

1 -1PP3U TM8PH06BaaN T Wa n Pwi w 71l6 CUonlyB 

2 HIM 3KnvESH0ne(76ncibBasii7 Deoina 

3 V82n MWBUSfUSA){2l)PRWlbMr7117 NMMnHa 

4 DAn md TWlllAMO^mOHtfMdBlia.- Aibaai 

5 S4SI RAnEr«OOOCn)aBuirer71l2M BhredI 

6 loan GRBtCRUSAOStCnMBVVMTTtlMRIlNninV 

7 HP2CP RmM.(*Bige)p}AJWbBn1l1tO GHugnm 

8 4914 aPMAMQUESt(16JenpRlB«0 OBurawn 

-BdKtand- 

Eda w BOt^lOto Tire yiandfc 4 p ito( 9 *CiM (town fttfttto 
BETTOte; »4 aiwtWIta. 6080 Qiren CiBiBdto 98 FMy aiMd. 
114 lOptofre, 138 Tha toea% 7-1 ReyM Pton 14-1 CIpriHl Quan 

rs-m PETER HAMER MEMORIAL HUNTER 
CHASE (CLASS H) £2,000 added 3m 

1 6-PI EARn8KNEH98(S)RBBbto785..Jlre?aaRby(l) 

2 PP8U1 HOtlAWHaUSEflBHCqPQtoiBvCGSIft-CItoaRN 

a ns-l VnW.SONe(21M(9WHPeei1g5-MrGM iUi ia u p) 

4 23181 ll6HIYHUC0Ntt9)nMBH1i>y881iilMEtoiy{7) 

5 9(8f ANJUH(41)(D}ktoBUBago81l9 — Ur J0nidftn(7} 

8 4/P48 RABTRUNm){E8KNHby6119 UnD8bM{I) 

8EnWG;48&rthB0wO14 IbtonriUnwa.W TM Sonft M-1 MM 
Rtoon. 20-1 Anjm, 32-1 fM ton 

I HIGHCLERE HURDLE (CLASS C) 

£5,500 added 4YO 2m 110yds 

1 P4SI F0fBQNRUl£p}JJ(rtBrsiT4 Nmhnrea, 

2 2 ANNOUNCM6{iqQLIIooreiia RDuBKioilyB 

3 S GinLDa(24|PR1IIM*wllD BPowB 

4 4 MBICa£SSCQPa4UnU.lDnaTI0_.. — CUWB l pi 

5 I IE TEOBSTWKE (USA) fPUl) MaAftnaftfl 0. JMwdi 

8 4M PeVERLFWOHAQDN^GBtotogflO SP» 

7 PEIR08BBO(PM1)NIMKbscnnQ HAHMpnM 

8 6 HB GUARD p^JGIM no ! PHda 

9 3 SPTKNOU.(B^P>bdger1lO MRUitoda 

6 9M SUPRBRSHffiMiDHarellO iSanM^V 

n 5RXB WSTAMISEEahTIIIUllO Rlhenbn 

12 50 IME PROJECT MC Barrel « 9 BFMn 

-128tobnd- 

BETIING: 54 AimraGhu, 74 (bStoii S-UMm SOSb. 1M Pbbe 
BreWOiSI Rnigntodi,1<^t8Bpntoiia^RMGuto4i4-1 Utotflrea 
CsnlSI Spy Koal, tore Pra(ato,1IIIMAndSaa, 85-1 Nwrftonfcagm 

l e ^a I WHATCOMBE CONDITIONAL JOCK- 
EYS* NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,500 added 2m Sf 

1 1C6BI PeMMGSm(Q}G>tliadB1ia Rnretore 

2 M WaSHSOX(iB(CD)OGtotfctoaneaa 9 MaWctMi(a 

3 0026) Rom.ARcncas}(i45Maicr3ns cmien 

4 40865 PR0Cm>e3)J8nnl6fl9 OBBmw(l9 

3 «46 GUESrAUJANCSmGLIto0W6T)7 — aMtiNier(q 

6 545n MStlA».UCXa9(qATiJnlB66 MQiIttliaO) 

7 082RI COUNnrrilMSTRS.MSDoicli7V4 XAtapon 

8 -P32(0 nUNGTVCO(W(NZ}{MtAJWIsre7VO Gftagre 

9 FPea UrmARir8FML£(lfiil}{«4nTltoai77tt0-Enatand 

-9redand- 

IMmiMtitttaKllw/an6api«|rwttuv9ire»MiTAijpiBA 

MbBtoTb 

BETTMG: 3-1 Rayal Aitob, 4-1 Ptodtaga. 94 Vlhbh SO!, 114 PiDcaad; 
7-1 MgHred JMk, SI Coorey Uintorel, Gaato Aareea, 1 0-1 Itanng iy- 
eooa 19-1 lypiiBRto fWt 


Doncaster 


HYPERION 

2J0O Ibxas Scramble 2.30 Organ Recital 3.00 
Youbetterbelieveit 3.30 NORTHERN MAE- 
STRO (nap) 4.00 Nordic Prince (nb) 4.30 james 
The Fhat 5J)0 Gladal Princess 

GOING: Good 

BN^fMrend, p a re af ia po d taunw. 
aOure ■ E ef town 9f ihB M38 (M6 Job 3 & 4 Bub n freni 
Daneaaar Oram totrion ADMBSION: CU> DS; Qrendtoand £6 
FbmlyBic2DSiB£3(iJi(br-6s(ieeBlenUoaireBDCW1RARKnM 
SLEMMNG TRAbERSs Mbs M Rmiay 684 (179%), D Nfehot 
sen 681 (8624 OShanreed 545 (RBNi TEBBiwby747 gS9iq. 
aiEADMGJOCKEVtoRGiiBto84e(64«iDBynw 542687261 
G Lao S-M (2Q826)t W Manton 4-29 (0826. 
aRAVOunrres: 89446 p&3%). 

BUNKERED mSmi6BHIehbanfc(2DC(t8tonaRklgBpaa 

\ i* nft i SPROTBROUGH CLAIMING HURDLE 
l^-WI (CLASS G) £2,000 added 2m 4f 

1 90PSO NKMAMC(T7)nMsMrtawby6HB GLreB 

2 002PSS IMQrTONKWGKraaJ-MananSIlB EC WW reiB 

3 46RIF BUyBRiaHrM((B3)M8ownby8t16 JRftoWMfib 

4 -affioa DOCnxn(U8A)nMFtoeBH4 apitec.^ 

5 -OOOOU C rr a tt CAU.WCwgen61l4 MBnlby 

6 64fl00 1EXASSCRA2BL£(7)dQBaa<to9114_HStoaretaton 

7 SBnOP WEOLWirK0q)Aareh81l2 NHonodBN 

8 400000 fEMHR6iacnra4aaara1Wtoc9912£aHtobig) 

9. OM MT)CaBO(44IIMNre4'fM RJatreng 

V 21-tfb T&E1HON(loaP9lilaCCbrellllO DM9V 

n eaeoBi swraiBBiSAiotaMiTaotoa cnytw" 

0 GM» 176HZ (26(0 6kBP Man BOV OFVan 

BEniNto 5-1 1 Doebo; 4-1 tobih 154 HViM, U-1 In Tba Gread 
IB-Ilbrea GeanUa, 25-1 Knayini Kdg>4 V E Ttam. 334 Raidi Pr 
GIdik Srebatoto S^ 50-1 tohwB 

| 4% wA l DONCASTER RACECOURSE SPON- 
SORSHIP CLUB NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS ^ £4,500 added 3m 

1 U4IF4F 0RQANRBGnW.a4<D)mOtownn81l8JIBi«an 

2 2P14S IRAlBOSSttailOMBHXli^Tna JOMy 

8 Pa622 RnAW0ammM9HR*toW*l<3 HJotaaoR 

4 M>n.inrHBOBU)r(l7)TBi8ll3 Grylyona 

B -aasra ouRxnsmuseMoiwsiis Ecaaghre 

6 OORM) WUERNUUKgqHaep^Bn3._Wllltai^^ 

7 40Pe3 KRAUMGENffJONCrenttoMieeE S1tolr(!9 

8 -flS44 MiAHPC0iAinmiPfe*»sor dg|» 

-Bdaetand- 

BETTINai 54 Oi^ RMt^ S-1 Step O0Mre4 74 1M BON^ 4.1 
KMa% 1M KnaoM, 95-1 ow Kibb 32-1 aewa 

l o dOHN BOOTLE MEMORIAL NOVICE 
3-00 HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) £6,000 
added 2m 3fll(tyd8 

1 1-8B2 OMOaUPmiOACMeiaaO aBanogh 

2 1/242 VQUBkllLiUi»BrMCaecl5BeO.._JIBaiy(7) 

5 52949 <»BnKEECMffm5Sto«)m7n7...JAIlBCm^ 

4 XRM avrMN(H|DMrtiton7117 RJotam 

5 43545- l£APHI0G0B7)NGa*a7TI4 WUmtOO 

e oec 2 OBaTrBRME(io)|onM>saiaiBii-3 neato 

7 P6B66 DMOON6Bl«raT)M*Mltawby9no Glre 

3 OOPDFO 4rapnM(4i)Naaiiwbn7i)D 5‘^itarm 

-Sttaebnd- 

MiMiii itM fire McBp iMV« Diagem Sv M 11A rw 

fttomim 

EenwZS4tore iai tol i i eL ii»a>PwtMt440ito6kae0totn4 

DMMaM2as(%51tMpftaatt4Cka»BiB6ie9-1H|BMn 

# CbrI ZJeweJbni went on *stiike' at Lodlow jesier- 
d^aDdw8sfiaeci£315beftMecoiziplctinga 12^1 tre- 
Ue abomd Fhnbeiley Flace, Madan Mude and Bosbqs 
M ate^ Llerdlyn refused to panner OntOfTtieBhie 
in the EBF Thtteis^ (beland) Mans’ Nonen’ 
OiasB (Qualifier). Robert BeOanijr isok over in the sad- 
dle on the Mainnim Eddey-inin^ man, ■n«tnng her 
dbasing detmt, and ibo pair pnttod cotopoiiy 81 the fits! 
feaca. Llewdhn cqibaned: 'TI11W sepante 
I irua said; *Wbai are yoo doing riding this?'” 


1 0 on l SCOTTISH EOUITABLE / JOCKEYS 

ASS. NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E} £3,000 added 2m 110yds 

1 mo C0RM.BUuepi)(p)(Bf9JRBGe«ii4fli)-Fuaiir(2) 

2 Xt 8HMiGEXAUPl£|20)JJONBlS1l5 LCHpr{7) 

8 /D2M2 OOR(£OlllM3HAUnP)DSn«bB115 Htonit 

4 POee OANDEIiAN91)(CO(!N)kbsLaddBl7ll3APIfcCay 

5 6IR MHAUmNBUEa^MsEHBalhBIM DGUhgher 

6 P0040 OMJGHiWIINUUtmMnCCmsnil J>Lreby 

7 (G338I N0R1HBWIMSIROa7)(p|MBUItaflby4 naniM 

3 049 8ENJAMNSUWI(26JPldan«71)9 etoybfrea 

9 (PD STONERIDGEC2q06teinOiie«9 JAHeCMtoB 

V SGHC SEAQ0O(FMgHCMv"w<7t»a WWtartMghai 

n OOP NEWBRIDGBBOraaUtiha0«6tl4 D^m 

e .540 fWHa)EDDIEda)U9BMaby41)0 Slhbrn 

a pn AUW5 HONOR (B5(28H(wL‘^BH0.JH7niwwgh 
14 (MOP SWHLByCOPpgllMJACreBdB8BO„Einibahwi 
n 0460 EM)BENnE(P^HCQanotldBa1VO.J)SaireelBwn 

-tsdadared- 

Afinremwegte lOd Tirelanribtp wMb. /Ww GuklMto TOtvAbak 
HMoraUBtoStaibyOMat teBanaSH 12b 
BET1M0t»-1Gaaf0iOM>«km,74DBBDalta,4-lNartirenHBB- 
rewT-ICmUtoblO-l AbabHBnre Btn|inlnalato15-1 Steb^ 
totoWb, 14-1 Store RHgt, 161 9n God 25-1 tohrea 

\ m nn l MANEUNE SOLOCOMB ‘NATIONAL 
hunt NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS ^ 
£3,000 added 2m 4f 

1 5-S3I NOBDMPB8ICE{n)([8JOaw71lgJl fc telBw— B 

2 5390 1HERIU.IIIMrVp4)CBncM61l6 DONbgbr 

3 bis ouoonei(2qDMttci)(n6iii.— —.—JiJebBaon 

4 20040 CARUHGRinaTYXE(UDT(Mren(L~,~,.. — GUv 

5 00 COLONEL HOOK miJUShW 6 no JRtbtoaaMi 

6 20 LOnVOncnTFtereBlIO _APIkOor 

7 05 PURPtEACEaaOINGnOweilO WNnna 

8 ROVM.DEWJIbrecn5TlO EQ^tei 

9 55268 souADcemjwr^eno Rtoren 

0 3P SUNUtfUGIMfVQOShEmoodSnO JAUeCariby 

11 QIDO W6 pens (17) j Hem 7 1)9 fitoylfore 

U2PP4S SEC0M)nD0t£(ia|0Bm«n8«9 JItotoimn 

-ttdtdVBd- 

BEniMG: 5-1 NorIc Prinea, 54 Dl ModM 74 led tori; 5-1 Saeand 
151 SuiMtotoS TM FS IteM Ptotto Are, tt-1 Sreredtoh 

I re HAMBLETDN HILLS HUNTER CHASE 
**■^**1 (CLASS H)E1,350ail(led2m3M10yds 

1 1F4P- ARCTCUFE(B81}lkaEJm»9e8 UrD9JMH(7) 

2 paep- fMRLMRHiBsgBq|(D)SJGimee8JirLUy|7)8 

8 44.su JMB1HEnRSra5|(nEW'BBn2fi..Jlr61hto(h 

4 Dl-m -liyN0IIBCE(7)figMri«af)2&— .JaRBuitm(7)B 

5 2R4I PROKMO(l4)WCauMI8«8. JftASBBateiB 

8 4XaP SAURJSf0I)(S)ll8D1tii0nneilrWRtiB«f(7) 

7 ffln- stB/BMUONmtMKnvcreMuitajbJJteiB 

8 1S1F1- IWUBCUJMgTItMiGSiiarOeaiMBTto^lT) 

8 P/P5D- HaOBBttJE{ST1)P)CawmigCg8JbBfiia^(7) 

II C326 HVPB)IONS(M(12}(D)kl9SMlie4 MSSten 

n iePI2 AUGtmCAeiLEtqUBddUiSeo irJtodng(7) 

s nn-a pncCKDaMi ou a itADnaiHBwaiiigoJiiriawwKm 

fi 3M44 BtSIBMHaauaaBlBnitosonilUOJeTJaMymB 
N aijnu JUSTJACKBOPJenrenUtiD UrPJnaren(7) 

« oautf «vuwi(>9a)n6>*i^Ki20 iecJBBHbw(7) 

-UdaM- 

BEmNG! 7-4 abNOamn HR. 3-1 Auben CbbUb. 4-1 llltoa U JhL 
61 tooBonObS-l drerealliBnaLIM BnebMlnaBhlad, M-1 SUtar 
Jba 15-1 Aidteliab Hy toaib ee. 20-1 Mbea 

fg nn lOOMCASTER STANDARD OPEN NH 
^■^1 FLAT RACE (CLASS H) £1,500 added 
fiOiee & mares 2m 110]^ 

1 ASnUGGVBfTUKPatoUiDl5ll2 ...BatoMIB 

2 D CRER(liriM{3R6F)Dlid««aiB1l9 RterewS 

5 aAeiALPR9KES5lteNteabyB112-M11iiiVgte(7) 

4 5 UTTlf 166(17)716" 6 n 2 ~ Tw ] 

5 UARTeAlEMPpaSIIX — APNcCay 

6 5 mYlEAI»CMami*9Jad5fl2 8IUU 

7 43 1HREADB(M)CUa&ekSH2 PR|toi(7) 

a 1R9R£TRUHPHJNVfl66V2 PfarilWI 

9 0 1WUeyO FHOPEenMBMIbwta»51l2......_....Slre 

-0 PBBR0UAIlHHiteM4ea -jemtoy 

n SUWRAf6aiJteiBn4«5 DBRre‘ 

* tf 

BEnMto54 Itey0ib,7411neda,4-l ChtoiyPta,114itoyLaadre 
54lbm«lbM1lbkrOIHgpB.1D-1UBb1Wg,GbdUPitaKa%»l 
A4fcris wren, 25-1 totea 
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England pay 
for Wyatt’s 
delayed start 


|| Hockey | 

By Bin Colwni 


in Ipoh, Malaysia 


England 

4 

New Zealand 

S 


l>e Grey Monk fs In a race against time to make Cheltaiiham Photograph: Sporting Life 


# A punter walked into a Cen- 
tral London betting office yes- 
terday and put £15JQOO on the 
Champion Hurdle fovouriie, 
Istabraq, at 7-2. An hour later 
he went back and put on an- 
other £20,00(X Cbral& vrix) took 

the beu cut the odds to 100-30. 
The punter could have saved 
himwif £3,150 in tax if he had 
placed the bet on a racecouise. 


England paid dearty for wfaat 
seemed an unnecesraiily eiqier^ 
muental staitmg line-up against 
New Zealand yesteid^ in their 
fourth game here in the Six Na- 
tions Sultan Azlan Shah Cup. 

Starting the gam<» without 
Olympic defenckr Jon 
Fngiflnd ahippeH f hrpff gfVl in 
the opeoiqg 12 minutes. 

En gland 's slim .chance of 
mating the final had eariiCT 
been dsmissed after Gennaoy 
had fought back from 3-1 down 
to beat Australia 5-3. England 
play Malaysia today faemg the 
threat of a wooden RXX3D game 
on Sund^. 

The faiuoiliation would have 
been worse yesterday but for 
two penalty-comer ^>als from 
Jason Lee, anotherfrom l^tt, 
and a late goal from open pliqr 
by Russell Garcia. 

ENGLAND: J LMria (Cwnocig: B GAfted 
(todUngtonL J HaOa (ICM, Tha ttoguiL B 
IMbvgh {SoutocidR caolL A HunBHrev 



Rusedski rout 
of Reneberg 


I Tennis 


By John Oaldey 


GREG RUSEDSKI cruised 
into tlm quarter-finals of the 
AJP Ibur event m Rotterdam 
yesterd^. The British No 1 gave, 
an awesome di^ay in beating 
the American Ridi^ Reneberg 
6-3, 6-2 in just 45 minutes in 
their second-round match. 

Rusedski sirudt 19 aces, lost 
only 1 1 points in nine games cn 
his own delivery and produced 
a periect game when leadnig 3-1 
in the second set, servix^ four 
successive aces. 

Ekv^ of his 19 aces came 
in his last three service games 
and Rusedski said: “My serve 
just seemed to get better and 
better and 1 felt I could hardly 
miss.'* But Rusedski also played 
well when receiving serve, 
breaking through in the «trth 
game eanimg the fiist set 
after only 22 minutes. Then be 
broke Rend)eig again in the first ' 
and fifth games of the second 
set 

A confident Andre Agassi 
powered into the quarter- 
finals of the ATP Ibur event in 
Scottsdale. Arizona;, with his 
13th win this season. 

Agassfs 7-5, 6-1 win over ' 
Ecuador’s Nicolas Lapentti was 
another bii^t point of a good 
year, which follows a terrible 
1997 in which the fonner world 
No 1, now Tanked 50, totalled 
onty a (fozen wins. - 


King robbed 
at gunpoint 


I Boxing 


DON KING found his fame as 
the worid’s most fomous baxing 
promoter of little help wfaen 
four armed men sn^)ped tus car 
in Mexico City. 

Kin^ who is known for bis 
stand-up hairdo, had a gun put 
to his head and was relieved of 
his wristwatefa shortly after he 
arrived to promote a fi ghL 
The showman promoter re- 
fused to confirm reports that the 
watch was a diamood-encnist- 
ed Rolex worth $100,000 
(£66,000). “It was a shiity doo- 
^d, a little baifole, a gaudy lit- 
tle thing that ^>31^68,“ be said 
‘A mere pittance when you 
start laliring about your life. Th e 
watch or wealth means no thing , 
it's only material.” 

King, who was “grateful to 
God” for escaping alive, de- 
scribed how the gunmen 
supped his car and another ve- 
hicle behind him. ”They were 
putting the guns right to our 
heads. It was a tecrifying expe- 
rience," he said. “AD they took 
were watdies. It was over in a 
couple of minutes. Had they 
known 1 was don King, 1 am 
confident they never would 
have stopped me.” 

Lawjm fi)r King b^an a 
Hl^ Court action in London CD 

T\tedneSday aglhrer hk fremt-r 
buaness partner, Hmik WBTten, 
aDegii^ that ^K^rren owes the 
American monq'. 
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Wembley 

welcomes 

quaking 

Welshmen 


The ovaJ ball brigade have often visfted 
the Twin Towers bat W^es must make 
themselves feel at home when they take on 
Sccytlar.d tomorrow. Chris Hewett reports 


ROB HOWLEY^ chastened 
tribe of Welsh rugby romantics 
reaoquajited themselves udth 
the field of dreams yesterday as 
they made (heir final prepara* 
lions for wbat has emerg^ as 
awatershed Hve Nations match 
against Scotland. Axtyone walk- 
ing past Wembley Stadium 
might have been forpven for 
thinlring pirvYwIiny hnH IriHcgd 

off a day early - the cacophony 
from the stands was dc^nii^ 
- but a glance down the players' 
tunnel revealed 75^XK) empty 
scats reverberating to a tape 
recording of crowd noise. 

lik^ the rest of his country- 
men, Howl^ is acutely aware 
that a second embarrassing 
capitulation in the space of a 
fortnight would have sudi a 
deadly effect on national morale 
that he and his colleagiies might 
easily spend the rest of their ca- 
reers performing in front of 
nothing more animated than a 
large cassette deck and half a 
dozen loudspeakeis. 

**You could describe this as 
a must-win game,” admowl- 
cd^ the skipper, an unusually 
profound degiw of seriousness 
etched across his Stan Laurel 
features. On the face of it, of 
course, Y^hics have eveiy chance 
of winning; as the eternal 
mists of the vaDm point out, no 
national side from the far bank 
of the Severn has lost to a 
British team at Wnnbley in 15 
long and happy years. But then, 
as the pessimists remind their 
staixy-eyed brethren, Vl^es 
have not played a Britidi team 
at Wrmbky for IS years. 

Since the football boyoswenl 
down 2-1 to England in 1983, the 
red shirts have paid only a sin- 
gle visit to the IWin Towers, for 
last Novenfoer's one-off lest 
with the All Blacks. And the 
least said about that, the better. 

Stin, the Vfolsh arc up for 


Wembley, a stadium th^ must 
call "home” until the reconse- 
cration of their bektved Anns 
Park cathedral is completed in 
June ofoextyear,"W^ a sur- 
face," Hondeymosedyesterd^. 
*lt's quick, that's the big thing. 
So quick, in fact, chat even the 
New Zealanders were can^t 
out by it during the last game. 
A bit of rain makes h dead slip- 
pery, but you have to say tl^ 
it's an absolute treat for ai^cine 
who fancies the fast going. I 
hope the Cardiff sorfiace turns 
out to be similar.” 

Seasoned Wsmblqites are 
used to welcoming the fuimy- 
sbaped ball brigade, of coorse; 
the grand old lady of world sta- 
diums has hosted rugby league 
cup finals since time immemo- 
riai, flirted with American foot- 
ball and even opened its 
hallowed portals to ite England 
rugby union team on a low^kqr 
and largely forgotten oocasoD in 
1992 when a certain Ian Hunter 
slqqred a ootqrle trf* tries past the 

rnnaHl-ing qq hiS Ihst di^L 

Tomorrow will be different, 
though. The har^ realities of 
professionalism ouqr have left 


Moiving iiK The Welsh rugby union squad enjoy afeel of the lush turf yester da y when training at Wiembicy for tornbrrow ^ match a^nst Scotiand 


the Celtic fringe struggling to 
maintain their collective in- 
ternational credxbilicy, but Five 
Nations occarions are special 

anri the WrIsH remain mnfiHffnt 

of transporting their traditioo- 
al laiyl from the close-knit snug- 
gery of central Cantiff to the 
warehouse-infested commer- 
cial wasteland of north London. 


yfemUey espects sometiung 
special, too. “Ian Rush sud it 
was every player's dream to 
score a goal here and Fele de- 
scribed the place as the ‘church 
of football*, but Z know tiie 
union supporters will take 
something to remember from 
their stay here,” said the stadi- 
um manager, Martin Corrie. ’ 


“Ws’re not just about footirall, 
althougji tbaf s the impressian 
people have of us. What we do 
is put on events - ^portii^ 
events, musical events, • you 
name it-and 01 ng^book, a Fhe 
Nations matdi has ‘event’ writ- 
ten all over it We have no prob- 
lems with ru^ whatsoevoc. in 
fad; we’re looking forward witii 


great exertement to helping ror 
oeafo annique atmosphere.” 
Rtt kevia Boweiog^ a ^lUsh 
coach under a. shed-load pi 
pressure, ttiat atmo^here wQl 
Goont for an awful lot. ‘T know 
oar people wiU bring their un- 
al passionate support arzoa 
the bridge with thenv” lib said 
“It’s of enoiinoos credit to 


thbm that th^ have made this 
. a seQ-out occasion iro far from 
iiome, ev» though we let them 
down ro badfy at IWfokeiahain. 

“Wb’ve talked about the hu- 
mfizatipn azid exhbaizassQ^t of 
the Frigtand match amnngKt 

ouTsetm and discussed ^e 
things we feel we owe the peo^ 
pie who are making tZie trip to- 


FROM CRYSTAL PALACE TO THE MCG - FIVE VENUES AT ODDS WITH RUGBY’S MORE MMILIAR HAUNTS 


Crystal Palace, London, 1905 
England 0 New Zealand 15 

TWICKEieiAM was sti a twinkle ki some 
Edwardan architectb eye - it wnidd not 
open urrti '609 - so En^hnd played ther 
first sTter nal io na l a^kistthe AB Blacks 
atCrystalRalacdDuringihe{tBriQus30- 
oddyem8,theyhadperformedatBtadc- 
heath, The Ov^ Maxhestar, rechmond 
Leeds; Srkenhead and, ec Dewsbuy but 
the tomsts were special and the Palace 
was consaderadsuffidanttype laBa hp host 
the occadoa Dave Galaharb “Origpnals” 
won at a canter; Uck McQegor scoring 
fbiz of thek five tries horn UHiacK. 


Hampden Park, Glasgow, 1906 
Scotland 6 South Africa 0 

THE Springboks had won 15 games on 
the bouice when they arrived at Ham- 
pdenforthekfkstlbston Biifish solL Lki- 
tfl th^ point, the Scots had played 
~akndst aD thSr rijigfb^ Edkibugh 
Raebun Plaoe, kiverteith or PowderhaS 
- buttheGbsgowsporlkigfaierrispired 
them, despite torrential raki and a sod- 
den sufece Kenneth McLeod domkiat- 
ed pcooeedkigs with his kSddng arri k wee 
enfiraly ^ropriats that he shoiSd scare 
one of hh sideh tvro tries. The Boks wexid 
notlose anofiier lest here for 59 years, 


White CitK London, 1908 
AuatraRa 32 United Kingdom 3 

AN Odd on^ tHa England^ comty 
charrpiana Cornwel were kiv^ 
resent king and couiby at the 1908 
Olympics ^JotnUal blanch at the 

fiior^ht tot njoBywas thdh an amatatP 
game). As it tifned out, they would hays 
done better to stick to thek pasties and 
tin rrMig. The Vtblables slau^flBfed them 
at Lohdonb ecMvalant of the Olympic stfr 
dun\ scoring tries of stxh quafty 
that Damp Campese woiJd have cried 
tears of joy. Ujch to Cornish reiet the 
sport vvas ckqaped after the 6Q4 Garnea 


WnceofWMeacm,'SanBago19ao MCG, Meibbafne, 1Si97 
SouBi 16 South Atrfca 30 . AoetraOa 18 New Zealand 33 


THE Prince of Whies Club where? Thatb 
righL Santiega As ki capital of CMa that 
revered niQby hotbed Ostracised by the 
entire dvitised viprld outskfa 

warn Irawelkig ki scevch cif sortie rugby 
and diched up on the contkientof We, 
Ibstao and Che Guevara They played 
their fkst Test agakist Hugo Port^ se- 
lect XV ki Ktontevided for heavenh 
sakd and then cut acroes QQuntry lor the 
second malch at a hastily r^rbished 
sporting cUx Ordy SjXX) turned up 


F ever rugby cauE^ the lmagnatior> of 
a riew aurfiencd k vvBs at the Metnurrie 
Giicfcst 'dound. last year. More than 
BQDOOapecMo ocroiao dvvhatJoh^ 

paKdniged' mki^^ 
on an epic scale”, and it was a mark of 
the vititarsf geatnaas that they shoddd- 
fBCtively.slence such a crowd with two 
tries in as neny rnrides finm Biixe and 
VWson The Walabiee ware so depre ss ed 
that they skiped off Mfltojtweifrigferlhdr 
conqueiore to lift the BIsefisloe Qjpi 


Phocograptr. recer jay 

morrow and sttowing such faith 
in us. Ag^unst New Z^saland, 
th^ drowned out the haka 
widi a wave of noise and they’ll 
be at it again this time, Fm sure. 
What weneed ib do £gh« them 
something losing about” j|^: 
As usual, themost vibrantly' 
enthusiastic 'Welshman on view 
yesterday was Kingsley Jones, 
the Ebbw c^tain not only 
recafled' to his country’s bade . 
row but also handed tiie lead- 
ership, of the psudt ^T always 
tiiou^ rd get to play be]^ but 
a foodMiler xatl^ than a ri^' 
by player,” be smfled. **A num- 
ber of big dobs were after me 
at one time, you know.” 

- Really? And who mj^ they 
have been? “Well, Kaina West- ^ 
sMe £dr’*one."-'And Jones 9^ 
creased op'at the right of a 
dozen r^orters sheepishly dos- 
ing their notebooks in. 'the ; 
knoMedge that tl^ had been • * 
slitdied up like the pniveibial . 
kipper. If Jones is still smilihg 
tomorrow eveniag, Wembley 
will have done their tenants a 
favoor. 


Ferguson’s flock could be pick of non-vintage bunch 


By Glenn Moore 

Football Correspondent 


WEDNESDAY evening's full 
hand of drawn games in tiie Eu- 
ropean Cup quurtcr-fmals con- 
firmed the su^ncion that there 
is no outstanding team in this 
year’s aimpctition. After three 
impressive vintages, Milan *94, 
Ajax *95 and Juventus *96, the 
*96 diampions, will like Borusr 
shi Dortmund lost year, be an ' 
cmfinaiy Cni blessed with good 
fortune and the abiligr to rise to 
the occasion. 

Manchester United - who 

Harkness 

ByPeulWrikcr 

THE Liverpool defender Steve 
Harkness laid night denied mak- 
ing racist remarks to the Aston 
VOb striker Stan CoUynKire 
during the Premiershq} fixture 
at Villa Puk last Saturday. 

CoUvinorc dahned he was 
“hurt and aogiy” after the rc- 
maiks from Harkness and that 
he had deliberately informed 
black playen at Anfield about 
whal was allegedly sard. 

However, Harlmess said: "I 
vcbemeni^ deny the accusation 
chat I made racist comments to 
Stan CoUymore during or after 
(be game at Aston Villa on Sat- 
urday. 

“The particular background 
to this game mav haw pw»pf 
that then; W8S mote going on tm 
the pitdi than b usual but that 
does not crixnid to racial abuse 
ofaoykuid.” 

Before Harimeas spoke out, 
it «a.x revealed that Brendan 
Batson has been called in as an 
arbitrator by livcrpool as they 
consider ihetr re^xmsc to the 
daims from CoUymore. The 
Prafessionai BMthallets* As- 
sociation assbtam secretary 
inivclled to AnSeld ye^erday to 


could develop into a vintage 
team but are not quite there yet 
- thus have as go(^ a chance as 
aiQF cJ the suivivuig octet of suc- 
cess, better, indeed, than most 
following their paiieni goalless 
draw in Monaco. 

Hrst th (9 have to complete 
the job in the second leg. Jean 
Tigana, the Monaco coadi, sug- 
gested the odds were now 
50-50, a revision of hb pre- 
match assessment that United 
were favourites by 55 to 45 per 
cent One might have tfaoo^t 
that nearly three yearn in Eu- 
rope's casino capital would 


Ziave given hkn a better appre- 
ciation of odds. Aocordii^ to 
statistics assembled over the last 
1 7 years of European competi- 
tion. 70 per cent of teams gam- 
ing a go^ess draw aytay from 
home in the opening leg go on 
to win the round. 

Not that United, Dortmund, 
Real Madrid and Dynamo Kiev 
(the latter two. baring drawn 
1-1, are even more foroured) 
can start pi^iarii!^ for the April 
semi-finals Itgana based hb 
assessment on Monaco's away 
record - tb^ will have David 
Ikezegnet for the second 


leg - and they are Aroog OD the 
counter-attack. It was their fear 
of United's similar strength 
which led them to be, to quote 
L 'Equipe, “timid and cautious” 
on Wednesday. Rir most of the 
matdithewideiDen,VrillySi%- 
nol and Philippe Leonard, were 
more concerned with marking' 
David Bericham and Nidcy Butt 
than ^tting forward. 

Tlritfa United ever-more de- 
fensive awi^ from home in Eu- 
rope - the result of bitter 
e:q)erieooe - the matdi tinis be- 
came a dull one with neither 
side tt^ltng to commit then^ 


5eh«s to attack. At ^ Iraffotti, 
noted AJj Benarbia, Monaco's 

riiaap pninfed and riisap^v wntfng 

midfield schemer, bodi sdes wQl 
have to play to win. 

Although a Monegasque 
goal would be worth more thu 
8' Mancunian one, the onus 
will be on United, and they wfli 
be hoping against expectation 
that Ryan G^gs' hanu4iixig re- 
eenrers in time for him to pU^. 
On Wednesday, leddy Sher- 
mgham and Aiidy Cole were 
comfortably coatained by the 
man-markers, Martin. Djetou 
and Muhamed Konjic, and tiie 


'sweeper, iTOiKdc Dnmas. C^le 
- a rumoured target for Atleti- 
00 Madrid -^faas now scored 
twice in seven games, and Unit- 
ed win hope he ledbcovexs his 
earlier fonn by 18 March. 

The most impressive inge- 
nuity, craft and conning of the 
night was shown by Untied's 
'5jOOO ftns, most of whom got in 
with or without a tidccL Some 
just walked in while a substan- 
tial number did so with photo- 
copied tickets on vrin^ the 
pmfbiated “watermaxiT had 
been frxged with a pin. 

The poor pt^ce organbation 


did not augunwril fi?r tile Wnid 
Cup. There was no outer ring 
for checking tickets and at one 
sta^ when the sheer number 
of Untied snpporters arriving 
shortly before kick-off threat- 
ened to overwhelm them,- the 
police drew batons. 

Elsewhere, there was more 
distuxlMi^ news, with Ihesday’s 
violence at the InternarionaJe 
V Scfaalke 04 Uefri Cup match, 
which left a Cennan fan in dan- 
ger of losing hb .sighL being 
followed by problems at Wed- 
nesd^s B^er Leveiknsen v 
Real Madrid game. 


Meanwhile, United and 
their fans head for Sheffield and 
tomorrow’s Pr emiership matcly 
against Tiltednesd^. Denis Irwi^ 
will not be making the trip and 
both Darid Beddiam and Peter 
Schrheiduti are doubtful AH are 
siiffemg from the effects of 
Monk’s poor pticb. nei- 
ther Arsenal nor Blackburn 
playing the dian^aoos could go 
12 points dear. the time 

Monaco arrive at Old liafford 
United may be fairly sure that, 
whatever tfre result, they xrill 
-have another shot at the 
Champions* r next year. 


racist slur Roberts back in the About turn for Spackman? 


lake part in the inquiry 
launch^ by Liverpool in the 
wake of the allegations frxxn 
their former striker. 

Batson said he was "bewil- 
dered. upset and definitely de- 
termined” to destroy racbm in 
football. He added "Whs it 
just two players arguing in the 
heat of ^e moment? I hope it 
was and not aiQlhing else, ff we 
find one person was racist then 
this organisation will come 
down bard on them.” 

With the Football Associa- 
tion cooadering an mdepen- 
dent inquiry of its own - 
regardless of whether CoUy- 
more makes an official com- 
plaint against Harkness - 
Liverpnol's (op offidals were 
locked in meetings yesterd^. 
The club promised to make a 
statement after top-level db- 
cussloos at Anfidd.that in- 
cluded the player, the manager, 
Roy Evans, and diiefexeculive. 
Peter Roblnsoa. 

Evans said; “I don't inteod 
to say anything about Stan's 
comraems. It is in the hands of 
the dub’s top people now.” 

CoBymore. who scored both 
goals in the 2-1 victoiy for 
ViDa o\'er lus old efnb, has not 


dedded whether to make his 
oomplaxnts clidal - or let the 
incident blow over. 

Cfol^ore’s i^nt, Paul 
Stretfoid. said; "I have been 
kept informed of wriiai has bfioi 
going on. but neither I or Stan 
win make any further com- 
ment at the moment.” 

The 'Vnia manager. John 
Gregory, promised that the 
dub would pve CoQymore their 
fun backing Should be deckle to 
take the nuner any ftircber. 

will back him 100 per 
cent,’* Gr^iy said *The dob 
wQl be in total support of Stan. 
Fm dsgustod to honest, tluA 

S <> met h i"g (lire this has hap- 

pened on a football pitch, be- 
cause we have a number of 
coloured players and ih^ are 
superb p«q>ie. 

"But, as a dub, at present 
we’re not gmng to take up ai^ 
thing ftmhK tlK RxMball 

AssociatkxL” 

Gregoiy revealed that Col- 
iymore was furions after the 
game. He said; "Not only was 
be taking stick ^lytical^, be was 
also taking a lot of veri^ abuseL 

ff diU affect hM and ti took him 
a long time to calm down after 
the match.” 


fray at Chesham 


Non-League notebook 


By ftiifiriT Matair 

GRAHAM ROBERTS is back 
in buaness. Hie former Tot- 
tenham and defender, 

who oootipveisiaOy lost his job 
as manager of YeovO Ibwa last 
month. B the new mao -in 

charge of Che stxngglBigJ^zDaa 

League club Chesham Unit^ 

The Bucktaghamshiie' side, 
one off the bottom of the Pre- 
mier DMsion, relieved Steve 
Emmanuel of his managerial 
duties lad- wedcraid. 
on^ beenitt tiie helm since Oc- 
tober, when be rqiteced Andy 
Hiomas. Altfaou^ Roberts will 
not take complete charge ontQ 
TueSd^vRCfc - he is fulfilling 
a prior cammtlmciil in Mal^sia 
>he ha&dready fiigoed two 
ers from Ifepvfe Graham Ke^ 
and Steve Brown. 

Colin Uppiatt, wbo was 
Roberts* coach at Yeovil has 
been confirmed as the man in 
charge of first-team afiuTs at the 
GM ^kadlaU Cbnfezeitoe dub 
- but as "head' coach” rather 


than manager. Lippianwfll re- 
main a part-tune employee of 
the Sonieiset dde. ‘TCs a fresh 
GhaHeage. Tve never been at the 
helm since I started In non- 
Leagne in 1978,” the former 


N1GEL SR\CKMAN be 
about to- return to Sheffield 
. Unh^ as mana^r - duly a few 
days after q nrftmg. 


Lqipiatt certainfy needs to 
make his mark qitic^. Yeovil 
who emertain Morccambe to- 
morrow, have lost ail four 
matdiffi played since he re- 
placed Roberts in a caretafcBr 
capacity. “Hie . changes have 
been uDsectiing and we have to 
get hack on track,” he added. 

Yeov^ chafrman, John Fry, 
has said fiat not ^ipointing a 
fiiD-tiw rejtiaoemcot for Rd> 
eits will make more mon^ 
available for:player recniit- 
menL Dave F^, a 2fryear-dd 
li^-back; has alrea^ arrived 

at Hitkh-I^ric ftnm . 9 f»ilh»rn|v 

tin; and more signing are ex- 
pededsooo.' .. 

Cbdtoiiiam Jbmi have re- 
inforced their quest for the 
Conference title by buring 
hard-op Ifereford United^ top 
scorer, Neil Graysoo, fia* an. 
undisdosed ffw-figore fee. 


day but, after die zesigDadoa of 

• file chairnian. M?b» MnnunaMj 

yestoidi^and a rescrnctmxngtrf 
tis. dub u boardiocm levd, 
which wifi see tiie dnef execu- 
tive, Qiades Green, move awaQT 
from fbotiiaD ^pack- 

man has e m ei;^ as a [sime 
caiufidate from four comendeis. 

"There is a pds^ili^ tiiat 
may be aUe to assist us in 
team tDanagemem,”Kevm Mc- 
Cabe, a K&des (firector, said. 
"Board me mb egrecognsewifli 
hlnd^^t .that 'maybe tiuqp' 
coukS have- been hanriiftd dif- 
fere^ orer tiie bst week or so.” 
are in (fisensskus at the 
moment with pos^le ap- 
pointees for the podtkm of 
team man^Br and that does io- 
dnde Spademan. ■Ws’ve 
been qieakisg to hnsr firmt' 
lliesdsy cmwaids. There has not 
beea a total breakdown of coDh- 

Mifh hnn. * 

Anoihermantinkedwjththe 
BeaxnaU Lane rimaocy, Lon 


hfecarl wants to link np xritb 
^packinail in a mangg^a! 
teaih. The fonner Celtic and 
Stoke imnagerBone of the four 
' mefi cm the sbortiut. 

If notiung is setded today, 
the ooadies Steve Thompson 
and Russell Slade may stay in 
charge for toimorrow's tA Cup 
qoaner-final at Coventxy. Xlie 
ScaiboiDu^ manage Mick' 
Wulsworth, is also reported to 
beinoontentioD. 

The SmfaaiiqMon chatiman, 
Rupert Lowe, ^ denied ni- 

moura suggesting Matthew Lc 

Ussier is to join Manciiester 
Untied ill a Hm deal. Tt’s to- 
tal niMseoae,” be said. ‘4here 
is noihic^ in tins whatsoever ” 

The Southampton striker 
Kerin Davies wfi] be out of ac- 
tion for another SR weeks. He 
has suffered a setinck in train- 
ing foiowzng an ankle iiquiy. 

. Eyeztem, without the sus- 
pended Dimean Ferguaon for 
the nest two maldies, have had 
an attempt to sign the Whst 
Bramwiefa Afoion striker Bob 
'bylor on loan uroed down by 
the Mdlauife side. ' 

The European Union has 

ask^ the WjtU Cup oigaafr 

ecs in France to open up a ^> e- 


cial ticket line to overseas fans. 
.The existing telephone line was 
set up only to take tidret reser- 
vations from fang with an ad- 
dress in France. 

The EU and the Reach Or- 
ganiring Committee held talks 
yesterday b the wake of EU 
charges that the /7nnce 98 tick- 
et allocation discrimhiated 
against foreigners. England, 
Germaiqr, the Netherlands and 
Belgium have demanded a fair- 
. er share-ouL Hie EU has a& 
the FOC of breaching its 
principles of free and fair com- 
petition. 

The EU Commissioiier, Ka- 
rel van Mien, said the three 
months remaining were not 
sufficieiit for ail the neoessaiy 
in the ticket allocation, 
but he hoped oiganisers would 
tiy to do their to make as 
many ^ai^es as possible. 

This weekend French fans 

wul have a chance to secure tick- 
ets for the two World Cup 
^-filial ties for a fraction of 

the nonnal price - and from aa 
unusual source. Fnmqaise de 
Jeux, France’s national lotteiy 
®^pany, has said that lotteiy 
pk^rs will have the chance to 
win.20 semi-final tickets. 
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McLaren*s 
chance to 
be kings 

Formula One could see changes in the ruling 
class this season. Derick Allsop reports 


A NEW season, wth new-look 
new-look ra dgg anri 
c&ampioos. Ic may sound 
^ cat^ and snnplis&, but'tlu^, 
is tbe widely favoared ppnpec^ 

tive of ^wn’s DK)st eAfity^an't 

roadshow as it opens'again for 
business this weekend. 

By tbe time dsiy breaks over 
Britain on Sunday, we shail 
have a clearer overview on 
whether this is indeed tbe start 
of something difiBsrent, or mere; 
ly another false dawn in Bsr- 
mula One. ' ' 

The only certainty is that the 
cars lining up on the grid m Mel- 
bourne for tbe &st gra^ prix 
of tbe world championsUp-wiD 
f. J substantially changed &om 
last year'a 'Hiey will be nazroner 
and Acted with grooved tyres to 
make them slower -.and, the 
^werning body contend, sqfer. 

Some driven - notably the 
world chainpion, Jacques VU- 
leneuve - doubt the racing 
will be safer, suggesting mis- 
takes wilJ be more common- 
place and the cars wfl] spin 
further off the track. 

Otheis, such as Jadde Stew- 
art are of tbe 0 (nnion that there 
will be more opportunities to 
overtake for drivers blessed with 
the natural car control to take 
advant^. That would surely be 
no bad thing for the Iflces of Vil- 
leneuve. or Formula One. Stew^ 
^ B less convinced about tbe . 
puspects of Damon HOI and 
David Coultbard. 

It is highly probable that the 
established major players, 
Williams, Ferrari. Benetton and 
McLaren, mil again be seen 
ahead of the rest, since th^ have 
tbe oqsertise and resomcBS to or- 
ploit die new regtrlations. 

There ace, however, distinct 
ri gm that the order at the top is 
about to change and that 


.McLaren are on the tfaieshoki of 

,.'t|ieir first chunpioiish4} 

’ 199L ^ coulditbe FemariwiU 
eihefge from their Iw and daim 
their first drivers* title since 
1979? Or’^haps Benetton, 
who like McLaren hawR changwl 
from Goodyear tyres to Brid^ 
stone, win prove they can beat aQ 
comers without Midraei Sdtu- 
maefaer^s leadership. 

Schumacher, embarking on 
a third season with ftrrari. be- 
lieves tyres wiD be crucial to tbe 
butoome of the diampionship, 
Tiaming Md^aren arid Benetton, 
laihec foan WShams, as foe mcGt 
serious threats to his ambitions 
of winning a third title. 

W^ams themselves ac- 
knoMedge foe authenticity of 
McLaren'schalleiigB, anticipate 
the continuing hounding by 
Sdnnnachet's I^nari and recog- 
* nise tbe potential of Benetton's 
iquvenation. And yet, if they are 
worried, k does not show. In fact, 
an apparent lack of extution 
tends to characterise Vi^Uiams in 
foe public perception as vivhify 
as their consistent success. 

However, the stoically Britirii 
reaction to victory or defeat 
should lure no one into tbe mis- 
apprehension W illiams ' ap. 
petite for w inning has been 
satisfied Renault’s withdrawal 
from Rmmila One would appear 
to indicate a possible weaimess 
in W illiam^ atmouty, but th^ 
are satisfied foe engine win be no 
less powerful or reliable. Tb^ 
profit themselves equally om- 
fidentthat the ooofoined ptowes 
ctf their drtverswfll have ton ^- 
oificantly enhanced 

Vnieoeuve and Heinz-Har- 
ald Frentzen are in tandem for 
a second season and each 
should be better for the addi- 
tional experience in foe Efchii 
line of grand prix racing. 



Nain man: The WiBiams driver and world champion, Jacques >rilleneuve, signs autopwphs ki Molboume yesterday Phopograph: Empics 


it is conceivable, thou^ not 
like^, Wleneuve will be les mo- 
tivate now be has a champi- 
onship in his account, but he is 
conscious that he stiD has to per- 
suade foe world be is the best 

Fr ank. W illiams confirms: 

'^It gets up his ix)se to keep 
hearing Midiael Scbumadier is 
foe best He believes be is or win 
be better than Schumacher. I 
think be can be as good as 
MkhaeL and remember be h^ 
had only two years in Fonniila 
One against Michael’s seven. 

'7acques has got tbe hardest 
head rve ever coioe across. He's 
brilliantly sldlfii] and a veiy tou^ 
competitor. I think bis honieland 
has a lot to do with it They taeed 
tough gi^ in Canada. 

**\bu can give him advice but 
in foe end he wfl] do what he 
wants to do. He does, tbougjh, 
learn with every race.” 


fVentzen ^ be aware that be 
must heed tbe lessons oflast year 
if be is to retain his place in Ekir- 
mula One's most successful 
team. believe he will do a 
better job,” WIlliaitB said. 

Tbe sik^ of Bexnzen’s fit- 
ness -or comparative lack of it 
- became a source of initation 
and mirth within foe Wflliams 
camp last year. The Gennan will 
have understood Frank 
Wniiains’ message behind the 
jokes and will doubtless re- 
spond accordingly. 

Fitness has never been a 
dirty word for Ftenlzea’s comr 
patriot, Schumacher, who re- 
mains the strongest single 
element in tbe Ferzari equation. 
His umivalled powers of impro- 
visation almost denied VifleDeiire 
foe cham pinnship last SeaSOn. 

Tbe q^ty of Setaumaefaeris 
new car is st^ something of a 


niystezy, because Ferrari have 
avoided testing alongade their 
rivals. That mean they have 

too mudi to show, or too llole. 
Now they can hide no longer, 
the car is just about as good as 
any other, then Scbumadier 
ought to make the differenre. 

Everyone m Formula One 
reco^iises Sdiumadiet’s abili- 
9 to outwit foe rest in abnormal 
drcufflstances, but McLaren, 
like wniiamgj are banking on 
their K) out-er^jneer and 
out-oiganise FetraiL 

Rod Dennis • has led 
McLaren fotoi^ six seasons of 
indifferent performance but 
much as he puUidy resists the 
notion his team are favourites 
for the championship, con- 
tending "it’s a waste of time to 
make fnedictioos”, ^ boefy lan- 
guage shouts out his confi- 
dence and expectation. 


. He tidees the riew tlrat if tbe 
car isgoodeDOu^a 15-year-oM 
should be aUe to drive it across 
the finish line-ahead of Sefau- 
jnaefaer, and in Mflra Hakkmen 
and Cooifoard, be has two 
rather more e^eiienced, if 
scarcehr geriatric, drivers. 

Eridence of McLaren’s re- 
vival was ^iparent last year 
and Adrian New^ new car has 
been the talk of pre-seastm 
testing. If Mercedes adiira 
reiiabUity to comiflement the 
power of their enghie and foe 
tyres work as weU as has been 
forecast, then Dennis' Iras a 
formidable package. 

Benetton are no slouches ei- 
foer. Under dm guidance of the 
uNquitous David Ridrards, they 
seem to have found a fresh vi- 
tality, qatomised by their young 
drivers, Glancailo FisictaeUa 
and Alexander Wurz. Tbeir in- 


e:q)eiience may betray foem at 
apical mexaeots, but fo^ could 
well be .cmnpeting for victories. 

Pro^ Jordan and Sauber can 
anticipate some robust mid- 
field jousting, while Arrows, 
whom HOI abandoned for Jor- 
dan, Tyrrell and Stewart will be 
anrim is tn Mirwt rii hang 

on to the wooden spoon. 

Stewart, who have the ben- 
efitof Ford jEactoty support, will 
be expected to tate a significant 
st^ forward in their sec^ sea- 
son of grand prix competition. 

Ken Tyrrell, had planned a 
seatimenfol last journey on foe 
worid cbarrqnotirii^ tour before 
relinquishing all linifg with his 
team to the British American 
Racing organisation, but a dif- 
ferenoe of opinion has forced a 
premature spliL Which is a 
shame, because this year’s 
'^irell looks a useful car. 


Edwards eager lEb be 



Rugby League 


By Dave Hadfielcl 


SHAUN EDWARDS wants to 
take on more responsibility for 
organising the Bradford Bulls 
on tbe field following foe dis- 
appointment of their Challen^ 
Cup defeat at CastlcfordL 
Bradford now have more 
than a month without a match 
before the start of Super 
Edwards, the most 
honoured player in the history 
of the game, intends to use that 
time to move into a more cen- 
vriih the Bulls, 
were ail over ihc place 


at Casileford,” he said. **1 want 
to take on more responsibility 
for calling the shots.” 

BradfbrtTs main winter rigih 
ing has bad time to reflect on 
his pan in his new side's down- 
fell at Wbeldon Road, when Cas 
scored two tries while be was in 
the sin-bin. 

*T blamed myself at the time, 
but rVe watched foe incadeat on 
video and 1 now think tbe 
reason 1 was rin-tnnned was that 
I was Shaun Edwards. If s up to 
me to realise that and be more 
disciplined in the future.” 

The Bulls launched their 
season with characteristic 
panache yesterday, with foeir 


coadL,MatfoewEUiott.prDniis- 
ing that th^ would make up for 
their Cup letdown. 

“We won't be going to foe 
Twin Tbwers and that certainly 
stin^" be said. “But Fve told 
foe players that tfwewinaDour 
Super League games we will win 
the Grand Flaal and that is our 
eiqpectation. 

“Some people think we are 
old news, but we will be grab- 
bing your attention again.” 

Simon Middleton, who has 
been playing rugby union for 
Leeds, has asked Castleford 
for a release from his contract 
so that he can play for Leeds 
in the summer. 


Super League’s qponsor and 
^^gan's financial backer, Dave 
Whelan, has critidsed plans to 
take a Test against New 
Zealand to V^tford later this 
year. 

Whelan, whose proposal for 
taking foil control of the club 
goesbefrne its shareholders to- 
morrow, hopes to establish the 
new ground that vrill be shared 
by Wigan’s football and rugby 
teams as a Test venue. 

Geoff Berry, who has been 
doing foe job on a temporary 
basis since tbe end of last sea- 
son, has been confirmed as 
the League's controller of 
referees. 


Basketball 


By Richard Taylor 

THE Englisfa Basketball Asso- 
ciation have suspended tbe 
England ooadi, fjvgin Nemeth, 
aftCT his oufrnirst following last 
weekend’s European Champi- 
onship defeat against Israel 
However, EBBA’s problems 
with the Hungarian might soon 
seem a minor irritation. Tbe as- 
sociation expects to hear with- 
in days that they have foiled with 
a 'Warid Class Ferfonnance bid 
to the National Lottery for 
£1 fim a year, to fund their na- 
tional team's programmes. 


During the suspension 
Nemeth is banired from speak- 
ic^ to foe press and from the as- 
sociation's headquarters in 
Leeds. Nemeth’s passion and 
firustration. over foe En gland 
men’s team was vented foDowit^ 
tbe 82-68 defeat, when he made 
what tbe assodatioa oonsideied 
10 be a personal attack on its dnef 
exBCutl^ Steve CatioiL 
*T am totally committed to 
the playes but I have no ieq)ect 
for Steve Catton and the 
EBBA.” Nemeth said at the 
time. *T am stfll for the sport and 
the players but ! am mad after 
four years of constant lies.* 
Before foe game, Nemeth 


bad backed his players' state- 
ment cifridsiiig ^BA^ attitude 
towards tbe team, and the two 
incidents have brought foe ban 
until foe executive board con- 
sideis his future on 14 MaicL 

The fiuhize of tbe Lcmety Ud 
will leave theuational team fee- 
ing even greater staivaticffi of re- 
sources in preparation for next 
season’s five retum fixtures in 
their champioiiship group. 

The assodation’s chairman, 
Peter Knowles, said: *The 
Association deplores tbe recent 
press and public statements 
and particularly the totally 
uiyustified criticisms of the 
chief executive.” 


Coitard blovvs 
hot to lead 
Qatar Open 



AndyFameR' 

reports from Doha 


given foe huge mtervenlioQ 

man ' and machine 
required fo'establish foe Doha 
Golf OoU foefirst green cham- 

plnnditp course in Qatar, two 
of tbe layout's natinal features 
remain its strongest defeuce. 
The limestone lodcs around 
which the fairways and greens 
have been laid, carpet-like, 
were here long b^ore foe con- 
struction of foe course began 
five years ago, as was foe wrind. 

At this time of year, it comes 
straight from tbe Iranian motm- 

tam tops and sweeps in over the 
Arabi^ Gulf. Its cooling prop- 
erties are welcoinB and it is alro 
providing for a severe itew chal- 
lenge for tbe players of foe 
EuropeanTbur in tbe inaugur- 
al Qatar Masters here. 

MiAtb greens many found 
difficult to read, foe scoring was 
so bunched foal rix foots oov- 
eted ll4ofthe 132 players and 
for most of the day it looked as 
if nobody would get past 69. 
three unda par. T^ being foe 
inaric were a busload of players 
arrived -ending up as around 
dozen - inevitabty, not one but 
two players came along to- 
gether to break oat of the pock. 

Scotiand’s Andrew C^tazt 
bad a 6$ and his playing partner, 
Andms Fbifotand of Sweden, a 
67. Like all good Scots. Coltart, 
bom and raised in Dumfries, 
should be used to phying in foe 
wind and has a trafo record that 
suggests as such. His two Aus- 
tiadian PGA titles were daimed 
in blustery conditions. 

*1 don’t rhmV anyone likes 
playing in tbe wind," he said. 
‘’You don't s^, ‘oh good, let’s 
go out and pracrice’ when h gets 
windy at home. You just know 
foat ewxyone is gomg to be mak- 
ing mistakes and you can blame 
your bad shots on the w^foer.” 

It was bard labour even for 
the biggesi of names. In contrast 
to his 1 9 uixler par efEort in win- 
ning the Dubai Qassic last 
week, Jose Maria Olazabal bad 
15 pan in a row before a birdie 
at foe 16fo in his round of 71, 
while Ian '^foosnam and Seve 
Ballesteros both scored 72s. 

.. Colfort finished with three 
birdies in foe last four holes, 
F^rsbraod, having birdied the 
first two, also birdied foe last 
three, but Derrick Cooper, 
whose only tour success in 
Madrid came 10 years ago, 
bogeyed his last hole (foe nipfo) 
to fall back to three under. 

Mark James and Sam Tbr- 
rance, tbe two favourites to 
become Europe's next Ryder 
Cup captain, both said foey 
ml^t reject the Job if it is of- 
fered to them. 

Tbnance said be wanted to 
pl^ another match, “and I 
don't think there's any way you 
can be a playin g captahi”, James 
said: “If I was pk^g well in 
June and July and was then 
asked I think I would certainly 
have to say 7*10’.” 


Sporting Digest 


Today's fixtures 


FooebaJi 

730irteassta/9d 

ftATIONWIDE F007BAU. LEAGUE 
SeCOND DIVISION 
Oldham vat1tfalCRy(7AS) 
■nURDDMSION 
Ooncamar V Sembareugh 


IfAOUE OF WALES: nayader 'bwn V Car- 

crwihsn Ibwa 

Ml HARP LAGER CUP OuarWrflnW: St 
MHaoe tf Shatamm (73SI 
OB MA H ra w s LEAGUE SohCwwPNWcwc 
H aMirt V WtaBriBOwSe. 

SCWEWPDC DIRECT LEW|UE Pfwnler 
01 «Mon: Wbatbwy Utd V Md Dowa Lm 
ptitSp* Cup: TNemn v Crddnan 

Rugby League 

pfnENDty MATCH: HuddetFirts v UMds 

{T» 


Rugby Union 

A INTERNATWNALSi France V keland on 
(arOivrewtWMssvSeeiteid (nslpVNM- 
pom. 

UNDER^ MTERNAUONALS: Ranee v 
ketad isn faL8flcehe):VeiesvSeeund 
(ZaOWMCearpMW- 

AB LEAGUE Second DMMdk VWnderan 
vOMWW ey PflL 

Baskefoall 

BtOWEI^ LEAGUE: Chests Jett v 
WwffleM ShoHe (Sn. 

Odier sports 

BOWLS: Eri^ WemerA bidoar Nabonai 
Charrpimnps (W AMera Lefwe 
GneiYWmeuW. 

TABLE TENMS: England Nation^ OHfflpl- 

anehoKaaad- 


Adiletics 

Sam Haughlan, the British junior 
o nas tiu ijitry ehampicn from Hoin- 
slowL goes kx hb second national ti- 
tle In a week - folowvig Iss \mi in the 
British lest weekend - when he com- 
■1 the senor boys'- race at the 
schools' championships at 
Gliiltefbam racecourse lomorroiK 

Badminton 

SWen» OPS< (BerlHg^ Swdl Mmre Wfw 
glae flnt roon± F Bargnon (S«m bt A VL- 
HMo (Hn| ea e-e: Owre Hen weng 
(UaMU 0 Fengntz(G«) 6 -eS«:A 8 De- 
mn (On M P US e-S: 0 Hal 

(ErtgIblAMbnpen (Sm$ sa ISO: T Ja- 
nanawi (See) H H 8 pm (Nor) es WS: 
D Mym Msdi) H P Jarn (PIrO ee; 
D Enesaon bwBitt N C Keda iDen) e-'G 
15-7: Feng. au <Qi) bi B Rodman ( 8 ^ e- 
3 S-9: ucanstUda ^igl bi O Johonneaaon 
6 - 1 : Jee Owns Ahn (S ttel bl T 
(DwiI e« «-S; Cltartiobne (Can) 
9* 0-6 O-ni: C Hdwn- 
I MSUfidaBan (Bwe) OS 0-0 6 - 


0 ^ SNOW REPORTS 


Ski Hodine 

Laceac owwr and weather reporo 
from 200 + resorts in Ewepe and 
(viordiAmeria. 

rsports 0891 333 HO + code 
Fwrqmro 0897 500 006 ♦ code 

For a M GsL ef aU sU codes by 
voice or bx dal 0990 100 8d3 

Ski Snapshot 

At 1 dance W snow conGUoni at 

fjnr 200 resoTH werM-»ride 

0697 SOO 601 

in association with 

"tM RWSTKL 

■W i . I. 
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n: I Nyqvat |Hr 4 M M Rnivnan (Pto) fi-O 
6-«: CHaigMan (M ~ ‘ 

«-« v-HijnBW(Dm bt J r/ 

6 - e 6 -% M Owe (D«i1 tat T Wkng ( 
0 ^ 0-0 O-l 

Basketball 

NBA: Owtone IS WnaaeM m CMand 
•02 Ibronto SB; Orianda 96 Saania S3: 
PMadikhe 87 MBMlee SO. Uieh TO Boakm 
»4TGdSmS(aiaS0SanAiitan»83:LALak- 
ss ktdbne 95; Sacramano oe Dene SSL 

Bovirls 

Am CoK snd Lyme Thetwel the 
Engtfod rntoclors a timeiy lerrinder 
avtien they won (he ns bo na l two- 
bowl tiiplBS title M tie &glMi Vibmenb 
Indoor Champlonshlpe at Great 
Ybniioulh. Both Ox and TlMlwel, tram 
(he Handy Crass Club in HM 
Wycombe, were dropped for tns 
months home If itematlanal series at 
D a rtingfoa But along wHh cAfo-mate 
Jean wiiafTs they battled to a 'B-tl 
viefonr ovw Jan Destfcn Terri ViM and 
Sue Jones from the Preston dub in 
Bri^SDn yestoii^. 

ENGUSHWOMENO MDOOR CHAMPKM- 
8HP6(Oraeiye in auih>1>ble»eyem'a- 
MlK Pieawn. Bridocn d Oaertia T was. S 
Jonoo » Bdoit IwwM (S Haflt A Wlat- 



tl ; Receri ^ Oaeta 8 Jcned 

K we»i^ 0 MoilK B aS^ U Uai3 
O-w FM; Hinb Cnm M Praeoi o-ll 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

£120,000 


The amount a punter 
stands to collect If 
Istabraq wins the Cham- 
pion Hurdle later this 
montK He waB<ed kilo a 
Coral bettkig shop and 
put on at 7-2. 

HsMng returned to his 
hotel room, he thought 
better of it, coflected an- 
other £2o]oQQ and put 
thaton.toa 


ftws, lint mn± BenSwra GkaKMHnMt 
(JSwniwi,FPaaet)aiiMPmGSnardbiEx- 
mouO (M E HaelK CTBartK 8 HerUO 
S7-0; nhrirpnri Borough (J CroM. N 
lAten P Bw«a« D Hirf u MM moOft 
utanmArms)ezMDSd^«-i7:iae- 
heM Sonwsat (H Mn P Uonan. K we« J 
Murrel] M WWdon. SUmJH Qiomv J 
MawatL E L«hM U Reefla) 2&(4; Eghen VL 
WM. B Crtap. L BnwiM M 8 Me) B Osfi- 


maiiiiiii SHELO 



Barwnltt comee (M SMm p Foeu L 'ban, 
0 bowri 3 t-w: aiBn, itnurUn (AWMoit. 
« A rtOiOTL N Crala A Lanriq) te Bi^ 
LMcbM** g AUmn V TToioHa P Su^ 
ran, J tiewM 30-0: ChaniM. OiM IP 
Iftilanv. A Atomd K HMStTs lAaavl bl 
MaoraaaLOeMCACHalMSBawlKSBec- 

« u nenwog «.6(bflareesan^ 
Boxing 

ABA NATtOMAL CHAMPIONSHIPS MA, 
Wmlnnrian) IMiiniwalnrir irmwfVft 
*111 ^mn mnntiiiiiifieipii nimiiijin 
J Hamey (Catfa WN tx M )tf«r (Hartapoci 
Boya WMWnd to an Bantainai ilMC L m- 
Sson Mnen toys) M N ODck (HomtfuMi 
and ^ Md ni an raMhwwaMA 0 
WMei w WininbtLMi^ffWeeaipBTJwe- 
walgM: A M&aan (Enw toyO bt S lANion 
tOuaanibWTy} nw I.WmwBilifwalwt’ N 

vwgmWMdoS EiJ GSkmMmbwM 

“ ' itoPVW y(Fwa9dNPfijw t 

> bt c RnmpiSdpawe- 

barca (INantae M JiMb (SF 
impfs pta maa liaaiy smil c Ry (Fbeasp 
brv Jonas (Mny) re 40v CMawM^ii: t 
Oewy (le^ FWi} bi M QJray (Ben eoyO 
jn an^Kswywd^ N Hoe^ (OA^ bl P 


Cricket 

gamorga n . the county ehampione. 
yeslsrdsy smoinced a recora trad- 
ng profo at £171348 for the year erid- 
ed SO Nofaember and a separate 
donsSon of £67,283 from thak su|> 
porters' cUb 


FMbad Laaona tost OMMOK NofwU) 3 
to fSWwmOTe iie^^ wiitoeaiOSLwdariwd 
3; m VHa 0 Safvrwe 1; Quaertb totic 
Rar«m6«SddaienughO;Wblwsl SHto t 
Baft Bcodah Lmm Sacond OMMok 
BW naar Q Bradei a Ttoe PliWian- rad 
tij-^TH-innrS taiffii n — blni rnal 
ponad: Comiv v CaarwflMi. Dr Martait 

l«u RaaiBf OMaieic 9BMam 0 Rafr 
nStiMMM OMBioa emrp Raddto) 2; 
SiWtf4VSto^\S0MSiw^iWBn; rW s 
hwn 6 BaaN^^ unSand Laam Praolw 
DMMMk PaMpoaaA VtoModv A0Mon 
toW WtoMi ii Wliiiby ( NaOarMd L Paai- 


iew 1 Mn a AnuE bminaea Northam 
Lwaiia toM DhlMene OJaboough S BS 
faWam Tam 1; Stadoan 0 CafwbM i a 
MBieiamCeiaSlaaraanaaflinfVaiiiarOI- 
iilBinii llnlani Wnnl Ib4pnnaarl*nim 
w Laii^ tow ImtabiB UMMiai i rt u i i 2 
asgess M a Nn«i Waw CeanHaa La 
tost DMakn PoMpeaed: Si Hemv< 


Sculh Aualraia 34 Inr L .. 
VMMB3l0lv7(CJnetoftolB<.M GBe«ai 
SSv Wenarfa. PMtfe WbaWrn AusDsSi OS 
lACGWwWSWDJeMwrlCSMinneaaA- 
4S:VlelBiBes<wt, 

Football 

PBlar Jackson, the Huddersfield Ibwn 
manager and his assistant, Ibrry 
\brath, yesteidm dgn^ new con- 
trects, a 0 oed Met week, wHch vril 
leap them al the rato unl3 Ihe end of 
the 1998-2000 season. 

Alan Evans, the formar Aston Vita 


ftodadint 0 Coma 
Lneua Rni P Ma lo n; 


RtalDIwMan: 
S PoiHInB 
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Ganriiy. 


Cqtany O L^Jea w o i^ MoKhirta^Ciry v 


OkSwmvWeKBorariEfLSacMt toWud 
toneayUffaaiiWjU'yOiHuCiaMwii ~ ' 

dOtya-srwreewuidi f 


PW D L F APIa 

..A 3 1 OH 7 (0 

...4 3 0 1 H 8 S 

.A 3 1 1 « a 7 


3B(BdfodCtty3;SrwreeWUidl UmhOty 
3 wOvi toAsadbaW: Wwaom 4 Binlay 
A toafoPM* kWqwd* Ramdto 'HM dL 
vMon: MmwraaBB 0 Chastarfleld i M 
finswwg0;%>rtbcipal Scaitawdi3:Vb- 
aaB 0 OMto t Avon inaiaBiiea CemnWIan 
tow DMataK JiWwal 0 Oxivd UR1 1 : Swfei- 
den 1 ChMaea % Wbat Ham 3 3 J» 

“ — ^u*nvVybiWBdm:T^ 


4 1 0 3 8 tt 3 

_A 1 0 3 8 (3 3 

4 1 0 3 6 0 3 


en asdsiani referee earSer (Kb sea- 
son 

AVON INSURANCE (XmBNAnON Rnt 
aiMon: Oueans torn tongam 3 WWferd 3 
weDraESOMO LATE RBSmJS; Emoan 
Cep qu t aa e n aM Srw lag; Menace 0 han- 
MorUklfte^vlMnBawiI RwMitoabl 
1 ; 0qwn Mmitfi 0 Benaak Donmnd 0; Jtf- 
vanlua 1 Dynatno Nw l RL CMhia Pra- 
ilWtorromar' - •• 



aoutaiBAi owes LHOBa: WwnW 

a 2 nra wMMto a oSTcia siM 
reend; Dan Ehsch 1 Bncrniwt 8 foOB- 

enaecMngoBO. 

Golf 

QATAR MASTERS (Ooba) I MiOlfl flrat- 
retnd acora a (GB or M vWaaa aaaadV. 87 
A tontarand (8iM SB A Octort ee M Hatoem 
d«aL M En4M i Gaitiitt D Guard. P (krf 
d (Bwto 0 Ooom J IbwnaarW rua A St» 
borne n Dnamnond, R WbaacU M Reala 

, O Cotar. 70 V Pfii^ H P lii9 (Gml S 
^ P UeGktoi, R (SM P 
I, A aeiWvwA M Rorfdi 00. M A 
I Roa. ri p EMaa. H JWme P 
LMmaCfWNMUprtS^SliAarSPLAOId- 
Gon, c IWW J Haagtm Ww P VWaen. 

WbdHoan (too S Sniwr (0«L % ite mwa 
S Bafestoes M J Ooeena (Amk M A 
wTwwECSpAPiiadwiiQaRidoBf^FSek- 
«, F toneua^M R Cb^vnan R 0*^ 

P RSa DThomaen, K Star^ord (Dou 
8 Tbrranea B^Ca^ J SandaSi ffiweL I 
nm^ JMwasort (9 h 4 A C4« (Qul K 
Ertam (9 m0 

AUSniAlASUH TOUR CHAMPIONSHIP 

fCanbanoO Laadkn nnetwmd Herts (Aus 
unfHB aMiW: as W SnSh. M fl Badnwi, M 
Cr M O^an. G QWirwa, N OHem 
p 5*rp"*7 ^ B**'’ 

ai 

IWIet. 

Com 

Hockey 

ax NATIONS BULTAN AZLAN SHAM CUP 
qpeh, IWMyMa} SbWi day; Aubaia 3 Ge^ 
many 5; Engand 4 Nw Zbabnd & 



Ice skadng 

, (he Frwich champion, 
i test for the banned 
steroid nancfrolone taken at the Eu- 
ropean championships in Mtan on IS 
Jwuaiy 

Rugiqr Union 

Bristol RusbV CU> hate suspended 
thek Ibngin IriternWioriel wrig Cave 
TbjsII on u pm The at-^Epda pi^ 
srwi be lawble totiato or playlor (he 
dib Bristol ans nsfosfrig to (taifose the 
reason for thsir action other than to 
sty fto oneams a poasfole breech ot 
contrset 

Skiing 

Kata Satatogsr. d Gerrnsny; yesterday 
secued the womer ft world Cup 
dowrM End sisier-G titisa dter two 
raoes in the respedlve (tadpkies, 
1 for the weekend in Morztoe, 
. were canceted because of 
bad wewher and safety teasona 

Tennis 

wre woPM siDOOR TouHNAHtorr 
f W” ' ? ”■■ <> row* T Jo- 
neacn (Sito MRCarttm PM SG 8-7 7-6: 

B »■■■ (NZ) H M Darrm ICa Haoi 74 8-7 
II G toHdart tt R RKWba^ 

pRAiaajN TamiETON uers class 

. .cooa .... 

JMi 


(URM»rN^(Qviee8-i; 

Sehalm (NMm R ftonOacn (Aul 44 ; 
7-8: A Ag^ (U^ tt N LapoA 
NUVraiBIASIBS 
roUK J MOWrae ( 

MBBanftoWb 



ON WEDNESDAY IT WAS THEM. 

Draw date; 4/3/98. The winning numbers: G, 28, 30, 34, 42, 46. Bonus numben 
ibtsi Sales: £30,123.877. Prize Fund: £13.567.994 (4SK of tkket sales). 


CATEGORV 

NO. OF WINNERS 

AMOUNT FOR 
E.S.CH WINNER 

TOTAL EACH TIER 

xiLi vilvM r\ • t*7» f *1 "J ^ 

'■.TBmt.-riflgl.I.l.lll.i.TFIM 

1 

IS 

£4,796.128 

£92.233 



333 

£2728 

1 £922.064 1 

Match 4 

2L833 

£92 


Match 3 

433467 

£10 


TOTALS 

4S&710 


1 £12642286 1 


OCamelDt QraueMc. naywamaibe iBoroier 


nwii*W" (praw reunaad down « iwoMt U): M^TOB. 




fireotflusi ^ the natioiial lotteivy' 

w (Be ewni or any dUtrapaney )n Bw aboim. dw dala coni«>»d w camdni ■central cwnoutar lywam shall pnwB. 
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RFU to offer Dallaglio world^record £1 m 




Rugby Union 


ByChrhKew«tt 


The Rugby FootbaU Union is 
preparing to e^ate its in- 

bitter oonffici with the 

owners of the England's pro- 
fessional clnhs by offering 
I^wrcnce Dallaglio, the na- 
tional captain, a five-year con- 
traa wotfi] £lnL llie deal would 

make the 25-year-old flanker the 
highest-paid pl^r in the world 

game and, for a while at least,' 
the most contcoveisial. 

Dallaglio is being placed 
under enonsous pressure to be- 


come the first big-oame Eng - 
land player owned lock, stock 
and barrel the union rather 
than a Prenuership dob. His 
current deal with Wisps, the 
reigning national chantpioDS, 
expires at the end of the season 
and with Fran Cotton and the 
rest of the RFU hierarchy des- 
perate to break the dubs’ con- 
tractual stran^chold on the 
countiy’s leading talent, his im- 
pending freedom makes him an 
obvious target. 

Rugby has thrown up the odd 
millionaire before - David 
Chmpese and Cariing ^xmt 

ouicb of their mutually ant^p- 


nisiic careers biadteied u^eiha 
as the game’s first seven-figure 
faigb-roUers -.but the sheer val- 
ue of the deal being dangled be- 
fore Dallaglio w^ make the 
sonthem hemisphere big guns 
green with envy. Hie All Blacks, 
for example, earn around 
£100,000 a year from the New 
Zealand R^. 

However, Dallaglio is both 
fiercely loyal to ^^sps and 
acutely aware that the Pre- 
miers^ clubs would react vi- 
olently towards any agreement 
along the lines favoured by the 
union. Sir John HaU, Ibe bard- 
line owner of Newcastle, has 


repeated^ stated that he would 
not allow an RFU-contracted 
player within a mile of his 
TQ^um Park prdmses and 
he is for from alooe in his de- 
teiminadon to ™intnin the 
contractual status quo. The 
RFU move therefore throes tq> 
thebizaiTe pos^ility of a dub- 
less Dallaglio ^lending count- 
less weeks in a land of 
Premiership limbo. 

Primacy of contract - or, in 

ampler lan]wiftge,whn name 
- is at the root of the crisis over 
this summers En gland tour of 
Anstialia, New Zealand and 
Soudi Afiica.*thB NortfaanqMon 


owner, Keith Harwell, ' an- 
nounced on Monday he 
-would prevent his ll^ comia- 
^n^ ^10 indiide Fan! Giaysoa 
and Tim Rocfoer, from iraudlh^ 
On Wsdnesd^, Clive Wxid- 
ward, the Ei^fiaad coadL held a 
pEwate xneeting with his squad at 
Bisham Abbey and warned them 
that they risked focfdtii^ their 
immediate Five Nadems placea 
unless they could reassure him 
as to their availabiliQr. 

No RFU figure would com- 
ment on reports of a Wx>dwaid 
aldmatum, but Harwell was al-. 
most incandescent as he pre- 
pared for an emeigenqr 


megfing of dlib' dwneis today. 

pm lip cr iiiat up rinte,'* 
said. “Give lus di% fahn^ into 
'a hole, todie toldlusi 
at Bisham that ifhe forced them 
to choose between dub and 
country, th^' would have to 
choose their dubsibr ccrntrac- 
tual and amoiioa sense reasens. 

’’Wewantalhtlebitofpro- 
fossionalism and a Utte bit of 
common sense. '‘We want a 
structure betwedi the: RFU 
and the dabs so we ^loe when 
the pkyeis ^ goit^io play and 
wheu th^ie gomg to rest At 
the moment the amatenis at 
the RFU - and 1 include Ran . 


and Qive m that - stin have this 
arrogance about them. The 
pl^ym are under ooot^ te die 
diii^ What Fran and C3^ 
ddng is addkig my playeis to act 
ille^fy arid. break their coo- 
faacis."' 

Doiig Ash. diief, executive of 
Hogj&h First Dtvi^ Bu^, 
the difos' pressure group, said 
that a tetter had been sent to 
Woodward ‘‘condemning his 
appaxerit'bul^ing of the Eng- ' 
land players into accepting his 
visna wiUiout reascmable debate 
or dect^sjoa**. Asbadded: ’’the 
letter asks hhtt to vrithdraw his 
ultimatum and points out that 


faflate to do so may lea»i to a 

burdening of attitude amongst 

the dubs." 


•• Englandflanker.pulledoffwhat 
myit be seen as the lactic^ nj« 
■ ofiheseasonly nilinghbnsdfoot 
trfaD fiirther njgly sooie Qmc. 

Hfll, who would have been in the 

front line of the battle over tour 
avaiiabQhy, needs suigW ® 


I - 


fcjuyattf ssMii ^ 

wiU gp under the knife totnonow. 

. “I realise I can no longer plsy 

to Ibebest of nay ability wiih the 

injury as it is," HHI said “Sonw* 
thing has to give." 

ms at Vlfenibleyi page 30 
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McAllister 
rues World 
Cup blow 


Football 


By Ken Gaunt 

GARY McALUSTER yester- 
d^ relived the moment vdien 
he knew his World Cup dream 
was over. 

The Coveniiy City mid- 
fielder and the captain of Scot- 
land limped out of a reserve 
game i^ainst Notts County on 
Wsdnesday nighi with a recur- 
rence of thie knee problem that 
has kept him out of action for 
the last three months. He was 
'^'eiy upset" immediately after 
the ioddent, but yesterday was 
trying to be positive about bis 
injury. 

McAllister wQl visit a spe- 
cialist on Monday and is ex- 
pected to have an operation on 
the tom cruciate ligament on his 
right knee in the next seven 
days. He antidpates being out 
of action for ei^t months, 
which means he will miss the 
opening qualifiers in for the 
2000 European Championship 
as well os the World Cup. 

“I was aware when I had my 
cartilage operation eight weete 
ago it would be a gamble to try 
to support the knee by buQding 
up the muscles." McAllister 
said. “I felt 1 had to go down 
that road, although I always 
knew it was a gamble. Getting 
fit and training all went well, but 
the add test was always going 
to be die first competiiEve game. 

“The fact that 1 broke down 
with no one near me shows the 
knee wasn't right and gave me 
a definite answer. I just turned 
and reached for a ball, and my 
right knee buckled'under me." 

. McAlister damaged the cru- 
ciate ligament when he injured 
his cartQagc in December, but 
had hoped to make it through 


to Fnnct 98 without further 
surgery. Those hopes have now 
been (^ed- and McAllister's 
season has come to a premature 
end. He will be 37 Ity the time 
the 2002 World Cup comes 
around in Japan and South 
Korea. 

Scotland's manager, Craig 
Brown, and the players offered 
their sympathy and support af- 
ter hearing the grim news about 
McAllister, who has been 
capped 56 times. 

Brown said: “Of course it's 
a major disappointment for 
Scotland, but I think we should 
put the player first in this kind 
of situation. 

“You have to think of what 
it means personally to him and 
he’s naturally very upscL So am 
1 and I know the rest of the peo- 
ple connected with the squad 
wfll be as well 

“We ail know what going to 
the World Cup finals meaiu to 
Gary. He missed out in 1990, 
when be was on the bench, and 
was desperate to pl^ in France. 

“I'm just coming to temis 
with the situation myself and it's 
hard to take in. Everyone is 
aware bow influential a player 
Gary is on the park. 

“But what is someiimes un- 
derstated is the way he’s re- 
^xxXcd both on and off the park 
ty the other players." 

Brown will name his squad 
to face Denmark in a friendly 
on 25 March a week today and 
there is now a vacanry for the 
captaincy. The Aberdeen goal- 
keeper Jim Leighton, the Black- 
burn defender Colin Hendry 
and the Monaco midfielder 
John Collins would appear to be 
the main contenders. Brown 
said: “I'll make a decision about 
that a little bit later." 

Unftsd wdict; page 30 


Independent’s David Ashdown is Sports Photographer of the Year 



THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 


No. XS5t, FtMo* S Mondi 


»»PU 


TIuuodiYs saltfioa 




EJUQQfllQUyU DUISaE^ 




LUDteOU QQBQBBLJBy 
tSlDDUOUUa 

□BDQnaB □□oiauDU 




IDBUamHU BQBQQati 


ACROSS 

I Figures in geomeiiy text- 
book that reader sorted out 

(I'J) . ... 

6 line attached to this cur- 
rent could produa lights 

10 ^ out the grin?) 

II Former Queen workmg 
«ath mother (7) 

12 Start to bringwaterm^ 
forms? That's a good Idea 

13 Vot must get out for this! 


14 Sec first half of series as 

dud (5) MATfVe 

15 Stolen drug— NAW s 

leader removed — contro- 
17 

didonmg these musiaaiB? 
(5.4) 


20 Reduction in service is an ir- 
ritation (5) 

21 Drh'e that is consuming par- 
UomentariaD (Libural) (5) 

23 Means of tran^rting germs 
seen to work 

25 A solitary t>pe found around 
front of monastery? (7) 

26 Notice reduced ftiactions for 
partners (7) 

27 Nonsense, mate (4) 

2d Carthorse called Des gallop 
ing round end of vallty (10) 
DOWN 

1 Nick is encountered after 
most of the bear (5) 

2 main thing scparaiing 
Australia and New Zealand? 
(6J) 

3 women relaxing , tak- 
iiie in a Mi of kwety contact 
roort (3-2,9) 

4 vifoat about the old girl with 
trim short hair? (7) 


Ask about the search for 
the Grail (7) 

> 7 What brings up, say, ob- 
scure insect? (5) 

8 A mere shop redesigned 
communknttoas sy&m? 
(9) 

9 Readpy avaiteble worit 
showing or text unsuit- 
able for women? 

(4A3.4) 

14 Oil enrb until working 
(9) 

16 What could produce eas- 
ing d /n painkiller? (9) 

18 Respect aknost total — 
almost — for naval ofli- 
cer (7) 

19 “Dest^ed" is employed 
for “abandoned" (7) 

22 Questions youngsters 
about money (5) 

24 One's embraced by 
flower g9i1 (5) 


DAVID ASHDOWN, the 
Chief Sports Photographer of 
77ie Independent and The In> 
dependent on Sunday, has been 
named Sports Photographer of 
the Year. 

The award was announced 
last night at the British Press 
Awards dinner at Lancaster 
Cate in London. 

Ashdown, who has been 
with The Independent since the 
new^per's launch in 1986, has 


won many national and in- 
ternational friiotograpfay prizes, 
including the prestigious In- 
ternational Otympic Commit- 
tee's worldwide “Best of Sport" 
award. 

Ashdown's winning port- 
folio in the Canon Sports Pho- 
tographer of the Year category 
at laA cught’s awards, which 
were ^xmsored by the Post Of- 
fice, comprised these three 
photographs: 


Christopher Shaw (top) oom- 
pedng in the men^ 200ra 
breaststroke at the British 
Grand Prbem l.oods. 
(Photograph taken with s 
NikonR at 500th of a second on 
a 300mm' lens at ^.8 on Kodak 
multi-speed film) 

Chelsea 0eft) defend a ftxn 
Iddc taken by Mkidkisbroughb 
Juninho at Hie FA Ci^ flnaL 
(Photograph taken with a 
NikonFS at 320th of a second on 
an 800mm lens at FI6 on Kodak 
mutti-speed film) 

Ben Tune (above) scores 
AustraBrib second try a^unst 
England at Twideenham. 
(Phoco g ra p h taken with a NBconB 
at 500th of a second whh a 
300mm lens at F2B on Rjji 800 
ASA film pushed to 1600 ASA) 


Stewart stands by status quo 


Cricket 


By Mark B^dwin 

in Bridgetown, Barbados 

ALEC STEWART does not 
expect to be handed the widtet- 
ke^r's gloves for the fifth 
Test against the Wsst Indies in 
Barbados next week. 

The England opener gave a 
dear indication yesterday of his 
thinking for the match. In the 
past England have often react- 
ed lo times of crisis by using Stew- 
art's all-round capabiUties as a 
means of putting an extra boMer 
or batsman in the line-up. 

However, Stewart believes a 
return to three seamets and one 
spinner is more likely after the 
defeat in Gttyana, which has left 
En^and 2-1 down with two 
to play. He said: “I would 
do it, as always, if 1 was asked. 


but I would be surprised if we 
ebange the wideetkeeper now. 
I'm not on the selection com- 
mittee, but no-one has spoken 
to me about keeping. If that’s 
the way they want to go, then 
fine, but 1 dem't think it will be.” 
Stewart feels the main re- 
quirement for the Barbados Ibst 
is getting EaglancTs batting fir- 
ing as a unit *T know it might 
sound a bit Strangs, because 
scores have been generally low 
and weVe stnig^ed to get going, 
but I don't think that any of our 
batsmen are out of form," he 
said “Mike Atherton, for in- 
stance, is moving well at the 
acase and you can s^ the same 
for Nasser Hussain and Graham 
Thorpe. It's never been stia^bt- 

ffirwaiid malring nin< againsl thp 

Wbst Indies, but the pitches and 
a hig^-seam ball have made it 
veiydifficubforus." 


Wame will soon 
be full of beans 

SHANE WARNE has demand 
ing cuUnaiy tastes and his heats 
on Austrafla's tour of India have 
had to admit defuL The leg- 
spinner has an aveision to qricy 
food and an Indian Utabifity to 
cater to his particular needs 
took the wind out ofhis sails as 
he prqiaied -for the first Test, 
wh^ starts in Chenai tod^. 

The bowler, who was none 
too pleased, earlier (his year 
vriien several cracks were made 
about his corpulence, has lost 
pounds aireaefy on the tour, but 
hi& cti de coeur has been 
answeietLAoemergencyship- 
inent of his two fevoorites among 
the S7 varieties has been dis- 
patehed by the manufoctuieis. 

. Soon the ^)aghetti or beans 
on toast he oaves will be his for 
the asking. 


OIWiM t9 Nnv^opH Pubbbdag fIjC I Ctaadi Sqim. CiiaiT Wturt LoMon EI45DL a»l prioior V Mhnir Cbbw St 

Alhoib Road, VWerd OldhiuL Bade MuaiyiOiUelhmHitforicNeinfBpei^ 01988 M0370L 

llctlMardaanmiBpDi^ifellNlMOIto .... 


TORONTO WITH NIAGARA, 
ROCKIES OR NEW YORK 

Five nights in Tonnico'returnmg supersonic on Concorde 
Niagara wifobeilkx^iteqc^ tour, luncheons and theatre. - 
Depart on 22 May, 4 July, 1^1 Aug, or 5,19 Sept £1,999 

Toronto & the RocJdes vwth Concorde. 18-27 SqiL £2^99 
4 Dibits in New York, Concorde any wedtend from £1,999 

MONACO GRAND PRJX 
OR WORLD CUP FINAL 

Seat and hindieoo at Mirabeau for Monaco Grand Prix : 

wifli Paris, C oncorde and Eurostar. 2S34 M ay. £1.599 ' 
Concorde with World Cup Final seat on 12 Jvdy £1,999 ■■ . 

ORIENT-EXPRESS, PARIS, 
VENICE, FLORENCE, ROME 

Eurostar to Paris, Concorde to Venice, Orient-Express to 
Rome via Florence. City tours and bot^ 1-5 £ 1 ,999 

Orient-Expre ss, Rome, Florence & Venice 2 3 M^. £999 " 

Venice & Paris with Concorde & Eurostar. 23 May £999 

ORIANA, CONCORDE 
AND ORIENT-EXPRESS 

Madeira, Te nerife and Lisbon. 28 Ape.- 4 M ay. £1,999 . 
Pisa, Floren ce, lima and Gibraltar. 16-221^ . £ 1,999 . 

Amsterdam, Bruges and Brussels. 2225 M^. £1,299 

NEW GRAND PRINCESS 
WITH CONCORDE 

Istanb^ Kus^aaCBor Ephesus), I^eus ffor Athens) 
and Venice, S ni^ts on 19 June or 6 Aug. £ 1,999 

Naples, livpmo Cfor Florence). MonteCarid 

and Barcelona, 7 nights on 24June or 11 Aug 

QE2 WITH CONCORDE 
AND ORIENT-EXPRESS 

Cruise fro m Tenerife via Madeira 16-20 J une £1,6 0 3 
Midiug ht Sun & Norwegian Fjords 20-31 July £2,999 Si 

ForQurMture,phone 018 U 9924477 , ormi&to 

SUPEHAnVElRAVEt Ig 

43,Wciodhur8tR<>9il,l^ondon,\V3 6SS ® : 
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